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.BEG‘I-?i‘SUHHARY: PREL&'{INARY IHQUIRY INTO THE X ‘E.RS oF
GONGRESSNAN RYAN ANWC" FOUR OTHER ANERICANS CONCLUDED YISTERDAY,
JAU 2, AS NAGISTRATE KRISHNA CHINTA COMMITTED LAYTON T0 A

JURY TRIAL FOR THZ MURDER OF RYAlN. PRIOR TO THE MAGISTRATE'S
DECISION, TW0 WITNESSZS TESTIFIED, AND DEFENSE AND PROSECUTING
COUNSELS BOTH MADE STATZNENTS SUMMARIZING THEIR RESPECTIVE
CASES., LAYTON, IN A BRIEF STATEVENT, PROCLAINID HIS IMNKOCENCE.
iiD SUMIARY.

1. AT THE BEGINNING OF THE JAN 2 SESSION, DR. CYRIL LZSLIE
#00T00, Tl;i GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA PATHOLOGIST, TESTIFIED,
00T00 RELATED HIS FINDINGS BASED ON POST MORTEM EXAMINATIONS
OF DOI\ER{':ISSMN RYAN AXD THE OTHER FOUR AMZRICANS KILLED AT
PORT KAITUMA. VHILE YOOTOO yAS DISCUSSING THE AUTOPSY OF DOW
HA}?R\IS, DEFENSE COUNSEL KAI NARAINE SINGH OBJECTED THAT THE
TESTIVONY WAS IRRELEVANT TO THE ONLY CHARGE LAID AGAINST
UNCLASSIFIED
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ﬁj LAYTON S0 7AR, l.E., THE HURDER OF COIGRESSMAN RYAN. UAGISTRATE

. CHINTA OVERRULED SIWGH'S CBJECTION, NOTIIG THAT AT THE BEGINIL G

OF THZ INQUIRY THE PROSECUTOR SAID HZ WOULD "LEAD™ ALL THE
EVIDENCE CONCERNING ALL OF THE KILLINGS AND ATTEMPTED KURDERS
AT PORT XAITUMA ON LOV 18, THE DEFZNSE, CHINTA CONTIHNUED,
DID XOT O%ECT TO THE PROSECUTOR'S EXAPRESSED INTEHTION AT '
THAT TIsZ, AID THUS COULD NOT OBJECT AT THIS LATE STAGE. A
POL ICE DRAUGHISWOMAY WHO DREW A MAP OF THE PORT KAITUKA
AIRSIRIP ALSO TESTIFIED. BOTH M0T00 AXD THE POLICEWOMAH
WERE CROSS=-ZXAMINED BY THE DEFENSE.

2. SLIGH, TN MAXING THEC DEFENSE'S "NO CASE™ SU3MISSION TO

THZ COURT, COHTEN?ED'THAT A PRIVA FACIE CASE g%g NOT BEER

MADZ ON THE MURDZR CHARGE. THERE VAS L0 EVIDENCE, ACCORDILG

TO SINGH, TO SHOW THAT LAYTON SKHOT RYAMN, OR TO SHOY THAT LAYTON
COMMITTED ANY ACT WHICH CAUSED THE CONGRESSMAN'S DEATH.
FURTHERMORE , THZRE UAS.{@ ZVIDZHNCE INTRODUCED TO SHOU THAT
LAYTON VUAS PRESENT WHEN RYAN 'AS SHOT. Il FACT, THE PROSECUTION'S
ZVIDZNCE SHOWED THAT LAYTON YAS IN A PLANE, WITH ITS DOORS
CLOSED, WHEN THE SHOOTING TOOK PLACE. THIS PLANE, ACCORDING

TO THE TESTINMONY OF WITHESSES, WAS FROM 208 TO 490 YARDS

FRO:1 THE POINT WHERE RYAN VET HIS DEATH. THERE JAS ALSO [0
EVIDENCE, SIIGH CONTINUED, TO SHOU THAT LAYTON HAD CONSPIRED
UITH ANY OSE OR ACTZD Il CONCERT WITH ANYOUE TO XILL RYAN. THE
LAY REQUIRES THE TVIDLNCE TO ESTAGLISH SUCH A COHSPIRACY

MUST DE UKZQUIVOCAL. 1IN THIS i S£, THE UNZIQUIVOCAL TiIST UAS




CLEARLY HOT F—;—_——'—'

o . .

. UALDRAN XISSCO, I¥ HIS CONCLUDING STATZIMHENT, CONCZDED

THAT THERE UAS N0 ZVIDENCE THAT LAYTON FIRZD ANY SKOT AT RYAN.

( FOEVER, KISSOON CONTIWED, A PRI FACIE CASE AGALNST THE
ACCAUSED COULD BE MADE. LAYTON UENT OH THE TRUCK FRO: JONESTOUN
T0 PORT KAITUMA WITH THE OTHERS, AND SHORTLY BEFORE THE SHOOTING
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BEGAN, ACCORD ING TO AN EYEZWITHESS, RECEIVED A GUN FROM JOE
JILSON. HE THEREFORE ACTED IN CONCERT WITH WILSON AND OTHERS.
AFTER THE SHOOTIIG, LAYTON VAS SEEN APPROXIVATELY FIFTER!

FEET A/UAY FROM THE FIVE DEAD EbDItS. AND, Ol NOV 22, THE
ACCUSED MADE A STATEMENT, AFTZR BEIIG DULY CAUTIONZD BY TH&
POLICE, If WHICH HE TOOX FULL RESPONSISILITY FOR THE KILLINGS
(REF A). THIS STATENMZINT ALONE, KISSOON CONCLUDED, UAS ZNOUGH
TO ESTABLISH THE PRIMA FACIE CASE.




- —————

-4+ 1GISTRATE CHINT@THEN STATED THAT BASED UF@ ALL THE

EVIDENCE, A PRINA FACIZ CASE MAD BEEN ESTABLISKED. LAYTOM

SHE EXPLAINED, $AY NOT HAVE FIRED THE SHOT, BUT ENOUGH zvz¢%wcs
HAD BEEZN INTRODUCED TO SHOW THAT HE KAD BEEN "WORKING IN CONCERT
WITH OTHERS.” LAYTON THEN MADE A STATENMENT FROM THE DOCKET,
DZCLARING THAT HE UAS INNOCENT OF THE CHARGE, AND THAT HE DID
N0T SHOOT AT, OR CONSPIRE WITH %ANYO NE TO SHOOT AT, CONGRESSYAN
RYAN OR ANY OTHER PERSON. CHINTA THEN COMMITTED LAYTON TO

TRIAL BEFORE THE NEXT SESSION OF THE HIGH COURT, WHICH BEGINS
JAN 9, 1979,

5, CONMENT: AS NOTED ABOVE, THE ONLY FORMAL CHARGE AGAINST
LAYTON TO DATE 1S FOR THE MURDER OF RYAN. HOWEVER, THE
DIRECTOR OF PIBLIC PROSECUTIONS (DPP), BASED UPON HIS REVIEV
OF THE DEPOSITIONS TAKEN DURIIS THE INQUIRY, HAS THE POWER T0
FILE ADDITIONAL CHARGES AGAINST LAYION. CONCEIVASLY, LAYTON
COULD ALSO0 BE IIDICTED FOR THE MURDERS OF DON HARRIS, GREG
ROBINSON, BOB BROWN, AND PATRICIA PARKS, AND FOR THE ATTEMPTED
MURDERS OF VERN GOSHIY, MONICA BAGBY, AND DALE PARKS. AT THE
SAME TIrE, THE DPP HAS THE POVER TO DECIDE NOT TO PROSECUTE
LAYTON, EVEN ON THE CHARGE OF FMURDERING RYAN, IF THE DPP FEELS
THE EVIDENCE IS NOT STRONG EXOUGH. KISSOON, HOUEVER, INFORME
EIBOFF AFTER YESTERDAY'S szsé%m THAT THERE IS VIRTUALLY kO
CHANCE THAT LAYTON WILL HAVE 33“%HARGE AGAINST HI¥ DISMISSED
BEFORE GOI!G T0 TRIAL. '

6. THE EXACT DATE THE TRIAL WILL BEGIN IS UNWCERTAIHN. OMNE OF
UNCLASSIFIED
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THE DEFENSE COUNSELS INFORMED EMBOFF THAT IT IS HIGHLY UKLIKELY
THAT THE GOG CAN COMPLETE ALL OF THE REQUIRED PAPERUORK BEFORE
JAN 9. IN ADDITION, THE DATE OF THE TRIAL MUST APPEAR 1N THE
OFFICIAL GAZETTE AT LEAST ONE WEEX IN ADVANCE. THUS THE

TRIAL VILL PROBABLY BEGIN SEVERAL WEEXS INTO THE SESSION,

UHICH RUNS UNTIL APRIL 1979. END COMMENT.
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