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THE recently
prblished report of the
Statf Investigative
Group to the Committee
oa Foreign Affairs of the

United States House of
Representatives, on the
Peoples Temple tragedy
is an interesting
document for a number
of reasons — but for two
in particular,

To begin with, the 782-
page document highlights
how attempts are often made
totrample on the dignity
of small developing countriés
tike Guyana.

And, secondly, it brings to
the fore, the well-founded
maxim that it is much easier
tabe wise after the event.

Like everyone else, befcre
November 18 lest year, the
investigators were hardlyina
position to accurately assess
what was taking place or
whether anything was really
going wrong at the Peoples
Temple agricultural set-
tiement in the North West
Region of Guyana.

OBJECTIVE

As the investigalors
ponted out in their report
when dealing with the role
and performance of the U.S.
Department of Suate, per-
from the U.S.
Embassy in Guyana were
faced ’'with the challenge of
trying to remain objective in
the face of two opposing
groups of Americans often
presenting contradictory
stories; a factor reinforced by
numerous letters, artides
and documents reflecting
equally pro and con
dimensions on {Jim) Jones
and the Peoples Temple,

*Out of that balance, the
embassy conduded only that
the Peoples Temple prior to
November 18, 1978, was a
‘controversial’ or ‘unusual’
roup’’.

In addition, the In-
vestigators said it was
“’ptoven beyond doubt’’ that
Jones staged a show for
selective visitors to
Jonestown which made it
difficult 10 get arealisticand
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accurate picture of what was
actually happening there.

Add  tothat fact that, as
the investigators reported,
“*Jones was first and
foremost @ master of mind
control’’, and that he
practised *‘with eng ed
pracision’’ a number of
recognised brainwashing
strategies, and one begins to
understand what a com-
plicated matrix one was
dealing with.

Since November 18,

however, everybody is
bubbling over with hind-
sight.

However, an important
question which sll those who
have been very vocifarous in
their condemnation should
ask themselves now in the
abundance of their new
wisdoms is this: **Taking all
the given circumstances into
consideration, had 1 been
told one week before
November 18 that 1,000
people together would
commit suicida, would | have
bolieved?’

1t Is 1o the eternal cradit of
the investigators that they
were frank and honest
enough to admit thst in
rendering their findings they
were conscious that they
ware ‘‘the beneficiaries of
retrospect on the events
which preceded November
18, 1978.""

According to the in-
vestigators, their findings as
they related to the Peoples
Temple involvement with the
Guyana Government, were
*incomplete’’. They pointed
out, however, that the
evidence suggested that the
support extended to the
Temple by Deputy Prime
Minister, Cde. Ptolomy Reid
was ‘‘born of an }
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hay, ot Mﬁi, ‘Besn
suressing this g gleop i his.
maintainad vt jreWerking
relatigneMos “with  the
Temple must be viewed in
the hight of its perception of

the agricultural community
{rom the »#me it was faunched
to the ume trogedy
struck.

This is snother imporiant
aspect that those who have
been prdific in their con-

demnation have tended, to
overlook —  sderyfgly
deljberatgl{’}

g}th};_same quEfhich of
i olofical "compatBility”’,
i

must also be remembered
that representatives of a
numhar nf aovernmants

alt
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by the Peoples Temple, -+
in their "incomplete fin-
dings'’, the investigators
said it seemed Jikely that
large sums of money and
guns might have been

slipped past the local
customs officals. The in-
teresting feature here

though, is that the guns and
mongy could have been
illegally smuggled out of the
United Sates, a country
whose level of sophistication
in terms of surveillance
technology is far more ad-
vanced than Guyana’s.
Another aspect of the report
is 8 complaint by the in-
vestigators that their
inability to interrogate
Guyanese Government of-
ficsls had left their report
with *“a conspicuous void’’.

1t is important that
Guysnese undorstend why
the investigators wore not
granted permission to in-
terview Guyanese Govern-
riment offidals. Basically,
there are two main reasons:
Guyana has decided to
conduct its own inquiry into
the drcumstances which led
1o the November 18 tragedy;
and there was @ serious
breach of protocot on the part

, of Chairman of Committee on

Foreign Affairs, Clement
Zablocki.

In the first place, Zablocki
as chairman of the Foreign
Affalrs Committee is the
equivalent of the chairman
of any parliamentary com-
mittee in Guyana. However,
in his cortespondence
seeking permission for the
investigators 1o interrogate
Guyaness officials, he
breached protocol by writing
Prime Minister Burnham
directly. .

.Zablocki's lottiv was passed 1o
Permanent Secretary at the
Ministry of Fareign Affeirs Cde.
Harry Dyett for im ta reply. And, in
hi reply Cde, Dyatt oxplainad that
tho Guygna Government had

deckled 10' conduct, ts own Judipiel

nquiry,

Ho addod: “First, and ahtogather
spart from guestions of protocd,
20mo of those whom your ststt may
wish to intewview, are vory'ikely 1o
be alsa requirad to testify before our
own Ju 1 inquiry. Secondl, a
neater shd possibly more con
veniont way for your committes to
be supplied with thelr evidence
would bi throuat; the roport and
findinds of our pwn inquky, to be
providod on tho basis of reciprocity.

COMMENT

“May | add that as fsr 68 our
nquiry is concetned, no ovorlap-
ping ¢ fkely to occur becsusa itfs
not contemplated shaf our lnduiry
will be secking to intdmvi
governmental  witnesses  in
United States”,

Mr. Zablocki, in his roply again
chose to wiite directly to the Prima
Minister. And, apam Cde, Dystt was
given the letter for reply. In that
raply Cde, Dyeti again had cause to
dwell on the question of protocd.

He explained; *'.... we have dif-
ficuhty In resolving the question of
protobol .. concaming semor of-
fcials of ths Govemment {wo

d from your
thal even our Prime Mihistor is not
to be excluddd) being In sffect
intorrogatad by Investigators of an
extamal governmental sut '

Thase who know anythido about
how Intemational diplomacy Is
conducted would vority that
Guyana'd swondi wis the comect
one, It was a quostian of protecting
tho countyy’s natidnal dignity. And,

Is to the credit of those concemed

2t pormission was not granted for
the countyy’s dignity to be trampled
ofn.
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Probe committeefindings reveql....

‘emple

. p‘rocedures under which
the Peoples Temple by

items consigned to the

of her sexual encounters with
the offidal and transctipts of

- s Peoples Temple were  these .recordings were ap-

Deputy Frime Minister, allg.pved jnto Guyana after  parently made for Jim Jones

Dr. Ptolemy Reid, Wes oy cursory inspection of no  who periodically turned them

apparently not  inspectionatall. over to « "high offidals in the
generated for illegal tn such & 1ces, the yana Government.’

reasons. investigators  felt, the The report said that
That wes one of the *‘in- Peoples Temple could have I egati that “‘un}

complete findings” of the _brwghtlargesumsofmonay offigals’” of the Guyanese

and guns into Guyana in
the Commitice on Forsign ~ Suitcases and false-bottom
‘Affairs, United States House ~ @rates. However, in . their
of Representatives. investigations thu)\: were

<aff investigative Group to

Government may have taken
action to influence the
outcome of the Stoen custody
case proceedings in the

The report giti Soed therdle nparenty unable to
‘o the United Statcs Embassy  how these items might have
in Georgntosmin itsdealings  been shipped out of the
with the Peoples Temple but ~ United States in the first
noted that it had been very ~ P1202-
difficult to get a reclistic and ALLEGATIONS

acurate picture of what was ™ .
. - ey explained that the
huppening at Jonestown. US. C s Service, acting

However, in their seport -
copies of vhich are still very o allegations that weapons
e o ebtain hoth 1, Tiont Rave buen shippod 1o
Jonestown, launched an

Washington and by AhuiiA M
Pl investigation in February,
Georgetown, the in 1977 but this i Fgati

vestigators  admitted _that 2
o, Py was compromised one month
they were ““the beneficiaries fror it bogan.

o retrospect on the events T

M oy alleged that a

x.é:x%mp'tfmdeﬂ HNovember Guyanese Police Officer”
The stoff i figati

g of these in-

court system were

Guy
- **incomplete and  in-

condusive’’
In their 782-page
document, the staff in-

vestigators also dealt with a
number of olher aspecis
related to the

slaying of the U.S.
Congressman, Leo Ryan.

And, in their sharp
criticisms of the U.S.
Embassy’s dealings with the
Peoples Temple, they
contended that “the vital
elements of common sense,
and an honest and heaithy
skeptidsm’* were 3
from these dealings.

The embassy, they
contended further, *‘could
have exerted sounder overall
judgment and a more
aggressive posture’” despite
the acknowiedged han-
dicaps under which it
worked.

“The U.S. Embassy in
Guyana did not demonstrate

disaster. These included the
role and performance of the
U.S. State Department,
allegations sbout & con-
spiracy against Jim Jones
and the Peoples Temple;
Jones' tactics, the motivation
of his followery, the in-
timidation of opponents and
the media, the using of

contributed to the com- , public officials, and the

initiative,
teaction to, and appredation
of progressively mounting
indications of  highly
irregular and Hlegsl aciivities
in Jonestown’, the in-
vestigators said. They noted
too that there was “‘a
famentable breakdown in

i B

TURN TO PAGE 11

gtoup was mandated to
cwnduct @ comprehensive
inquiry into the international
¢¢lations aspects of the
adtivities of the Peoples
Temple, the events that led
to the murder of United
Sates Congressman, Leo 3.
Ryan and the mass
suicde/murder of over 900
b of the Peopl
Temple in the North West
Region of Guyana last
November.
Dealing with the supp
extended to the Peoples
Temple by Dr. Reid, the

P!

vestigations by showing 3
copy of @ Customs Service
report which was sent the
Guyanese Pdice by Interpd,
to either Paula Adams or
Carolyn Layton of the
Peoples Temple and one of
them .passed on the in-
formation to Temple leader
Sim Sones.

The investigators also*
reported that the U.S.
Customs  Service in-

$adad

[*] were
in August 1977 .after 8
hi, crates destined

f of
for Jonestown was opened

investigators contended that

while this support waes and inspected by tho

"exploited” inthe sensethat  Customs Servica in Miamiin,
“it had the ultimate effot o August  1977. “‘Shortly

furthering Peoples Temple
objectives, it did not appear

theroafter, a report on the
investigations was filed with

to be generated for illegal negative results’’, they
reasons” butwasbomoutof  expinined.
**an ideclogical compatibility But thsy added:
with, and end nt of the Nonethel H g
Temple’s = socialist PR ty folt gh
philosophy™’. vesidual suspicion to sand
Commitiee chairman, of the report to
Clement _Zablodki o had m dptihe VLS. ] -
requested parmission. §or = colatpyralifa 3 because 1i
numbor of Gyanese dificdals X
to be intervigwed. Howeyer,  aHegaY R Jones -
s wzs lysned down  1engsi0 IR 4 a political
beCaUSE PEniTIIREN Ry “ DA y
decided 10 3&t yD o e B oy hive
inquiry into the disaster wad ST e

it would be necessary for the CUSTOMS SERVICE

same officials 10 give

evidence. They also explained that
And, in on exchange of ~ while thes standard routing

diptomatic correspondence procedutes provided that 3

published in the Zablock
teport, Permanent Scoetary
in the Minisity of Foreign
Aflaiss Harcy Oyett, had
iwrated  and pointed 10
exinples  of  GuyLna
Government's wihngoess 10
comonerate,

Yrhid Sveven, et del o
she improprietv of Guyanese
tcaders being ‘“in effect
intetrogated oy ir igerore
of an extarnal gover ] immigl Pt were
‘r‘lhoﬁ!v". An exchange of also compromised to the

Jings ‘was therefore,  advsnlage of the Peoples
ggested. Temple onseveraloceasions.
in thar report, the in- _ in addition, they said,
vestigators said there wes there were repeated charges
evidenoe of a strong working of "a §exua\ fiaison’’ 'bex

g£mbassy 10 Guyana, there

was aver sent.

Corlnualg tiey 1apodt
on the Peomtes Tempie 0
volvemnent with e
Gove e L of Guge 3, e

thanr

d that Guy

copy of the Customs Setvice |
weport be sent to the U s, !

vas nondication that a copy

s groep irvestigaters said |
incomintete  findings
1
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the embassy and the State
Department.

They noted however,
that there were a number of
mitigating factors such as the
fact that the embassy did not
have an investigative and
judida! function and the fact
that its persoangt we. e faced

to tendin objoctivee in the
face & two oppecing groups
of Americans often

The latter factor, they
said, was re-inforced by
numerous letters, articles,
and documents teflecting
equally, pro and con
dimensions on Jones and the
Peoples Temple.

“"Out of that balance,
the embassy conduded only
that Pecples Temple pricc to
Nevember 18, 1978, was a
‘eottoversial’ of “unusual’
geonp,”” they pointed out.

Another mitigating
{actor, they said, was the fact
that **it was “*proven beyond
doubl”” that Jim Jones
stuged a show for sclective
wiiters to Jonustown. This
wade it difficult to get a
1edlistic and accurate-picture
of what was happening at
Jocestown.

They noted, howsver,
that in the area of ‘‘crisis
masnagement’” following the

tragedy-on November 18, the
Sate Department and the
U.S. Embassy in Guyana
'performed  with  distinc-
tion.”’

And, dealing with
allegations that a female
member of the Peoples
Tempie in Guyane had
engaged in a sexual liaison
with former U.S. Consul,
Richard McCoy, and had
made tape recordings of their
sexual activities in an at-
tempt to compromise him,

mendations to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the U.S.
House of Representatives,
the investigators suggested
that the exemption
provisions under the U.S.
Privacy Act and Fresdom of
tnformation Act be revieveed
and that the country’'s
Intetnal  Revenue Service
rules and regulations
regarding churches be
reviewed.

In addition, they

they said that based on their
findings, these allegations
were faise.

The investigators 3also
noted that there seemed to
be considerable misun-
derstanding in the minds of
American officials about
their country’s Privacy Act
and Freedom of Information
Ad.

““Among the cmbassy
officials interviewed, there is
almost unanimous
agieement that the Privacy
Act is complex, difficult to
understand, and confusing.
Accordingly, they believe
that regular guidance is;;
required ta guarantee proper.
implementation’’, they:.
reported. ¢

And, in their recom-

T ded that the

present system governing
the dissemination  of

« an 1
in the U.S. be revised; that
jefidencies in thei i
and co-ordination between
the State Department’s
consular and political sec-
tions be corrected; and that
every consideration should
be given to increasing the
availability of legal
assistance to embassy staffs.
Other eecommendations
induded the need for 2
concentrated programme of
research and training cults,
and the need for the subject
of cults 1o be induded on the
agenda of the White House
Conference on the Family
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