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1. (UNC) APPEAL COURT HAS BEEN APPOINTED THE
sOLE COMMISSIONER TO CONDUTT™R *INTO -THE-JONESTOWN = -
TRAGEDY, ACCORDING TO AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE MINISTRY OF-
INFORMATION ON MARCH 31, 1979, THE GOVERNMENT HAD ORIGINALLY .
ANNOUNCED PLANS FDR THE COMMISSION ON JANUARY 16, 1979, 77

OR CRANE

=

5. (UNC) THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE INYESTIGATIDA AND

THE DATE-FOR ITS COMMENCEMENT HAVE NOT BEEN SETs HOWEVERs THE
BRESS RELEASE REPORTS THAT "THE COMMISSION WILL...HAVES,, 10
PROCEED IN SUCH A MANNER AS NOT 70O PREJUDICE THE RIGHT TO A - °
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EAIR TRIAL OF PERSONS CHARGED WITH CERTAIN CRIMINAL OFFENCES,"
FHE. TRIAL OF AMCIT CHARLES BEIKMAN, HWO IS CHARGED WITH THE
MURDER OF LINDA (SHARON) AMOS AND HER CHILDREN, I8 SCHEUDLED FOR
IHE: APRIL ASSIZES, A DATE HASNOT YET BEEN SET FOR THE SECOND”
PRELIMINARY INQUIRY INTO THE MURDERS OF -CONGRESSMAN 'LED RYAN'
AND FOUR OTHERS OF WHICH LAWRENCE LAYTON'IS AGCUSED c&8e™" =

i.*(UNC) JUDGE VICTOR CRANE, 59, 1S A BRITISH=TRAINED

SARRISTER WHO WAS. ADMITTED TO THE BARS OF GUYANA AND ST, LUCIA

IN 1949, FROM 1957 TO 1963 HE WAS CHIEF MAGISTRATE IN NIGERIA,

ME WAS APPOINTED TO THE APPEAL COURT IN GUYANA IN 1969 AND ~ ° =-
WON THE CACIQUE CROWN OF HONOUR, GUYANA'S HIGHEST AWARD FOR
SERVICE, IN.1975.- HE: IS MARRIED ‘AND HAS ONE DAUGHTER.

& (C) CRANE HAS A REPUTATION FOR BEING THORQUGH AND
METICULOUS, HE IS PROBABLY CONCERNED, "AS MOST GUYANAES
LaWYERS OF GOOD REPUTE WOUD BE, TO AVOID ANY ACTION THAT MIGHT
PREJUDICE THE OQUTCOME. OF THE BEIKMAN AND LAYTON MURDER TRIALS.
THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT CRANE MAY BE. EITHER THELNERT = ™
CHANCELLOR OF THE JUDICIARY OR THE NEXT CHiEF. JUSTICE,.
ARESUMABLY HIS CHANCES FOR EITHER APPOINTMENT FROM 'THE BURNHAM
GOVERNMENT COULD BE INFLWENCED BY HIS HANDLING "OF: THE PEOPLE'S

TEMPLE INQUIRY, geeii
BURKE '
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CARACAS FOR LEGATT

FASS JuSTICE DEPARTHMENT FUR JIM EFRGEN

E.9. 12065: GDS 4/3/8S(DWYER, RICHARD A.) OR-M

SUBJ: COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE THE JONESTOWN TRAG®D:

PEF: GRORGETOWN 0232 -

1. {UNC) APPEAL COURT JUDIE YICTOR CRANE HAS BEEN APPOINTED THE
50LE cQMMISSIONER TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY INTO 7TAE JONESTOWN
TRAGEDY, ACCORDIMG TO AN ANNOUNC EMENT FROM THE MINISIRY OF
INFORMATION ON HA&RCE 31, 1979. TEEF GOVERNMENT HAD ORIGINALLY
ANNOUNCED PLANS FUR TEE COMMISSION ON JANUARY 16, 1973.

2. (UNc) THE TERMS OF REFFRENCE FOR TFE INVESTIGATION AND

THE DATE FOR ITS COMMENCEMENT FAVE NOT BREN SET, HOWEVER, TRE
PRESS RELEASE REPORTS THAT "THE COMMISSION €ILL...RAVE... X0

PROCEED IN SUCH A MANNER AS NOT T0 PREJUDICE THE RIGHT TC &
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FAIR TRIAL OF PERSONS CHARZED WITH CERTAIN CRIMINAL OPFENCES.
THE TRIAL OF AMCIT CHARLRS BEIKMAN, ¥WHO IS CHARGED WITHE THE
MURDER OF LINDA (SBARON) AMOS AND EER CHILDBEIN, IS SCHEDULED FOR
THE aprIL ASSIZES. A DATE HASNOT YET BEEN SRET FOR THE SECOND
PRILIHIHARY INQUIRT INTO TFE HURDB&S 07 GONGRESQHAN LEQ R YAN

. RANE, 59. IS A BRITISE-!'RAINED
BAIRIS‘EIﬂ 'HO VA.S ADHITTED ’1'0 THE BARS OF GUYANA AND ST. LUCIA
IN 18¢g. FROM 1357 70 1953 HE WAS CHIBF MACISTRATE IN NIGERIA. '
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Ty TO THEZ APPEAL CCURT IN JUYAMA IN 1333 AND
T CROWHN OF BONOUR, GUYANA 'S FIGHEST A¥WARD F0R
?75. HE IS MARRIED AND HAS ONE DAUZETER.
-, y CAR HAS & REPUTZTIGN FOR BEINEZ TROROUGHE AMD
“ETICULCUS. FE IS PROIABLY CONZERNED, £S5 MOST GUYANAES
LAYYERS OF 00D REPUTE WQUD BE., TO AVOLID ANY AJTTON TFAT MISHT
PREJUDICE TFE JUTCOME OF TPE BET{MAN AND LAYTOMN MUZDFYL TRIALS.
THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT CRANE MAY BE EITHER TEE wFyY
THANCTLLOR OF THE JUDICIARY GR THE NEXT CHIEFT JUSTICR.
PRESUMAZLY BIS CEANCES FOR EITHER APPCINTMENT FEOM TET SUENEAM
;OVETHMENT COULD BFE IMPLUENCED BY HIS HANDLING {F TFF PEDPLE’S
TEMPLE INQUIRY.
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