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Dear Mr. Shaffer:

F%é{' In connection with the staff inquiry I have ordered into the death
of Representative Leo J. Ryan and the resulting incidents at Jonestown, P
Guyana, the Committee respectfully requests the following additional g )
information and materials: Yo \{,ﬁ

(1) A copy of the personal history of Jim Jomes cited
in the attached December 20, 1978 New York Times
article.

(2) An evaluation of the authenticity of the above
document.

Thanking you in adyance for your cooperation and assistance, I am

Sincerely yours,

Chairman
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CORGUNIST IN 1957

\i Document, Said to Be the Writing
of Cultist,-Says Religion Was
Means to Political Ends

'-é’
‘By NICHOLAS M. HCRROCK
Sir<ial to Tin Now Yook Thore

GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Dec. 17 —
Jim Jones, whose People’s Temple setthe-
ment here espoused more socfallsin then
religion, was a Communist from the carly
1950's on, according to a rambling, dis-
Jointed personal history found among his
effects and published by the Government-
owned newspaper here.

Car] Blackman, editor of The Chrend-
cle, this nation's largest newspaper, said
the document appeared (o be legitimate,
to be Mr. Jornes's personal writing and
thoughts, prepared in 1974, .

‘l%gm’l“n%plied throughout that
Mr. Joncs was always 8 Lommurlet 2nd |

~ #erc g 4
(AT R UTR NS Teligious_connections
ORIy 10 TWrher Cominunist ends aiid {9,
STITICIZE CONRICRAtcRS. "
hers.of the.Reo-

gle's Temple who survived the Nov. 18
eath ntual indicated that the group hsa

not been lormally Teligious for several
yCars, even gRtTegistered A% 4 Lol

gﬁm*ﬂ {-CaNfornia and took
=dvaniage of the provisicnis for religious
argEgizalions in Federal, income..te

-

laws. And they said they heard a great
dealol “socialistrhetoric."

.

Attachment to the Tecbn‘lque-

Several survivors, lke the former farm,
mansger, Jim Bore, supgested, thal K.
Jores's attachment (0 religion was not to,

RE ISt AnE S BB (he _technique. MT.
Yones, he said, had found cvangelical
sa%ing. music, {aith-bealing and other
tent-mueling techniques ueeful in attract-

Ing_and con(rofling_the many working-
class rgcmoc‘_ rs, particularly the aged,

whose S/xia urlty and Governmenpt
SupporL_chCKs were an Important.re-
Sour

According to the document, Mr. Jones,
while studying at the University of Indl-
ana, "‘somewhere along in 1849-1950,"" be-
came convinced there was a consplracy
in the United States to ostracize Commu-
nists.

“And if you had any Communist coa-
nections, your grandma or your cousin,
or your trade union, you wouldn't get into
this country (the United States). Immi-
pration barriers were borrible. But Nazis
kept cuming in by the umteen thousands.
That is why [ brcame very pro-Jewish.
The strongest on the Communist side
were Jews.'”

He recalled **1 was in a cama when the
Rasenbergs [{Julius and Ethel Rosen-
berg, convicted of treason in the sale of
atomic secrets to the Soviet Union] were
being executed. T was ready to die, infec-
tious hepatitis.” Mr. Jones said that he
would have *‘marched till there were
holes in my shoes trying to petition” to
save them and that he kept asking his

wife, Marccline. “*Are they dead yet?"’

theasend Cesths. Twish 1
could have WA then. Hell, you can have
only so many Yevolutifaary deaths,' he
wrote. Some time after the Rosenbergs
were executed, Mr. Jooes sald, ‘1 quit
crying. Doa't cry any more. Rough being
a Cemmunist. Lot of persecuticas would
inake good stories but I don't know how o
get them out, teo painful.

The document ccatinued: “I'd get
picked up hitch-hiking, talking Commu-
nism — Car would corne 10 a screeching
stop, and I'd be ordered out of the car,
middle of nowbere. Happened not once
but Gozens of times.""

It sald that talking about Communism
was what put Mr. Jones In touch with a
man he called "Martin,”” a Methodist su-
perintendent, who put him into his first
chuich.

“He said [ want you to take a church. 1
said, you giving me a church. I con't be-
lieve anything. I'm a revolutionary ...
and be appointed me, a Communist, toa
church, and [ didn't even meet him
through the party, I met him in 2 used car

“I feet &

. lot. This wzs in 1833, the document said.

Religious Trzpplngs Abcent
At Jonestown, newsmen noticed that

there oy ious. place rds. or.out-
wardly .religious.trappings.n.the.com-
munity. There was a map of the Soviet
Unijon; a sign over Mr. Jones's mother’s
grave read: ‘*Lynette P. Jones, {n com-
memoration of a true fighter for the just,
who gave the ultimate, a son, so he could
serve the people In the struggle for jus-
tice, for freedom from oppression and for
the foundations of soclalism."”
Two_survivors, both ol whom asked
interviews that tirzir names not be

durin
uscd :B‘E'cause they feansd. retalfation,
s{run jeve that, even if Mr Joges

did not have a clear Ideological position, a

OERtTgu¥6l militant Marxists sur-
Toundged him, g :
~-PRBERdTeveral Jonestown leaders
went to great lengths during the settle-
ment's last hours to bequeath some §7
millicn to the Soviet Union. The money, in
Panamanizn and Venezuelan bank ac-
counts, ywas placed in the names of
sceveral of the Temple's leaders.

The.rambling femoir has little detail
On Mr. Jones's understanding of Marxist
socialist jdeotogy, buit {t contalns a rather
superficial view of 2kh Century Commu-
nist political history:

‘I Went With the Faos®

‘‘But when [Mao Tse-tung, the late Chi-
nese Jeader] turned against the Soviets, |
had troubles with that period even though
1 idolized himn for what he did in the long
march, I thought that was tremendous;
but T had real trouble. Because Mao was
the lover of the Soviets, he loved Stalin

Joscph Stalin, former Premier of the

oviet Unlon]. I never would accept that
Stalin was all that bad as he was por-
trayed.”

The document zdded that when revi-
sionists condemned Stalin ‘‘that’s when [
broke with the C.P. The American C.P.
{Communist Party]. I broke all my con-
nections and went with the Mans. Be-
cause of loyalty again, deep-seated loyul-
ty."”
One long zection of the document extols
the virtves of Stalin, stating, *'If it hadn't

been for Stalin, Ruw b?ve,rpver
¢ n yar. s -_:>
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