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On 11/18/78, Congressman. Leo J. Ryan was
murdered at Jonestown, Guyana, South America,
by Lawrence John Layton and others. Layton was
charged by Guyanese authorities with the
attempted murder of three individuals he shot.
He was found not guilty.(u4) ,

In 1981 Layton was indicted and tried in the
Northern :District of California for violation
of Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 351 (D),
Conspiracy to Murder; Section 351 (A),

2 = Aiding and Abetting the Murder of a -
Congressman; Section 1117 - Conspiracy to

Murder an Internationally Protected Person; and
Section 1116 (A), 2 - Aiding and Abetting thxs
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‘Attempted Murder of an Internationally

Protected Person. This trial resulted in a
mistrial..

On 9/18/86, retrial of Layton commenced in
Witnesses
will be called from Guyana. It is anticipated
that_the—trial will last for approximately two
months. The United States Attorney for .

San Francisco, Joseph P. Russoniello is

ehie prosecuyion of
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. PURPOSZ OF THIS TELETYPE IS TO SUMMARIZE AND UPDATE CAPTIONED
L
i‘ﬁATTER&Jf), |

ON NOVEMBER 18, 1978, MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLES TEMPLE AGRICULT asj:’““*‘w\

MISSION, JONESTOWN, GUYANA, SOUTH AMERICA, ATTACKED AND XILLED

«
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; CONGRESSMAN 'LEO J. RYAN AT PORT XAITUMA AIRSTRIPE, GUYANA, SOUTH
| AMERICA. CONGRESSMAN LEO J, RYAN WAS TRAVELLING WITH ENTOURAGE
|

OF MEDIA PZOPLE, AND U.S. CITIZENS TO INCLUDE DEPUTY CHIEF OF MISSION ,

RICHARD DWYER, AMEZRICAN EMBASSY GEORGETOWN, Gl%‘ SUBJ CT 2 27
A f
LAWRENCE JOHN LAYTON ACTING IN CONCERT WITE“ OTHE M..WB é‘i

PEOPLES TEMPLE ATTACKED AND KILLED CONGRESSMAN RYAN AND OTHERS,
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ASSAULT ALSO RESULTED IN THE GUNSHOT INJURY TO DEPUTY CHIEF OF
MISSION RICHARD DWYER (AN INTERNATIONALLY PROTSCTED PERSON UNDER
UNITED STATES LAW)., LAWRENCE JOHN LAYTON WAS ARRESTED AT

PORT KAITUMA AIRSTRIPE, OTHER MEMBERS OF THE ASSAULT TEAM RETURNED
TO JONESTOWN AND DIED AS A RESULT OF THE SUICIDE MURDERS AT THE HANDS
OF REVEREND JIM JONES BY ADMINISTERING POISON, LAYTON WAS
SUBSEQUENTLY CHARGED BY GUYANESE AUTHORITIES AND TRIZD FOR THE
ATTEMPTED MURDER OF THREZ INDIVIDUALS WHOM HE WAS /ACCUSED OF
PERSONALLY SHOOTING. LAYTON WAS FOUND NOT GUILTY FOR LACK OF
EVIDENCE, LAWRANCE LAYION THE ONLY SURVIVING MZIMBER OF THE ASSAULT
TEAM WAS CHARGED IN UNITZD STATES DISTRICT COURT, NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF CALIFORNIA, VIA AUTHORIZED COMPLAINT AND SUBSEQUENTLY FOUR COUNT
INDICTMENT AS Fom.ows.ﬁ(u,‘):

VIOLATION OF TITLE 18, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 351 (D) -
CONSPIRACY TO MURDER; SECTION 351 (A), 2 - AIDING AND ABETTED THE
MURDER OF A CONGRESSMAN; SECTION 1117 - CONSPIRACY TO MURDER AN
INTERNATIONALLY PROTECTED PERSON; AND SECTION 1116 (A), 2 - AIDING

AND ABETTED THE ATTEMPTEZD MURDER OF AN INTERNATIONALLY PROTECTED

PERSON. (1&’

IN 1980, LAYTON WAS EXPEILLED FROM THE COUNTRY OF GUYANA AND
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TRANSPORTED TO THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA. IN 1981,
LAYTON WAS TRIZD IN THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, SAN
FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, WHICH RESULTED N A MISTRIAL, SINCE
THAT TIME NUMEROUS APPEALS ‘HAVE BEEN MADE TO THE STH CIRCUIT
COURT OF APPEALS CONCERNING EVIDENTIARY ADMISSABILITY OF
GOVERNMENTS EXHIBITS, GOVERNMENTS APPEAL TO THE 9TH DISTRICT
WAS SUCCEZSSFUL IN ALL ASPECTS WITH THE EXCEPTION OF "THE LAST
HOUR TAPE" WHICH IS A RECORDING OF THE LAST HOUR .IN JONESTOWN
NARRATED BY REVEREND a1y dones. (U)

RETRIAL OF LAWRENCE LAYTON COMMENCED ON SEPTEMBER 18, 1986,
AND WILL INCLUDE TWO WEEXS TO OBTAIN A JURY AND APPROXIMATELY
ONE NONTH TRIAL FOR THE PROSECUTION AND APPROXIMATELY THE
SAME AMOUNT OF TIME FOR THE DEFENSE. CASE WILL INCLUDE NUMEROUS
WITNESSZS FROM GUYNA, SOUTH AMERICA, AS WELL AS FBI LAB AND
SPECIAL PROJECTS, (WITNESSES WILL BE SUBJECT OF SEPARATE
TELETYPE).[]k)

PROSECUTION OF LARRY LAYTON IN SAN FRANCISCO IS BEING
CONDUCTED PERSONALLY BY THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY JOSEPH P,
RussonzzLLo.‘[lé)-
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