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Enclosed for the Bureau is the original and five

copies of a self-explanatory LHM.W}

The Bureau is requested to disseminate enclosed
LHM to the U.S. Department of Justice to obtain an opinion
of policy on extraterritorial jurisdiction.(u)
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EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION-
CONGRESSIONAL, ASSASSINATION STATUTE

Enclosed for the Bureau is the original and five
copies of a self-explanatory LHM.““

The Bureau is requested to disseminate enclosed

LHM to the U.S. Department of Justice to obtain an opinion
of policy on extraterritorial jurisdiction.( w
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Washington, D.C. 20535

In Reply, Please Refer to May 22, 1979
File No.

?([u/%

ngiﬁﬂﬂ)ﬁu’
EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION-

CONGRESSIONAL ASSASSINATION STATUTE .u’

The murder of Congressman Leo J. Ryan in Guyana
caused an investigation to be conducted by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation to identify those persons who murdered the
Congressman and/or who conspired either in Guyana or in the
United States to kill him. The U.S. Department of Justice
advised that the Congressional Assassination Statute provides
for extraterritorial prosecutive jurisdiction which allows
the United States Government to prosecute persons identified
as the assassins or co-conspirators who are located outside
the United States should they be extradited to this country.(@@)

In the May 21, 1979, edition of the Washington Post,
Jack Anderson's column dealt with an alleged plot by drug dealers
to kill members of a U.S. House of Representatives delegation
on a fact finding mission in Southeast Asia. The helicopter
carrying the Representatives was to be gunned down over the
Burmese jungles. Cl&)

This scenario is similar to the situation in which
Congressman Ryan was murdered, but with more evidence of a
preconceived consplracy The position of the U.S. Department
of Justice concerning extraterritorial prosecutive jurisdiction
of the Congressional Assassination Statute would indicate that
the FBI should ‘also investigate this conspiracy. (2()

The problems and obstacles associated with such an
investigation are immense. The probability of the successful
completion of an investigation of a conspiracy wholly outside
the United States is unclear.czAJ

The position of the USDJ concerning extraterritorial
jurisdiction should be clarified and the responsibility of the
FBI in this area should be defined. If it is determined that
the FBI has investigative responsibility in this area, guidelines
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EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDIéTION—
CONGRESSIONAL ASSASSINATION STATUTE

W

should be established concerning when and by whom

investigation
necessary for
investigation
conspiracy is

should be initiated.

It should not be

a Congressman to be killed before an
is begun if information concerning the

available beforehand.
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Drug Kingpihs Plotted' toKill Hill Group . '

The assassination of Rep. Leo Ryan
(D-Calif) who was.gunned down by the
Rev. James Jones' religious fanatics at
a jingle ajrstrip in Guyana last year,
et Tight reasonably have heen a lesson to
- i1 State Department personnel responsi
Joio o ble for the safeguarding of world-
" i.d traveling merabers of Congress.
=4 But Foggy Bottom's bureaucrats
i were slow to learn the lesson. Several
M congressmen almost met the same fate
. as Ryao's last December in the steamy,
Guyanadike jungles of Burma. Mere
‘ ‘cha?ce, say our sources, prevented
their massacte af the hands of cold:’
" Dlooded killers every bit as dangesous
* s the lunatic members of Jones' Peo-
Dles Temple,
It should be remembered ‘that
" Ryan's death~and the 300 murder-sui
" cides that followed it at the cult’s Jo-
. ngstown commune hours later—was
sparked by a congressional fnvestige-
~ tion of the Peoples Temple. The con-
+ gressman's concetn for his former San
Franciscoarea constituents and the ;
families they had Jeft behind led him
» to make the investigative journey to |
: Guyana that pesujted ir his murder, .+
y Although the State “Department -
| reptesentatives in Guyana did warn |
* Ryan and his party that there were,
V" risks involvéd in his trip to Jonestown,
! precious little was done to ensure his.
¢ safety once he insisted on proceeding

D

« (lespite the warnings. o
[, Months later, whep the Jesson of Jo- .

+ nestown Shotld have been digested by . -
| Sate- Department  securty expers,
1 -several members of the House Seleci i)
1 Comptee o Naugotics Jeft.on-4 trip, -

o e
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to the socalled Golden Triangle of
Southeast Asia—the area of Burma,
Thaitand, Laos and Vietnam that i the
center of the opfum and heron traffic
in that part of the world.

This wag no junket, The congress-
men were going to & dangerous, un~ '
comfortable corner of the globe to in-
vestigate the traffic in hard drugs,
much of which ends up in the United
States, They wanted to find out more .
ahout the smen who contral the world's -
richest narcotics market,

I an earlier column, e identified
rom intelligence documents the inter-
national kingpin of dope peddling—-a
Burmese mercenary pamed Ghang .
Chifo. '

Chang's felow narcotcs taffickers °

had heen exposed by the Narcotics
Committee, and the revelafions had
threatened to interfere,with their bil-

Tion-dollar dope operations. As ruthless -

as they.are wealthy, the heroin merch-
ants .dgcided to climinate congres
sional pressure on the looal goveyn-
megtSoto crackdown on Sheir hierafive
frade. - C
"The method was to be simple and die
rect, sources informed our associates
Jack Mitchell and Dale Van Ata: A
small army of mercenaries was pre-
paiét o kil the congressional visitors
in Buyma. o ‘
The House delegation, which in-
cluded Reps, Lester Wolff DNY.) Ste-
phen Neal (DN.C), Henry Hyde (RILL)
and Robext Pornan (R:Calif) wag to be
gunged down as they were flying by ;
helicopter- over the Bupmese jungles.
y-savivors, e 1 e gipached
NS R g § !

gl

0
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* nary bandits. |

- spokesman told us he could not pre- .

;
: 'a};u

hy heavily armed geound troops from
the dope merchants' army of meree- .

According to confidential sources, ", ‘
only a Jucky last-minute change in the  pemey
sthedule saved the congressmens’ i+
lives. They left Burma without know- f & ')
ing that it bad almost become their F.} ..
last resting place. Months later they § ;v
learned ahout the welldaid plot against K i
their lives. S

Footnot: A State Department -

pare a statement by the time we went '
{0 press. )
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Washington, D.C. 20535
May 22, 1979
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EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION~
CONGRESSIONAL ASSASSINATION STATUTE (MI

The murder of Congressman Leo J. Ryan in Guyana
caused an investigation to be conducted by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation to identify those persons who murdered the
Congressman and/or who conspired either in Guyana or in the
United States to kill him, The U.S. Department of Justice
advised that the Congreszional Assassination Statute provides
for extraterritorial prosecutive jurisdiction which allows
the United States Government to prosecute persons identified
as the assasains or co-conspirators who are located outszide
the United States should they be extradited to this country( IA}

In the May 21, 1979, edition of the Washington Post,
Jack Anderson's column dealt with an alleged plot by drug dealers
to kill members of a U.S. House of Representatives delegation
on a fact finding mission in Southeast Asia. The helicopter
carrying the Representatives was to be gunned down aover the
Burmese jungles“lf

This scenario ls similar to the situation in which
Congressman Ryan was murdered, but with more evidence of a
preconceived conspiracy. The position of the U.S. Department
of Justice concerning extraterritorial prosecutive Jurisdiction
of the Congressional Assassination Statute would indicate that
the FBI should alsc investigate this consPiracy;\u)

The problems and obstacles asscciated with such an
investigation are immense. ‘The probability of the successful
completion of an investigation of a conspiracy wholly outside
the United States is unclearuvk‘

The position of the USDJ concerning extraterritorial
jurisdiction should be clarified and the responsibility of the
FBI in this area should be defined. If it is determined that
the FBI has investigative responsibility in this area, guidelines
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EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION-
CONGRESSIONAL ASSASSINATION STATUTLD ‘(A})

should be established concerning when and by whom
investigation should be initiated. It should not be
necessary for a Congressman to be killed before an
investigation is begun if information concerning the
conspiracy is available beforehand. \J)
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Drug ngpms Plotied f KJ]l Hn]l Group

" The assassination of Rep. Leo Ryan
(D-Calif) who was.gunned down hy the
Rev. James Jones' religious fanatics at

a jingle airstrip in Guyana last year,

y  might reasonably have been a lesson to

State Department persoanel responsiz

o 74 Mo for the safeguarding of world
' 10§ traveling members of Congress

But Foggy Bottom's bureaucrats
were slow to learn the lesson. Several

i " ongressmen almost met the same fate
. as Ryan's last December in the steamy,

Guyanalike jungles of Burma, Mere
Achagce, say- our sources, prevented
thell massacre at the hands of colg-'

" hlooded killers every bit as dangerous

as the lunatic-members of Jones' Peo-
ples Terupl, }
It' should be’ remembered ‘that

" Ryan's death—and the 300 murder-sui-

" cides that followed 1 at the cults Jo-
nestown commune hours later-—was
sparked by a congressional investiga-
non of the Peoples Temple. The con-
gressmansconcern for his former San -
" Franeiseoarea constituents and the ¢
families they had Jeft behind led him
10 make the investigative journey to
| Guyana that pesulted i his murder.
Although the State Depar ment
representatwes in Guyana did wamn
" Ryan and his party that there wers,
¥ pisks fnvolved in i trip to Jonestown,
: precious lttle was done to esure his -
¢ safety once he insisted on procepding
+ despitethe warnings.
1," Months later, when the Jesson of Jo
nestown should have been digested by
1 State Department security .experts, .
1 several members of the House Select ;
Commtttee o Nanconcs lett qn 4 tnp ,

xt,
H [

.
.
b,

1 the socalled Golden Trtangle of
Southeast Asia—the area of Burma,
Thailand, Laos and Vietnam that is the
center of the opium and heroin traftie
in that part of the world.

This was no junket, The congress- -

men Were going t0°a dangerous, uni~ ¢

comfortable corner of the glohe to in-
vestigate the traffic in hard drugs,
much of which ends up in the United
States, They wanted to find out more

about the men who control the world’s *
. spokesman told us he could pot pre- .

richest narcotics market,

In an earlier cofumn, we identitied
rom intelligence documents the inter-
national kingpin of dope peddling—a
Burmese mercenary named. Chang
Chifn, ¢

Changs fellow narconcs traffickers
had been exposed by the Narcotics
Committee, and the revelations had
threatened to interfere with their bil

Tion-dollar dope operations. AsTuthless -

s they.are wealthy, the heroin merch-
ants decided tp eliminate congres-
sional pressuze on the local goveyn-
mentsio crackdown on their lucratwe

| trade.

The method was o be nmple and di

. yet, Sources mformed our associates

Tk Mitchell and Dale Van Atta: 4
" small army .of mercenaries was pre
pared to kil the congres,smnttl visifors
in Burma. :
The House delegation, ‘Which it
cluded Reps. Lester Woltf DN.Y), Ste-
phen Neal (DN.C), Henry Hyde (R4l
and Rahert ornat (RrCali} was to be
gunned down as they were flying by ;
 helicopter over the Burmes Jungles.
Any stlrywors, ere 10 pe glspatched .

o in'l o

tn )

" pary handits.

. to press

by heavily armed ground troops from
the dope merchants’ army of merce

According to confidential sources,
only a lucky lastminute change in the - wowrmey
“sthedule saved the congressmens' §.i
¢ lives, They left Burma without know- §'s.¢ &
ing that it had almost become their f: '
Jast vesting place. Months later they § 1+
learned ahout the welklaid plot against ¢ 2 &
their lives, RS

Footnote: A State Department

pare a statement by the time we went :
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EXTRATERRITORTATL, JURISDICTION-
CONGRESSIONAL: ABSASSINATION STATUTE [ ‘l’

The murder of Congressman Leo J. Ryan in Guyana
caused an investigation to be conducted by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation to identify those persons who murdered the
Congressman and/or who conspired either in Guyana or in the
United States to kill him. The U.S. Department of Justice
adviged that the Congressional Assassination Statute provides
for extraterritorial prosecutive jurisdiction which allows
the United States Government to prosecute persons identified
as the assassins or co~conspirators who are located outside
the United States should they be extradited to this country/u)

In the May 21, 1979, editlon of the Washington Post,
Jack Anderson's column dealt with an alleged plot by drug dealers
to kill membexrs of a U.S, House of Representatives delegation
on a fact finding mission in Southeast Asia. The helicopter
carrying the Representatives was to be gunned down over the
Burmese jungles.‘“A

This scenario is similar to the situation in which
Congressman Ryan was murdered, but with more evidence of =z
rreconceived conspiracy. The position of the U.8. Departrent
of Justice concerning extraterritorial prosecutive Jurisdiction
of the Conqgressional Assassination Statute would indicate that
the FBI should also investigate this ccnspiracy1v,

The problems and obstacles associated with such an
investigation are immense. The probability of the successful
completion of an investigation of a conspiracy wholly outside
the United States is unclear.oa'

The pesition of the USDJ concerning extraterritorial
jurisdiction should be clarified and the responsibility of the
FBI in this area should be defined. If it is determined that
the FBI has investigative responsibility in this arca, cuidelines
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EXTRATERRITORIAL JUPISDICTICON-
CONGRESSIONAT, ASSASSINATION STATUTT /W7

should be established concerning when and by whom
investigation should he initiated. It should not be
necassary for a Congressman ko be killed before an
investigation is begun if information concerning the
conspiracy is available beforehnn&.( W
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The assassination of Rep. Leo Ryan
(D-Calif ) who was gunned down by the
Rev, James Jones’ religious fanatics at
a jungle aigstrip in Guyana last year,
we  might reasonably have been a lesson to
.| State Department personnel responsi:
. F,'{ e for the safeguarding of world-
' . 1 traveling members of Congress.
" vl But Foggy Bottom's bureaucrats
- were slow to learn the fesson, Several
RIBMASS - noressmen almost met fhe same fate
as Ryan's last Decernber in the steamy,
Guyanaike jungles of Burma. Mere
.chance, say our sources, prevented
theit massacre at the hands of cold-'
'hlooded killezs every hit as dangerous
as the lunatic members:of Jones' Peo-
ples Temple.
1t' should be' remembered ‘that
! Ryan's death—and the 900 murder-su-
* cidep that followed it at the cult’s Jo-
- pestown commuue hours later—was
" sparked by a congressional investiga-
_ tion of the Peoples Temple, The con~
', gressman's concern for his former San *
Fravciseo-area constituents and the :
families they kad Jeft hehind led him

; 1o make the fnvestigative journey fo | trade.

| Guyana that resulted in his murder.

; Although the State Department

+ Tepresentatives in Guyana did warn
Ryan and his pasty that there yere,

¥ risks involved in his trip to Jonestown;

+ precious Hittle was done to ensure his

- safety once he insisted on procegding

+ Qespite the warnings. .

t. Months later, when the esson of Jo-.

. Resiown should have been digested by

i State Department security -experts, '

! several members of the House Select ;

Commitee oo Nareotis Jft qn.a tip,

to the so<alled Golden Triangle of
Southeast Asia—the area of Burma,
Theiland, Laos and Vietnam thatis the
center of the opium and heroin traffie
in that part of the world.

This was no junket. The congress-.
men were going toa dangerous, un- |
comfortable corner of the globe to in-
vestigate the traffic in hard drugs,
much of which ends up in the United
States. They wanted o find out more
ahout the men who control the world's *
richest narcotics market. _

Ins an earlier column, we identified
rom intelligence documents the inter-
national kingpin of dope peddling—a
Burmese mereenary. named Chagg
Chifn. ',

Chang’s fellow natcotics traffickers
had heen exposed by the Narcotics
Committee, and the revelafions had
threatened to interfere.with their bil-
lion-dollar dope operations. As ruthiess
as they are wealthy, the heroin merch-
ants decided tp eliminate congres-
sional pressure on the local govern-
mentsito crackdown on their Iuerative

The method was to-besimple and die
rect, sources informed our associates
Jack Mitchell and Dale Van Atta: 4
sinall army of mercenaries was pre-
pared to kil the congressiongl visitors
n Buyma. y \
The House delegation, which in-
cluded Reps. Lester Wolff DNV, Ste-
phen Nel (D-N.C.), Henry Hyde (RAL)
and Robert Pornan (R-CaliE) wag to be
gunned down as they were flying by
helicopter over the Burmesg jungles.
Any gurvivors, were 19 be dispatched

v!f; 'l'.

/m)

" nary bandits. )
* According to confidential sources,

‘spokesman told us he could not pre- .

NP .«,*'J."! g "é‘\v-"\w :
RS L e A Y

by heavily armed ground troops from
the dope merchanis’ army of meree:

only a [ncky lasttinute change in the - pemrery
schedule saved the congressmens’ f'i .
lives. They left Burma without know- f.# "
ing that it had almost become their | .
last resting place. Months later they [ %
learned ahout the wellaid plot against . .Cad
their lives, A
Footnote: A State Department

pare a statement by the time we went *
to press. [
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EXTRATERRITORTIAL T URISDIC"(IQH—
COHGRE‘SSIONAL ABSASSINATION STATUTY ‘,u /

The murxder of Congressman Leo J. Ryan in Guyana
caused an investigation to be conducted by the Federal Buresu
of Investigation to identifyy those persong who nurdered the
Congressman and/or who conspired either in Guyana or in the
United States to kill him, The U.S. Department of Justice
advised that the Congresalonal Assassination Statute provides
for extraterritorial prosecutive jurisdiction which allows
the United States Government to prosecute persons identified
ag the assassins or co~conspirators who are located outside
the United States should they be extradited to this country u)

In the May 21, 1879, edition of the Washington Post,
‘ Jack Anderson's column dealt with an alleged plot by drug dealers
‘ to kill menbers of a U.8. House of Representatives delegation
on a fact finding mission in Southeast Asia. The helicopter
carrying the Reg7 sentatives was to b2 gunned down over the
Burnese jungles, %‘l\

This scenaric iz similar to the situation in which
Congressman Ryan was murdered, but with more evidence of a
preconceived conspiracy. The pogition of the U.S. Department
of Justice concerning extraterritorial prosecutive Jurisdicticn
of the Congressional Assassination Statute would indicate that
the FBI should also investigate this ccnspiracy./zq

The problems and obstacles associated with such an
investigation are immense. The probability of the successful
completion of an investigation of a conspiracy wholly outside
the United States is unclear.(u’

The pesition of the USDI concerning extraterritorial
jurisdiction should be clarified and the responsibility of the
FEI in this area should be defined. If it is daetermined thak
the FBI has investigative responsihility in thiz area, quidelines
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CETRATERRITORIAL, JURISDICTION-
CONGRESSIONAL ASSRASSIVIATION STADUTT |, )

1

gnould be established conceranina vhen and by whon
investigation should bhe initiated. I+ should nok be
necessary for a Congressman te be killed before zn
investigation is begun i€ information concerning the
conspiracy is available keforehand, uj
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Drus Kingins Ped t Kl 6 Grop

The assassination of Rep. Leo Ryan
(D-Calif) who was gunned down by the
Rev. James Jones' religious fanatics at
a jungle airstrip in Guyana last year,

m might reasonably have heen alesson to
it State Department personnel responsis

.*. v 1 ble for the safeguarding of world-
44 traveling members of Congress.

1 But Foggy Bottom's bureaucrats
were slow to learn the lesson, Several

GRS  onaressmen almost mst the same fate

a8 Ryan's last December in the steamy,
Guyanadike jungles of Burma. Mere
~chaEce, say our sources, prevented
 theit massacte af the hands of cold-’
" blooded Killers every bit as dangerous
" as the lunatic memhers.of Jones' Peo-
ples Temple |
It' should be remembered that
", Ryan's death~and the 300 murdersui-
" cides that followed it at the cult’s Jo-
. nestpwn commuze hours fater~was
sparked hy a congressional investiga-
_ tion'of the Peoples Temple. The con-"
", gressman's concern for bis former San -
Franciscoarea constifuents and the
families they had Jeft hehind led him

+ to make the investigative journey to .|

| Guyana tha resulted in his mupder.
q Although the State ‘Department -
: Tepresentatives in. Guyana did warn
Ryan and his party that there were,
* risk§ involved in his trip o Jopestown,
* precious little was done to ensure his
+ safety once he insisted on proceeding
+ Qespitethe warnings, :
+. Months later, when the lesson of Jo-.
" nestown should have been digested by
State Department security «experts,
.-Several members of the House Select ,
. Commtee o Narcotics Jeft qn-a trip,

-
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to the socalled Golden Triangle of
Southeast Asia—ihe area of Burma,
Thailand, Laos and Vietnam that is the
center of the opium and heroin traffic -
in that part of the world.

This was no junket, The congress-
Imen were going t0-a dangerous, up-'
comfortahle corner of the globe £o in-
vestigate the traffic fn hard drugs,
much of which ends up in the United
States, They wanted to find out more .
ahout the men who control the world's
richest narcotics market,

In an earlier column, we identitied
rom infelligence documents the inter-
national kingpin of dope peddiing—a ¥

- c'«'v:* * ;'\4‘ 5, 4
Burmese mercenary pamed Chang e AT

Chifu. ', -

Chang's fellow napeotics tratfickers
had heen exposed by the Narcotics
Committe, and the revelafions had
threatened to interfere.with their bil
Fion-dollar dope operations, As ruthless
s they.are wealty, the heroin merch-
ants decided tp eliminate congres:
sional pressure on the local govern-
mentsto crackdown on their hicrafive
trade. :

The method was to be.simple and die
rect, sources informed oup associates
Jack Mitchell and Dale Van Atta: A
small army of mercenaries was pre-
pared to kill the congressionpl visitors
in Burma. C ;

The House delegation, which in--
cluded Reps, Lester Woltf DN.Y.), Ste-
phien Neal (D-N.C.), Henry Hyde (RAl)
and Robert Dornan (R-Calit) was to be
gunned down as they were {lying by ;
helicopter over the Burmese jungles.
Any gurvivors werg 0 be dispatched

- et

[

" pary bandits. ,

hy heavily armed ground troops from .
the dope merchants' army of meree-
According to confidential sourees, .
only a Incky last-minute change in the  werems
schedule saved the congressmens’ i .
Tives, They left Burma without know- s
ing that it had almost become their
last resting place. Months later they F.J
learned about the welldaid plot against §. s A8
their lives. ©
Footnote: A State Department
spokesman told us he could not pre-
pare a statement by the time we went *
{0 press. \
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EXTRATERRITORTAL JURISDICTION~-
CONGRESSIONAL: ABSASSINATION STATUTE (&)
\

: The murdexr of Congressman Leo J. Ryan in Guyana
caused an investigation to be conducted by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation to identlfy those persons who murdered the
Conoressnan and/or who conspired either in Guyana or in the
United States to kill him, f%he U.S. Department of Justice
advigsed that the Congressional Adsagsination Statute provides
for extraterritorial prosscutive jurisdiction which allows

the United States Government to prosecute persons identified
as the assasaing or co-consnirators who are located cutside
the United States should they be extradited to this cauntryqu

In the May 21, 1979, edition of the Washington Posk,
Jagk Znderson's column dealt with an alleged plot by drug dealers
to kill merbers of a U.S5, House of Representatives delagqation
on a fact finding mission in Sontheast Asia, The heliconter
carrying the Representatives was to be gunned down pver the
Burmese jungles. (W)

| This scenario ix similar to the situation in which
Congressuan Ryan was murdered, but with more evidence of a
preconcaeived conspiracy. The position of the U.S. Papartrent
of Justice concerning extraterritorial proseccutive jurisdietion
of the Congressional Assassination Statute would indicate that
the FBI should alsc investigate thisg conspiracy.| y)

The problems and obstacles assoclated with such an
investigation are immense. The probability of the successful
corpletion of an investigation of a conspiracy wholly outside
the United States is= unclear;('u\

The position of the USDT concernine exbratorritorial
jurisdiction should be clarified and the responsibility of the
FBI in this area should be defined. If it is deternined +hat
the FOI has investigative responsibility in this areca, quidelines
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CONGRESIIMIAL ASSASSIIIANTICON STATUTE | ‘t/

should he established concorning vhen and by whom
investigation should be initiated., It shonpld not he
neccessary for a Congressman o be killed before an
investigotion is kegun if inforrmation concerning the
conspiracy is available heforehand. w
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Drus Kingpns Plotl t Kill 6l Group

The assassination of Rep. Leo Ryan
(D-Calif) who was gunned down by the
Rev. James Jones' religious fanatics at
a jungle airstrip in Guyana last year,
~m  Might reasonahly have heen a lesson t0
4 State Department personnel responsi
> 1 e for the safeguarding of world-
A" . traveling members of Congress,
1 But Toggy Bottom’s bureaucrats
‘.4 were slow to learn the lesson. Several
8 congressmen almost met the same fate
as Ryan's last Decerber in the steamy,
Guyana:ike jungles of Burma. Mere
-chance, say our sourcss, prevented
theif: massacre at the hands of cold-
" hlooded killers every it as dangerous
a5 the lunatic members of Jones' Peo-
Dles Temple,
It' should be"remembered 'that
', Ryan's death—and the 300 murder-su-
 cides that followed it at the cult’s Jo-
nestown commune hours later—wag
sparked by a congressional investiga-
_ tion of the Peoples Temple. The con-
.. gressman's concern for his former San
Fraticiscoarea constituents and the ;
families they had Jeft behind led i

o the so<alled Golden Triangle of
Southeast Asia—the area of Burma,
Thailand, Laos and Vietnam that is the
center of the opium and heroin traffic
in that part of the world.

This was no junket, The congress:
men were going to-a dangerous, un-~ '
comfortable corner of the globe to fn-
vestigate the tratfic in hard drugs,
mutch of which ends up in the United
States, They wanted to find out more
ahout the men who control the world’s -
richest narcotics market,

Tn an earfier column, we idgntified
rom intelligence documents the inter-

Chifu. P

Chang's fellow narcotics traffickers
had been exposed hy the Narcotics
Committee, and the revelations had
threatened to interfere with their bil-
lion-dotlar dope operations. As ruthless
as they.are wealthy, the heroin merch-
ants decided. to eliminate congres-
sional pressuze on the local govern-
mentsito crackdowa o their hicrative

: to make the investigative journey to | trade.

{ (uyana that pesulted in bis murder.
i Although the State 'Departmens
' Teplesentatives in Guyana did watn
Ryan and his party that there were,
" piské involved in his trip.{o Jonestowy,
* precious fittle was done to ensure his
- safety onee he insisted on.procegding
« despite the warnings. - :
. Months later, when the lesson of Jo- .
. Restown should haye been digested by
y State Department security xperts
+ several mentbers of the House Select ;
Conmittee gn Narcotics Jeft op.a trip,

" Themethod wasto be.simpléanddi-

rect, sources nformed our associates
Jack Mitchell and Dale Van Atta: A
small army of mercenaries Wes pre-
paed f0 kill the congressiongl visitors
in Burma. © .
The House delegation, which in-
cluded Reps. Lester Wolff (DY), Ste-
phen Neal (ON.C.), Henry Hyde (Il

and Robert Dornan (R-Calit) was to be

gunned down as they were {lying by ;
helicopter ver the Bupmesg jungles,
Any suvivors, verg t0 be dispatched .

I
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by heavily armed ground troops from

\

the dope merchants’ army of merce-

nary handits.

According to confidential sources, .
only a Jucky lastminute change in the  prerpen
‘schedule saved the congressmens’ i
lives. They left Burma without know- | ¥ 3
ing that it had almost become their J. V.
last vesting place. Months later they § v
learned ahout the welllaid plot against k.

their lives.

Tootnote; A State Department
‘spokesman told us he could not pre-

pare a statement by the time we went

o press,
national kingpin of dope peddling—a ¢
Burmese mercenary named Chang '
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