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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

F E D E R A L B U R E A U O F I N V E S T I G A T I O N

Q u e e n s , N e w Y o r k
F e b r u a r y 2 1 , 1 9 7 9

65179/DMH/JCF

People's Temple Christ ian Disciples of God

During the period December 27, 1978 through January
23 , 1979 , a confiden t ia l source , i n a pos i t i on to fu rn ish
reliable information concerning the People's Temple
Christian Disciples of God (PT) and the Government of Guyana
was interviewed at the Brooklyn-Queens Metropol i tan
R e s i d e n t A g e n c y ( B Q M R A ) o f t h e F e d e r a l B u r e a u o f I n v e s t i q a t i o n
( F B I ) . ( U )

The People 's Temple Chr ist ian Discip les
of God is publ ical ly known as a rel ig ious
encampment in Jonestown, Guyana, South
A m e r i c a . I n N o v e m b e r , 1 9 7 8 , P T l e a d e r ,
the Reverend Jim Jones and 914 people
w e r e k i l l e d a f t e r t h e a s s a s s i n a t i o n o f
L e o R y a n , a U n i t e d S t a t e s ( U S )
Congressman and others in Guyana by
m e m b e r s o f t h e P T . ( U )

T h a e r v i i v - f s p

(U) itiLt buydiia in ^ i n r n e ^ i u y a n e s e . U d V ^ f h w e n t ,

T h e s o u r c e s t a t e d t h a t h e b e l i e v e d i f h e r e m a i n e d
in Guyana, he and his family would be kil led on orders
of Prime Minister Linden Forbes Bumham of Guyana. Source
s t a g e d f e g ] g t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t o c c u r r e d b e c a u s e h e

b 6 - 2
b 7 C - 2
b 7 D - 1

(U) w i t h P a u r a " f t d a m s ^ a n a o m i n r s t r a t b r t h d P T p a r t y a t

C l a s s
R e a s o n
1 - 2 , 4 . 2
D a t e o
D e c l a
1 9 9 9

E x t e n d e d b y 8 5 2 0
i x t e n s i o n F C I M , I I ,

^ew fo r
i fi c a t i o n F e b r u a r y 2 1 ,

T h i s d o c u m e n t c o n t a i n s n e i t h e r r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s n o r c o n c l u s i o n s
of the FBI . I t i s the proper ty o f the FBI and is loaned to
y o u r a g e n c y ; i t a n d i t s c o n t e n t s a r e n o t t o b e d i s t r i b u t e d
outside your agency.

.VvSl̂  Jone5town-325
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PT Christ ian Disciples of God

"Georgetown in -Guyana

S o u r c e a d v i s e d t h a t P r i m e M i n i s t e r B u r n h a m c a m e
into power in Guyana in 1953 under a coalition Government
s t i l l under Br i t i sh con t ro l . Burnham, a communis t , heads
the People 's Nat ional Congress (PNC), the party current ly
in cont ro l in Guyana. Burnham's pr imary oppos i t ion,
Cheddie Bharatjajan, leader of the People's Progressive
Party (PPP), was overthrown when Burnham came into power.
The only viable opposit ion party in Guyana today is the
L i b e r a t i o n P a r t y h e a d e d b y D r. C o n r a d G a n r h a k u m a r. S o u r c e
stated that Burnham has maintained power by "rigging"
e l e c t i o n s . — (

Source advised that East Indian Hindus represent
5 2 p e r c e n t o f V h f * p n p n 1 a » . i o n o f G u v a t i a -

l o w e v e r

b e c a u s e 6 :
l e s o u r c e b 6 - 2

b 7 C - 2
b 7 D - 1

S o u r c e a d v i s e d t h a t h e I ~

A a a m s . I m e t A a a r o s I I
"Iccordinc to the source, maintained

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h A d a m s . S o u r c e s t a t e d

, I" a close associate of Prime MinisterH e a d v i s e d t h a t A d a m s

( U b -

Jonestown-326
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F T C h r i s t i a n D i s c i p l e s o f G o d

i g n n r n f t s t a t e d t h a t w h e n

^ A d a m s r e f u s e d t od i s c u s s i t w i t h h i m . S o u r c e a d v i s e d t h a t a t o n e t i m e ,
Bu rnham had a f a rm fo r g row ing Gan ja , a d rug resemb l i ng
M a r i j u a n a , n e a r t h e a i r p o r t i n G e o r g e t o w n . T h e G a n j a w a s
b e i n g g r o w n a n d e x p o r t e d f o r p r o fi t b y B u r n h a m . S o m e G a n j a
s u b s e q u e n t l y f o u n d i t s w a y i n t o l o c a l m a r k e t s a n d t h e f a r m
became pub l i c know ledge caus ing embar rassmen t t o Bu rnham. The
f a r m i n g w a s d o n e b y a n e l i t e n u m b e r o f s o l d i e r s i n t h e
Guyanese Defense Force (GDP). When the farming became
p u b l i c k n o w l e d g e , f o u r o f fi c i a l s o f t h e G D F d i s a p p e a r e d . S o u r c e
s t a t e d t h a t h e h a d h e a r d J o n e s t o w n h a d t a k e n t h e p l a c e o f \ ✓
t h i s f a r m a n d w a s t h e T a r g e s t p " i fi " " G u y a n a ~ . ~

S o u r c e a d v i s e d t h a t G u y a n e s e I n d i a n s c a l l e d ' * B u c k
P e o p l e " , t o l d h i m t h a t p o l i c a l e n e m i e s o f B u r n h a m w e r e k i l l e d
o p e n l y a t J o n e s t o w n . T h e s e p o l i t i c a l e n e m i e s w e r e b r o u g h t
t o J o n e s t o w n b y t h e G D F. S o u r c e s a i d t h a t t h e " B u c k
P e o p l e " t o l d h i m t h e r e w e r e a c r e s o f G a n j a b e i n g g r o w n a t
J o n e s t o w n . S o u r c e a d v i s e d t h a t B u r n h a m o w n e d t w o s e a g o i n g
t r a w l e r s a n d t h a t w i t h t w o s h i p s o w n e d b y t h e P T, f r e q u e n t
t r i p s t o M i a m i , F l o r i d a w e r e m a d e s m u g g l i n g G a n j a i n t o t h e
D S ;

S o u r c e a d v i s e d t h a t I U c l o s e a s s o c i a t e
nf Burnham fnrmer lv employed as an I

s o u r c e c u r r e m o p e r a t e s a

I w h i c h
l e o w n s r b 6 - 2

b 7 C - 2
b 7 D - 1

Jonestown-327
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PT Christ ian Disciples of God

S o u r c e f e e l s t h a t A d a m s h a s u s e d h e r r e l a t i o n s h i p
I t o g e t p r e f e r r e d a n d s p ^ c i ^ t r e a t m e n t f r o m

BUrnnan 'S gove rnm^T"To r " the - -PT" ;

S o u r c e a d v i s e d t h a t h e w a s n o t i n G u y a n a a t t h e
t ime o f the assass ina t ion o f Congressman Ryanr however r
from his knowledge of how Burnham operates/ he feels
t h e J o n e s t o w n " s u i c i d e " i s m o r e c o m p l e x t h a n h a s b e e n
por t rayed th "~ t ^^

S o u r c e s t a t e d t h a t h e f e e l s t h e i n i t i a l b o d y
c o u n t o f t h e d e a d w a s c o r r e c t . H e s t a t e d t h a t h e f e e l s
a great many Jonestown occupants fled into the surrounding
bush after Jones announced his plan of mass suicide. They
w e r e t h e n t r a c k e d d o w n b y a n e l i t e f o r c e o f t h e G D F, w h i c h
w a s p e r m a n e n t l y s t a t i o n e d a r o u n d J o n e s t o w n t o k e e p t h e
o c c u p a n t s i n s i d e o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t . T h o s e P T m e m b e r s w h o
e s c a p e d w e r e k i l l e d b y t h e G D P a n d t h e i r b o d i e s
j i & s e q u e n t l y p o s i t i o n e d i n t h e a r e a o f t h e m a i n p a v i l l i o n
a t J o x f e s t o w n r —

Jonestown-328
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F T C h r i s t i a n D i s c i p l e s o f G o d

The source stated that Burnham's delay in le t t ing
U S o f fi c i a l s i n t o J o n e s t o w n , w a s t o a l l o w t h e b o d i e s t o
d e c o m p o s e s o t h a t a d i s c r e p a n c y i n t h e t i m e s o f d e a t h o f
u p t o t w e l v e h o u r s b e t w e e n t h e fi r s t g r o u p o f 4 0 0 a n d t h e
fi n a l c o u n t o f o v e r 9 0 0 , c o u l d n o t b e d e t e c t e d . S o u r c e
s a i d t h a t h e f e l t t h e a i r c r a f t b e i n g g u a r d e d b y G D F l e a d e r s
a t the end o f the runway a t Por t Ka tuma, when Congressman
R y a n a n d h i s p a r t y w e r e g u n n e d d o w n , c o n t a i n e d n a r c o t i c s r e a d y
t o b e fl o w n t o M i a m i . S o u r c e s t a t e d t h a t h a d R y a n o r h i s
. .p^r ty gone ne^ ^e a i rp lane, they would have been k i l led
by t he~GDP^ —

Source adv i sed tha t Bu rnham i s supposed to be
v e r y f r i e n d l y w i t h R u s s i a n s a n d C u b a n s , y e t h e i s a l s o
br ing ing in Chinese. The Chinese are bui ld ing a g lass
factory, a c lay br ick factory, and a palace for Burnham.
§Q)i.rce . st^ that he cannot iinderatax^ why the US Embassy
j ust s i ts ' " there lJoisg"^^

b 6 - 2
b 7 C - 2
b 7 D - 1

- 5 -

Jonestown-329
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(U)

(U)

IU>

- 6 -

Jonestown-330

PT Christ ian Disciples of God

s t a t e d t h a t h e h e a r d t h a t f r o m J u l y , 1 9 7 7 , u n t i l I 1
lAuqust/ 1978, unloading of Cuban ships took place

border--of-~Guyana r

S o u r c e a d v i s e d h e a s c e r t a i n e d t h a t t h e a b o v e
m a t e r i a l w a s b e i n g p u r c h a s e d f o r t h e C D F f r o m f u n d s o u t s i d e
o t n o r m a l e s t a b l i s h e d d e f e n s e a c c o u n t s . T h i s i n e f f e c t
Mouldconceal these purchases as being mi l i tary relajbed^and
are outs Fde "the" "scope bf" fiomaa™ au:dli:ing^^ c^

A d r a w i n g o f t h e s e l w h i c h t h e
s o u r c e h a s c h a r a c t e r i z e d a s " a c c u r a t e a n d r e a s o n a b l e " i s
" h e r e t o f o r a t t a c h e d . -
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P T C h r i s t i a n D i s c i p l e s o f G o d

b 6 - 2
b 7 C - 2
b 7 D - 1

. . a j n d t h a t " '
v a r i l s h e d ;

S o u r c e s a i d t h a t h e h a s h e a r d t h a t t h r e e l a r g e

S o u r c e s a i d t h a t w h e n p a s s i n g t h i s a r e a b y
a u t o m o b i l e , h e o b s e r v e d b l a c k G D F s o l d i e r s i n j e e p s . O n
s o m e o c c a s i o n s , h e o b s e r v e d w h i t e m a l e s t r a v e l l i n g b y
jeep in groups of twos and threes. Source stated that these
w h i t e m a l e s w e r e d e fi n i t e l y n o t C u b a n s . S o u r c e s a i d t h a t
h e h a s h e a r d r u m o r s t h a t R u s s i a n s w e r e b e i n g fl o w n i n t o t h e
i n t e r i o r o f G u v a n a . S o u r c e r e l a t e d t h a t w h e n h e r e s i d e d-in- Cimawa. al I told him that^

T h e s o u r c e a d v i s e d t h a t a n a s s o c i a t e o f h i s t o l d
h i m t h a t h e h a d o b s e r v e d t w o t r u c k s e x p l o d e w i t h t e r r i c f o r c e
w h i l e a h n v f t m f t n ^ i o n e d d u m p .

J o n e s t o w n - 3 3 1
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P T C h r i s t i a n D i s c i p l e s o f G o d

Source stated he|
advised.Jfebat_jWie„_C^^^ presence is very
w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f E m b a s s y :

- x e y i n t i u y a j

b 6 - 2
b 7 C - 2
b 7 D - 1

S o u r c e a d v i s e d t h a t A d a m s t o l d h i m s h e h e l <
> o s i t i o n o f A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A s s i s t a n t w i t h i n t h e P T . I

— / s h e s l e p t a n d
l i v e d i n h e r o f fi c e a t t n e f t G e b l f ^ & t o v n f a c i l i t y a t a l l
t i m e s i n d i c a t i n g t h a t s h e h a d l i t t l e t o d o w i t h t h e o t h e r P T
m e m b e r s w h o a c c o r d i n g t o s o u r c e l i v e d i n v e r y c r a m p e d q u a r t e r s
wi th 50-75 people occupying a standard s ized dwel l ing. (U)

b 6 - 2 , 7
b 7 C - 2 , 7
b 7 D - 1

b 6 - 2
b 7 c - 2
b 7 D - 1

l e f t L a m a h a G a r d e n s f o r J o n e s t o w n f o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y a f o u r
mon th pe r iod be tween Februa ry and June , 1978 . When she
r e t u r n e d t o G e o r g e t o w n # s o u r c e s t a t e d s h e h a d l o s t a l o t o f
w e i g h t . I t a p p e a r e d s h e h a d b e e n w o r k i n g v e r y h a r d a n d h a d
gone through some type of ordeal. (U)

A d a m s

- 9 -

3onestown-332
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P T C h r i s t i a n D i s c i p l e s o f G o d

D u r i n g A d a m s ' a b s e n c e , D e b b i e To u c h e t t e p e r f o r m e d
her dut ies in Georgetown. (U)

b 6 - 2
b 7 C - 2
b 7 D - 1

He stated that PT meinbers|
A d a m s , To u c h e t t e . T i m J o n e s , a n d P a t C a r t m e l l . T h e ^

b 6 - 2
b 7 C - 2
b 7 D - 1

t : o u l d n o t : - " h a v e
I Guyanese citizens 3"

l y - b e e n g i v e n t h e ~ s a m e " p r i v i l e g e s m

A c c o r d i n g t o s o u r c e , a l l o u t o f c o u n t r y c a l l s a r e
m o n i t o r e d a n d r e c o r d e d b y B u r n h a m ' s g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e r e f o r e
a l l PT bus iness conduc ted by te lephone have come to the

..attention of-"the Guyanese Governmen-t. " tBjC

- 1 0 -

Jonestown-333
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PT Christ ian Disciples of God

S o u r c e a d v i s e d t h a t t h e d a v f <

JonestDwn-334


