TRANSMIT VIA:

. FBI

»®

|

|

|

T PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: !
[] Teletype ] Immediate ] TOP SECRET :
O Fac.simile [ Priority (1 SECRET :
K -Airtel [] Routine [] CONFIDENTIAL ;
\\‘/ [JUNCLAS EFTO i
Q \ ] UNCLAS |
W Date _2/27/79 :'

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (89-4286)

QXYZ&UR

SAC, WFO (89-570) (P) S
AT i I
Cellar . oUsDUl e d
Re SF teletype to Bureau and WFO dated 1/26/79,
and WFO teletype to Bureau and San Francisco dated l/29/79(j&>

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of an
FD 302 reflecting interview of GEORGE BERDES. The original
and two copies of the aforementioned 302 are enclosed
for the San Francisco division. Also enclosed for San Francisco
is the original and two copies of an FD 302 reflecting
transportation of evidence to FBIHQ on 1/30/79.(u)

With regard to the lead set forth in re San Francisco
teletype to contact each member of the HIRC and their aides
and obtain any documents they may have concerning the IIIRC's
investigation of the Peoples Temple, WFO contacted the
Administrative Aide for Congressman CLEHENT J. ZABLOCKI,
Chairman, House International Relations Committee, (HIRC)
and was advised to contact GEORGE BERDES of the Committee ,
staff. BERDES was contacted and an appointment was made for
2/14/79.Cu)

BERDES indicated during this interview that at
least 60 Congressmen and Senators received information about
the Peoples Temple primarily regarding the STOEN matter.

t the time of Congressman RYAN's trip to Jonestown, Guyana,
there were 37 members on the HIRC. BERDES indicated that,
in his opinion, the best way to solicit information from
the committee memberé)and other members of Congress Wh?fa A
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may have received information regarding the Peoples Temple
would be to send a letter to each member of Congress advising
them of the Bureau's investigative interest in the death

of Congressman RYAN and a desire to receive any information
the Representatives or Senators might desire to furnish

to the FBI. It would also be appropriate to advise

Chairman ZABLOCKI of the fact that such a letter was being
sent. BERDES recommended this over personal contact with
individual Congressmen and Senators primarily since some
information available to Representatives and Senators might be
of a confidential nature and would probably not be made
available to the FBI./%?

WEO feels that'a letter from tﬁé Director to each
Senator and Representative signed by the Director would be
more appropriate then a letter from IFO.

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU (Y

The Bureau is requested to consider drafting a
letter from FBIHQ, providing Congressmen with the opportunity to
furnish information they may have regarding the Peoples
Temple to either FBIHQ or the Washington Field Office, as
designated by Headquarters. It is noted that WFO has already
received information from the offices of Congressman OTTINGER
(Democrat MNew York) and Congressman NEAL (Hloxrth Carolina)z:%{
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GIDORGE BERDES, House International Relations

Committee (UIRC), Room 2170, the Rayburn House Office
Building, furnished the following informationf/yj

The investigation of the HIRC into tHe Jonestown,
Guyana, incident on November 18, 1978, was initiated on
Hovembexr 24, 1978, and is classified at the present tine.
In checking with the committee, he has been advised that this
information could not be turned over to the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) at this time, however, @ copy of
the report, made public before the HIRC at a later date,
could be cbtained by the FBI. He noted that there are
requests in their investigation, to this point, by certain
individuals for confi&entiality.(th

The only coantacts the committee had with the
Peoples Temple and the Jonestown settlement at Guyana were
in early 1978 when MNARCELINE JONES visited the Capital and
contacted the Iouse International Relations Sub-commitiee on
Latin American Affairs about the STOEY matter. She left
a letter from CHARLES GARRY with the Sub-committee which
contained about the legal aspects of the STOEN custody matter. All
of the committee members who were contacted at that tine
were contacted only in reference to the STOEN custody matter./zy

Correspondence in possession of the committee
relating to Congressman LEO J. RYAN's trip to Jonestown, Guyana,
contains a letter from Congressman RYAN to the Chairman,
CLEMEYUT J. ZABLOCKI,; requesting permission to make the trip
and a letter from the Chairman to Congressmn RYAN giving
permission to take the trip and asking him to take a minority
member of the committee, and a letter from Congressman RYAN
asking to take a HIRC Staff Aide which was granted and
JIM SCHOLLAERT was assigned.(z(

There were no full committee investigations into
the Peoples Temple or Sub-~committee investigations into the
Peoples Temple prior to Congressman RYAN's departure for
Jonestown, Guyana, JIi SCHOLLAERT and JACKIE SPIER, who wasKQ?/
{
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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a Staff Ailde for Congressman RYAN, would have information
dealing with the arrangements through the Department of
State for the trip to Jonestown, Guyana, of Congressman RYAN.[éZ

He is aware that approximately 60 reprcesentatives
and Congressmen have been contacted at some point in the J
past regarding the Peoples Temple, most of these having
to do with the STOEN custody case, and many of these names
would appear in the documents furnished by the Department
of State. To his knowledge, all of these were handled as
congressional inquiries to the Department of State.(/%y
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GILORGE BERDES, House Internatlonal Relations
Committee (HIRC), Roor 2170, the Rayburn Eouse Office
Building, furnished the following information:(Y /

The investigation of the HIRC into the Jonestown,
Guyana, incident on NHovenber 18, 1978, was initiated on
Hovermber 24, 1978, and is cla551fle& at the present tine.
In checking w1th the committee, he has been advised that this
information could not be turned over to the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) at this time, however, a copy of
the report, nmade public before the HIRC at a later date,
could be obtained by the FPRI. He noted that there are
requests in their investigation, te this point, by certain
individuals for confideat;alxty.[u%

The only contacts the committee had with the
Peoples Temple and the Jdonestown settlement at Guyana were
in early 1978 when MARCELINE JONES visited the Capital and
contacted the louse International Relations Sub-~committee on
Latin Mmerican Affairs about the STOBEH ratter. She left
a letter from CHARLES GARRY with the Sub-committee which
contained about the legal aspects of the STOEN custody matter. ALl
of the committee members who were contacted at that tine
were contacted only in reference to the STOEN custody matter.(zy

Correspondence in possession of the committee
relating to Congressman LEQ J. RYAN's trip to Jonestown, Guyana,
containg a letter from Congressman RYAN to the Chairman,
CLEMEAT J. ZABLOCKI, requesting permission to make the trip
and a letter from the Chairman t0 Congressmn RYAN giving
permvission to take the txip and asking him to take a ninority
member of the committee, and a letter from Congressman RYAN
asking to take a HIRC Staff Aide which was granted and
JIM SCHOLLAERT was assigned ,( %(

There were no full committee investigations into
the Peoples Temple or Sub-committee investigations into the
Peoples Tenple prior +o Congressman RYAN'’s departure for
Jonestown, Cuyana. JI SCHOLLAERT and JACKIE SPILR, who wai/ée/
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a Staff Aide for Congressman RYAN, would have information
i dealing with the arrangements through the Depariment of
State for the trip to Jonestown, Guyana, of Congressman RYAH.

He is aware that approxinately 60 representatives
and Congressnicn have been contacted at some point in the
past regarding the Peoples Temple, rost of these having
to do with the STOSN custody case, and nany of these nanes
would appear in the documents furnished by the Department
of State. To his knowledge, all of these were handled as
congressional inguiries to the Department of Stateyp%/






