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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

»>

..J.".. Date of transcription 5/17 /79
Investigator, Pepartment of Justice, ﬁgc
State of California, 2720 Taylor Street, San Francisco, Cali- '

fornia, furnished agent 28 pages, which reflect rubber stamps
identifying numerous banks advised that thess rubker
stamps currently in possass;on of the San Francisco People's
Termle receiver, TA)

Copies of the above pages as well as a 2 page
newspaper article and 1 page reflecting identification of known

People's Temple assets are attached to this report. u{

ALL Iuk‘ﬂ‘"" U (L SBEORARIRY

e bsesdn

Interviewed on 5/15/79 «San Franciseo, California Fie# ar 00-9250

by SA DOMALD R, FWATR Date dictated . - = B3/17/70

7- 25— X175

It is the property of the FBI and is loaned fo your agency

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions‘of the FBl.
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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P@i@g@ws Ffemple assets @ . |
l‘orelgn bank accou'zts Lvvenn arvoerenidy y $17,234,689 | - T .
" Callfornia roal estate . “ =TT . . - '
- ,* ' San Francisco lemple, 1859 Geary Blvd 3 $300,000 .
* - Mendocino County: - -° . - ..
BN Happy Arces Ranch, 37 acres, lnc!udmg 11 acres of vln'eyards. wennee $350.000 | .| I
«- -. Redwood Valley lemple, 3 arces including Jones' house and pool..... $300,000 1 e '
. i Los Angeles County . i TR a S
. o N -~ Caslaic ranch, 65 acres deeded to Charies Garry law hrm‘,.. crerrrsssinenens $50,000 - L
AT ' L 1435 Alvarado Terrace, Los Angeles” $83,320 .- e e T
ISR S AR 932 E. Santa Barbara Ave,Los Angeles " $9,880 . T -
" - . Total $1,148,200 ' )
. . Cash, gold and jewelry - - . " ALL TN ’mrm‘w CONTATITG |
Cash al San Francisco temple S1ICHBOTT IS 75 W$IPI®
- Cash found at of near Jonestown 3 $1,039,367.49; 7' f g
Checks found at Jonestown $5200.0<)03 i ,z y
Cash, jewelry, gold conliscated by Guyana government.......... reenenee $1,000.000
Cash returned by Soviet embassy in Guyana 5 $34,800 .
Total $2,374,167.49 . . v
Celifornia bank accounts . | : e . -~
- Bank of Montreal, San Francisco..... ; $21,000
Bank of Montreal, San Francisco.... bor. $100,000
Wells Fargo Bank, Los Angeles § Unknown ¢
Investment at Jonestown . ‘ . { ’
Improvements, equipment, supplies .
Taotal 7' $5,000,000 .
g it highabal Dt . !
Total known Peoples Temple assots.....eicisne. $26,056,956 4 ot .

[ . i

. . Zurich, Switzerand T~ ; 8 S
X h - Union Bank of Switzedand. leas than $1, 000,000 .
S ‘ Account in the name of 3 Peopte’s Temple mombors

» o

% : ¢ gl " Union Bank of Switzerdand: safe deposi box, , .
. . s , . *; conteals unknown — -
1

NV m e : < :
i b S ’ . : ’ Parls, Fronce] te )
(X - . Acoounts M\h.unknown doposits] . 6
ﬂ

lls Fargo: Amount unknovm

Vet ' Kt Hessau, Bahamas. = T,

Los Angeles 8ank of Nova Scotis: $208,39607 ¢ . '

ank of Amenca, 2142 otympm Boutevard Account in the name of Jm W. Jones

3 accounts: Amount unknown ‘
Curaceo .
Account in the name of
Jim Jonas and Carolyn Jones

y ', Yirglo islands
. . A with unk deposit: N
. . - o4 e 3
- i ‘ «. GOrenade
, N - ° ."f Grenada National Bank: $76,000
San Francisco %, Account in the name of People’s Temple,
. Bank of Montreal, « & Calitoraia corp. -
w 333 Catifornea Sireot A
23c ts $21,000+ TP g 4.
. accoun . - . "~ , ggn-wsmm. gggww
D e o | Uoited Califomia Bank,  ~ ’, b relays: S660.
2 T 5 s tantgomery Steeet: Amount unknown } . . * _ {_Account in name of Temple member
. - Banko( Americ ) - Georgétown, Guyans .~ .
. Fiimore Streel: undcf $10.000 . 4 . 5 Barciays ameﬂy‘ Lom
. . Panama Clty, Panama - . . Nationel Go-Operative Bank - .
Swass Banking Corp: $2.043,000 of Guyana: $200.000

Acct. number: 3357

Union Bank of Switzerland: $5,231.536
Acct. nember: 121-:00-191A

Union Bank of Switzerand: $6,173000

Caracas, Yenozusla .
Banco Umon de Venozuela, $33,757.87 : H .
Accnunt in the name of Maria Katsans

{ Accl. number- 121-00-135A Othor sccounts: $2.000.000 ?- J
WY n te, - s
: -3 N S K - ’ ‘.: T ’
. Lt .__, ‘ < ,.. D . . f - A PN - . 41)?;;( + poannd ;} y;‘;i \ii‘ﬁ; e ‘I;\S_-‘:*z“ " :;‘ <. .
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All the whxle pre'xchmg socxalism the
Rev. Jim.Jones skillfully wielded the toois
of capnahsm to huild an international
financial empire now estimated (o be worth
at least $26 million.

That fortune was amassed through a
myriad of techniques ranging from selling
Jocks of his own hair to milking the life
savings and property of even his poorest
parishioners. Jones sent aides on continent-
hopping trips to seek out banks with the

highest interest rates and to protect church .

funds from possible seizure by U.S. au-
thorities. -

At the end, Jones had his aides
shuttling Peopies Temple millions from
bank to bank like a seasoned financial
_wizard. The empire was so extensive ang so
cleverly camouflaged that American inve-
stigators have not been able to uncover.all
the assets, In fact, they haven’t been able to
determine the value of half a dozen
reported Peoples Temple bank accounts
that could push the total holdings higher.

The financial picture — drawn by The
Examiner from public records and from
interviews with investigators, attorneys and
former temple members — shows the
temple held far more property, cash and
other assets than has been disclosed.

The Examiner has learned:

o The temple held three numbered .
Swiss bank accounts in Panama worth more

than $12 million and accounts in at jeast 10

other countries worth an additional $;) .

million-plus.

@ Although moqt of the temple's Cali-
fornia real estate holdings were liquidated
before the exodus to Guyana in the summer
of 1977, property worth almost $1.5 million
was sold after that. And real estate worth

more than $1 million still is held by the

<% &ighurch,

o The temple invested an estimated 85
miliion in its jungle settlement near Port
Kaituma, Guyana. And at the time of the
mass poisoning there Nov. 18, more than §2
million in cash, jewelry, gold and govern-
ment checks were on hand there.

“What he was doing’ ‘all those years was
making a name and building an empire of

gT@

Pt
wrmmwnrm-zwgw SR e

money and power," says Richard
Cordell, a former assistant minister
who followed Jones for 20 years
and who has filed a $51 milllon
damage claim against the church.

“It was like the appetite of a
starving dog. He was always schem-

. ing. Anything you can imagine to

raise money he did. He'd swindle;
he'd take money, and he had people
threatening others... to sell their
property or they'd dic. "

I thought he was a prophet of -

God... He took the best people in
the wor}d and he used them —
raped them is more like it.”

During the temple’s humble
beginnings in Indiana a gquarter-
century ago, Jones sold monkeys to
raise money and set up non-profit
religlous corporations to guard his
assets. Raking in thousands from
the collection plate and the sale of
members’ property, Jones became a

millionaire by the time he immk

grated to California in 1969.

While the faithful shopped'm ’

thrift stores and turned over their
salaries and wordly gouds, the
temple's treasure chest in Redwood
Valley, Mendocino County, climbed

to $11 million by 1974, according to

former Jones® aide Terri Buford.
The sale of prayer cloths, apricot
pits and pictures of Jones helped.

By 1877 the temple bad goge
international, with its commune in

Guyana and its fortune snaking its”

way into banks around the globe.

Temple funds in San Francisco
bank accounts, with balances rang-

ing from a few thousand dollars to.

$1 million, began to move out of the
country-during 1977. In some cases,
Barclays and other banks with
branches here transferred temple
money overseas by wire.

Temple members iimnigratiné

to Guyana also were instructed to
carry up to $5,000 — the legal limit -

on the amount cash that can be

taken out of the United States —- )
and once at Jonestown they turned 555 - %!

£ money over to the temple. ,&
half the 900 Jonestown settle r'?“
done this, it would ac"oun;‘?;_:3
mnhon 2

W?h @ %
udw@‘;ﬂ} 13[ uCﬁ%@EC‘:s @b

. movina-among_ banks

Spal

i'l’hev went to Fanama a

Temple money moved from the
United States to foreign countries
in a variety of ways — some exotic,
others ordmary, according to Bu-
ford.

Some funds were transferred
from one branch of an internation-
al bank here to a branch in a
foreign country. Other funds were
stuffed into suitcases or taped to
the bodies of trusted temple mem-
bers leaving the country. !

Debbie Blakey, former temple
financial secretary, said money in
temple savings accounts would be
transferred from San Francisco to
Guyana when the balances grew to
hetween $300000 and 2500,000.

“Jim ~ kept yelling ‘that we .

negded all that money down there,” \ U/

Bla}.ey sald in an interview. “He

always wanted the excess sent
down because he was afraid the
government would catch on and
freeze all the assets v

Upper echelon temple xa{::
bers opened bank accountsy often
h;xitheir own names, § foremn
cities in amounts rg
S0.000 to $100.000. iging from -
contacts . with bank.:.-s they ar-4
ranged. (o make depesisa and a0
fers to other hanks by Mk

Soon ’mmions ot \,jollarv w%-f,./
in Cara

Paris/ Zurich,’ Panars %uitv Por

Georgctowna “egher G

Blakey said s e travy
(g»wntry to countl"g vith Ezlfg.rg(:)?;
A mystenous,ﬁdanma" nission. .

London, where {hev suenld then to

t
doing librﬂ"} r%eﬁﬁgo\t&g?g;
in soctalig’ and ComMiunist coun-

.tries. After flying to

France; they: .
‘entered ¢ Sivitzeriand f;t:z:feo mggg’ .
50 _their. passports fwould not be

5’3’"?94 and then,,
ata ronveﬁt. ;/ spem the night

'lll-
ie&

Y v “We' “’f‘n' ln“o thxs Sw155 bank { k

hrough, {Beir- P

_d\ . ':.:- K .::_;,
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» * aihd went upstairs and sat in a big, reom,” Blakey ~

-

" " of homes and other

@ said<“He (a bank official) checked our 1LD. Terri said,
to discuss auything, Let’s sign the -
T JRES o

‘We don't nced

paper.’ Lo

“}e sald something about 2 million in an account.

Then she said again, ‘We don't need to discuss )

anything.'"”

Once the money was out of the United States,
: Jones played the world of international banking like a
.. chess game, employing top aides to shuttle money from

.. continent to continent, usually through wire transfers. -

The church sought to keep its overseas millions in

..{* ‘accounts that would pay at least 10 percent. It shopped

around for time deposils that would pay high Interest
rates on million-dollar deposits; some were 90-day time
deposits; others were for six months. As temple money
was drawn to the highest interest rates, bank balances
“rose and fell like tides.

A million-doliar account in the Bank of Nova Scotia

branch here was closed out. Personal accounts of Jones
and his wife, Marceline, at a Bank of America Branch
on Fillmore Street dwindled from several hundred
thousand dollars to a few thousand dollars each.

Accounts were held in the name of the temple
jtself; in Jones' name; in the ‘names of dummy
corporations such as Bridget S.A. and Angelique, or in
the names of temple leaders such as Buford, Carolyn
Layton and Maria Katsaris. Two accounts in Panama

were held in the name of elderly temple cook Annie -
' kil

McGowan.

Accounts were opened for a variety of reasons. For
instance, a Trintdad account of §500,000 to $600.000 was
used to buy'supplics for Jonestown. And in 1977 Jones

opened a $200,000 account in Grenada to impress Prime | corporation. The

Minister Eric Garry and to pave the way for a possible
colony there, according to former temple attorney Tim
Stoen. .

Some former members have said Jones was
obsessed with acquiring a fortune as a form of security
and power. Others said he planned to use it to move his

- flock to Cuba or the Soviet Union. -

Even in the isolation of Jonestown, the church
continued to enrich itself at its memnibers’ expense by
taking their jewelry, controlling their government
checks and bank accounts, disposing of their property
and sending them begging in Georgetown. While being
paid menial salaries, members produced numerous arti-

cles for sale — quilts, stuffed animals, doll and packets
of corn and wheat from the “promised Land.”
According to Blakey, members werc given tape-
decks and radios when they departed for Guyana and
were required to turn them in upon arrival at
Jonestown. She said the temple then sold them on the
~Guyanese black market, mainly through temple women

L ynown as the “hucksters.”

Through donations by temple members — some
allegedly made under death threat and others under
extreme peer pressuré — the church acquired dozens

Angeles and Ukiah.

Investigatots say it is unlikely that the total value

the mass migration to § town i the summer of
1977, after The Exami and other publications
reported the allegations of former temple members -

{vho claimed they were heaten, psychologically abused s

‘and bitked out of property.

1

According to documents seizcci by tkie .Los Angeles

- County district attorney’s office, 50 pieces of property

deeded to the temple since Aug. 31, 1976, have been
sold, for a total of almost $1.5 million. ™ ~

Eight pieces of property in the Ukiah area netted
%606,000; cight in the Bay Area, $115,000, and 34 in Los
An_geles. $750,000, according to checks to the temple.

According to assessors’ estimates and records, the
temple currently holds more than $1 million in
property in California — roughly $650,000 in Mendoci-

no, $300,000 in San Francisco and $150,000 in Los
Angeles. .- ..

While the assets of Peoples Temple have climbed
to more than $26 million, much of the capital
investment and money left at Jonestown will never be

recovered. The Guyanese government will try to -~
confiscate both U.S. currency and Guyanese currency
found there, on the ground that both were brought into”
the country illegally. : .

Because the commune at Jonestown sits in the
midst of dense jungle, much of the machinery and
many of the buildings may simply go to waste.

One investigator said litigation spawned by claims
on temple assets could extend into thenext century.

The legal battle will be joined at a Superior Court  ° o
hearing here Jan. 23. Temple attorney Charles Garry ‘
has asked the court to dissolve the Peoples Temple -
%&‘t’gm%ggneral will ask th@-.

e

cgurt at-the same hearing -goappoxgtﬁ“écﬁ%?“ﬁ}‘iﬁféﬁ‘” !

&SSCLS.;;‘ . : oo

Once all claims and lawsuits against the témple are
settled, the altorney general's office says, the law
requires that the balance of the assets be distributed to .
“3 charitable corporation with goals and aims like the’
Peoplés Temple.” . . e e

DR

(“

real estate in San Francisco, Los ~

ever will be determined because the temple used an

elaborate technique to hide many of these donations.
Title to many homes was signed over to temple leaders
for sale and the proceeds then went to the temple.

Thelemple disposed of much of its property before

Y e
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