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. ., .. 1'0 pRIMJN FORBES BURBHAM (REFTEL} '.iAS HAND-DELIVERED TO CllANCEP.Y: 
AFTER CLOSE OF BUSINESS MARCH 13. COVERING ENVELOPE ALSO CON- : i ~J ? 
l'AIN!.D A COURTESY CARBON OF TH'S REP1 Y. TEXT FOLLOWS: \ i I ~: !-l• ;j 
:r&: 14/41/1 MARcH 13, 1979 : I 1 I 
uEAR CONGnEsSMAN. . I 1 \ 

YOUR LETTER ON JONESTOWN, 1'0 THE PlUME MINISTER, THE TEXT : 
~F WH!CB WAS C'~MUNICATED THROU~E A LETTER OF MARCH 2, 1979, \~-----~'---------
ADDRESSED TO THE '~INISTER OF FORF.IGN AFFAIRS BY THE UNITED ST~TES 
AMBASSADOR IN ~EOH~ETOWN, HAS BEEN PASSED TO HE FOR RF.PLY. 

Tift: EVENTS 'i!lHlCH' OCCURRED ON NOVEMBER 19, 1373, AMONG 
AMERICAN CITIZENS ON GUYANESE SO!L CONSITITUTED IN THEIR CHARACTER, 
.'iCALE AHD DIMENSlONS THE ';}REA.TEST SINGLE TRAGEDY WHICH H:\.S EVER 
::lCCURRED IN Tlf)E HISTORY OF GUYANA. NOTHING IN THE TIU.DITIONS OF 
OUR OWN PEOPLp_EAD TAU~RT OS TO EXPECT THEM. THE SENSELESS AND 
.'IASTEl'UL LOSS OF LIFE, tNCLODING THAT OF REPRESENTATIVE LEO J.; RYAN, 
A MEMBER OF TOUR COMMIT~EE, HAS DEEPLY SADDENED THE PARLIAMENT AND 
rEE PEOPLE OF GUYANA. FROM· THE MEASURE OF OUR OWN GRIEF, I CAN FULLY 
JNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE DISTRESS FELT BY THE UNITED STATES 
I.I11ITID OFFICIAL TTSE -
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:ON~RESS AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE; AND I VOULD, ~RE~EFORE, LI~E TO 
rAKE '(Hls OPPORTUNITY' OF ~ONFIRMPIG AND REU'.ERA'l'l NG '.'l'RE PLEDGE GIVEN 
ro yOU'IlY OUR Al1l!A::SADOR IN WASHINGTON, MR. tAWR'ENCE E. MANN OF THE 
FULL C0-QPERA'ri0N Of TEIE 10V'ERNI1ENT OF GUYANA IN OUR MUrUALLY DESIRABLE 
INTERESTS TO MAKE :FULL INVESTIGATION OF THIS TRAGIC EVENT • 

. AS YOU MAY [NO~. OUR CONCERN HAS LED US TO TAKE A NUMBER OF STEPS 
ro D!AL WITH TFE AFTER~Afff or NOEVEMBER 18. MANY OF THESE STEPS, I 
\M HAPPY TO SAT, HaVE INVOLVED ~0-DPERA'l'lON WITH AG£NCIES OF YOUR 
;ovERNMENT. SUCH CO-OPERATION HAS BEEN FACILITATED BY A MINISTERIAL 
LEVEL COMMITTEE WEICH VAS ES'rA.BLISHED WITH THAT OBJECt AS :lNE 0!' ITS 
'1Al N PURPOSES. IT WAS THIS COMMITTEE 'WHICH AR?;,ANGED P'OR THE CO-

. OR»INATIOU oF !NVF.STIA~ATIONS BY THE F.B.I. AND OUR O~N CRIMINAL 
rNVIS!IGATION DIVISION AS WELL AS THE JOI~T MILITARY/CIVILIAN TAS~ OF 
BODY IDtN!IFICA!ION AND REMOVAL. IN ADDITION, THERE HAVE OF COUaSE 
aiEN MANY OTHER STEPS SEPARATELY TA!CFN BY OUR OWN AG'ENC lES. IN 

LIMITED OFFICiAL USE I PAGE 1 



.\ 
--··---·-~·-· .. 

... .•' 

~ILLIAMS JESSIE ~ 
79 l£0RGETOWN 1148 

131/21/81 1037~4 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

·-

PRINTER: LI 

PU'l'ICULAR, OU.R LA\1 ENFORCEMENT AUTlRORITIES HAVE llHTIAT!!D ACTION IN 
OUR COURTS VRICH SE~S THE APPLICATION OF OUR LA~S TO SEVERAL ASPECTS 
OF JONESTOWN, ONCtU:DlNG THE DFATR OF COtHHiESSMAN RYAN. FIHAl.LY. THE 
GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA HAS DECIDED TO CONDUCT A JUDI~t~L INQUIRY INTO 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF JONESTOWN. . 

NOTE HAS BEEN TA~EN OF YOUR DECISION TO ORDER A COMMITTEE 
STAFF lNVi.STIGATION 1 ~ITO ALL OF T'HE CIRCUS'rANCES WHICS: t1IGIIT RAVE A 
BEARING ON THE DEA?H OF CON~RES5MAN RYAN AND OF YOUR REQUEST TO ALLOW 
YOUR STAFF GR~UP TO INTERVIEW CERTAIN GUYANESF GOVERNMENT OFFICIAt£ •. -
FkOM THE POINT OF VIEW OF MA!ING A CONCERTED APPROACH, THERE ARE T~O 
CONSIDERATIONS WHICH I HJ TURN IN"VI'rE YOUR TO CONSIDER. FIRST, AND 
AtTOGE~HER APART FROM QUESTIONS OF PROTDGOL, SENIRO ~OVERNMENT OFFI-
CIALS . . · . 
SA.ME O:F YHOM YOUR STAFF MAY WISH TO IN'TE!lVIE'er, A:RE v-ERY LIKELY TO BE 
AISO Rl:QUI!iED •ro TESTIFY .BEi'OnE OU!i OVN JUDICIAL I!4QUIRY. SECO!lDL!, 
A NEATER AND POSSIBLY MORE CONVENIENT VAT FOR TOUR COMMITTEE TO .BE 
kiMITED OFFICIAL-USE 
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SUPPL!GD VITH THEIR }.'"'JIDENCE WOULD BE TmtOUGH 1'HE REPORT Al>!D ~'1NDINGS 
OF OUi?r {~~N INQUIRY, TO Bf. P"ROVIDED ON A BASIS OF RECIPROCITY. MAY 
I ADD Tl!AT, St> FAR AS OUR·· IN~UIRY IS CONCERNED. NO OVERLAPPIN~ IS 
LIKELY 't;:> OCCUR .BECAUSE IT IS NOT COtfTIMPt!TED THAT OUR IN:)UIF~ WILL 
nE SEEKING TO INT"BRVI Eli ~OVl:RNMENTAL WI'l'NESS'F.S U.B THE UNITED ST! TES. 

AS YOU MAY NOT HAVE RAD THESE CIRCU~~TANCES IN MIN~. I 
WON~ER WHETHER IN THE LIGHT OF THEM, SOU MAT WISH TO RECONSIDER THE 
NECESS IRT FOR FOR TH"E REQUEST MADE IN TOUR LETTER·~ 

. PLEASE ACCEPT THB ASSURANCES OF'MT HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 
YOURS CO-oPERATIVELY, 
R .E. DYE"rT 
PERMANENT SECRETARY 
MINISTRy OF FOREIGN !FFAIRS 
THE ~ONOURABLE CLE~ENT J. Z!BLO:EI. 
CHAIRMAN, 
HOUSE FOREIGtJ AFFAIRS COMM!'l'TEE. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WASHINGTON D.D., 
u .. s.A. .. 
2~ &SEAUD ~NVEL:>PE ADDRESSED TO CHAIRMAN ZABLOCKI CON-

. TA!NING TRE OitilG!NAL OF THE GOG REPLY WILL .BE TRANSMITTED BY 
NEXT M~n.a:er.t P::l";JCH. 
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