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Zoor "UsSe ENVOY "7 GUYANA REBUTS CRITICAL RERQEi ON HIS U

.. ROLE IN DEATHS". U.S. AMBASSADOR TO GUYANA JOHN R$;§URKE

N ———
N ettt

HAS PROTESTED TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT IN THE STRONGEST
TERMS THE CRITICISM BY DEPARTMENT INVESTIGATORS OF HIS PER~-
FORMANCE IN CONNECTION WITH THE JONESTOWN MASSACRE OF MORE
THAN S60 PEOPLE'S TEMPLE CULTISTS. |

v

}
3 THE VETERAN ENVOY'S REBUTTAL OF THE REPORT WAS MADE
IN A CABLE TO THE COUNSELOR OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT, MAT-
! — - .
THEW NIMETZ, AND IN A LETTFR TO RETIRED AMBASSADOR JOHN =~ T

HUGH

! 74 -

RIMNINS, A CO-AUTHOR OF THE REPORT ON THE PERFORMANCE ke

OF THE EMBASSY AND THE STAXE DEPARTMENT IN THE TRAGEDY.
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SUCH PROTESTS ARE NOT UNPRECEDENTED IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE,

BUT IT IS RARE FOR THEM TO BECOME PUBLICLY KNOWYN WHILE AN
AMBASSADOR IS STILL IN ACTIVE STATUS.




440 IN HIS PRQTEST, BURKE SAID THE CRITICAL FAILURE WAS
THAT OF THE DEPARTMENT FOR NOT GIVING SERIOUS CONSIDERATION
TO HIS JUNE 1978 PROPOSAL ABOUT JONESTOWN, RATHER THAN

HIS DECISION NOT TO PURSUE THE ISSUE.

Se IN A MAY 12 CABLE TO NIMETZ, BURKE SAID HE HAD DIS-
COVERED "WITH FRANK AMAZEMENT" THAT THE REPORT DOES NOT

CONTAIN THE FULL TEXT OF A CABLE HE SENT TO THE STATE
DEPARTMENT ON JUNE 5, 1978 = ABOUT SIX MONTHS BEFORE REP,
LEC J. RYAN WAS KILLED NEAR THE REMOTE COLONY BY FOLLOWERS
OF THE REV. JIM JONES.

Se "WHAT APPEARS IN THE REPORT", BURKE SAID, "IS AN
EXTENSIVELY EDITED VERSION OF THAT CABLE WHICH OMITS

SEVERAL SENTENCES AND EDITS OTHER PORTIONS., BECAUSE THE
JUNE CABLE EXCHANGE HAS SUCH IMPORTANCE AN BECAUSE CRIMMINS
AND (RETIRED DIPLOMAT STANLEY) CARPENTER LAID SUCH HEAVY
STRESS ON THE PRECISE LANGUAGE USED, I FIND IT INCOMPRE-
HENSIBLE THAT THE VERBATIM TEXT WAS NOT REPRODUCED.,"

7. BURKE SAID HE CONSIDERED IT IMPORTANT THAT THE FULL
TEXT OF THE JUNE 1978 MESSAGE BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL

WHO RECEIVED THE CRIMMINS-CARPENTER REPORT., 1IT WAS 1IN

THAT CABLE THAT BURKE ASKED FOR AUTHORITY TO APPROACH

THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA TO REQUEST THAT IT EXERCISE NORMAL
JURISDICTION OVER THE JONESTOWN COMMUNITY, WHICH HE SAID
WAS OPERATING IN A VIRTUALLY AUTONOMOUS MANNER.

8. ON MAY 25 NIMETZ REPLIED THAT BURKE'S CONCER NS WERE
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APPRECIATED AND THAT HE BELIEVED THE AMBASSADOR WAS EN-
TITLED TO HAVE HIS INTERPRETATIONS OF THE REPORT'S CONCLU-
SIONS MADE AVAILABLE, HE SAID THE PRESS OFFICE WAS BEING
PROVIDED WITH COMPLETE COPIES OF THE EXCHANGE OF CABLES,

9.  THESE CABLES WERE NOT MADE PUBLIC IN THEIR ENTIRETY
DURING THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
INVESTIGATION OF THE MASSACRE BECAUSE THEY WERE CLASSIFIED
AS FOR "LIMITED OFFICIAL USE" , OFFICIALS SAID., THE FULL
TEXTS WERE DECLASSIFIED AND PROVIDED TO THE WASHINGTON STAR
ONLY WHEN THEY WERE REQUESTED SPECIFICALLY YESTERDAY.

186. NIMETZ INFORMED BURKE THAT THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT HAD
REQUESTED THAT NO DOCUMENTS RELATING TO PEOPLE®S TEMPLE BE
RELEASED UNTIL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS WERE COMPLETED, BUT
Ht SAID STATE RECEIVED AN EXEMPTION FOR THE JUNE TELEGRAMS,

1. THE INVESTIGATORS HAD SAID THE JUNE EXCHANGE OF TELE-
GRAMS WAS MISHANDLED AT BOTH ENDS BUT "THE DECISION OF THE
AMBASSADOR NOT TO PURSUE THE ISSUE WAS ULTIMATELY CRITICAL."

12, BURKE WROTE CRIMMINS THAT THIS CONCLUSION "IS NOT OMNY
INCONSISTENT WITH THE FACTS BUT IS UNFAIR TO ME PERSONALLY
AND TO MY EMBASSY."




15, "WHEN I RECEIVED THE DEPARTMENT'S REFLY I COULD ONLY

‘ASSUME IT HAD BEEW DRAF;ED BY THE OFFICE OF THE LEGAL
ADVISER AND WAS BASED ON THE SERIOUS REVIEW I HAD REQUESTED,
IT CLEARLY INSTRUCTED US NOT TO MAKE OUR PROPOSED DEMARCHE
AND UP UNTIL NOV. 18 THERE WERE NO SPECIFIC GROUNDS FOR ANY
FOLLOW UP WITHIN THE TERMS OF THE DEPARTMENT'S REPLY,"” HE
SAID,

14, BUT, BURKE ADDED, "THE RECORD SHOWS THAT I DID FOLLOW
UP ON THE JUNE 6 CABLE SIX WEEKS BEFORE NOV. 18 (THE DAY

RYAN'S SLAYING PRECIPITATED THE MASS SUICIDE AN MURDER
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RITUAL ORDERED BY JONES)™ BURKE SAID HIS SECOND CABLE, IN
OCTOBER, ASKED THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT REVIEW THE JUNE
EXCHANGE IN LIGHT OF THE PLANNED VISIT TO JONESTOWN AND
ADDED, "YOUR REPORT INDICATED THAT NO ONE EVEN BOTHERED TO
PULL OUT THE TWO REFERENCES FOR SUCH A REVIEW,"




yp— — ——— - -

150 THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S REPLY TO BURKE'S JUNE CABLE,
;‘DRAFTED BY A JUNIOR OFFICER IN THE CONSULAR DIVISION, SAID
THE DEPARTMENT WAS OF THE VIEW THAT ANY ACTION BY THE EM- .
BASSY TO APPROACH THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT COULD BE CONS~-
TRUED BY SOME AS Us.S. GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE UNLESS AN
AMERICAN CITIZEN OR FAMILY MEMBER REQUESTED ASSISTANCE OR

THERE WAS EVIDENCE OF LAWLESSNESS WITHIN JONESTOW N,

16, BURKE SAID IN HIS LETTER TO CRIMMINS, "IN FAIRNESS
TO ME AND THIS EMBASSY THE LAST SENTENCE OF YOUR CONCLUSION

SHOULD BE DELETED AND REPFLACED BY THE FOLLOWING: 'THE
FAILURE OF THE DEPARTMENT TO GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO

THE AMBASSADOR'S PROPOSAL IN THE JUNE 6 CABLE AN TO
AUTHORIZE HIS DEMARCHE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA WAS
ILTIMATELY CRITICAL.'™ END QUOTE. VANCE
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