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simple. Law enforcement remains about 20
years behind in weapons, techniques, and in-
i telligence anyway, and the things Joe Valachi
described were comfortably outdated.

All the propaganda notwithstanding, the
Mafia remains a dying institution and sooner or
later will have to be abandoned as the old boys
dic off. Organized crime, on the other hand,
is Aourishing as never before. The war on crime,
begun by Robert F. Kennedy, faltered badly
under President Johnson and ground to a halt
under Richard M. Nixon. With the heat off,
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, Formed in 1924, the Intemational Criminal
¥ Police Organization has come to be known
% best by its cable designation, “Interpol.” With
Y its world headquarters in St. Coud, a Paris
suburb, Interpol is, to the casual observer, an
admirable effort: cooperation among the po-
22 lice of various nations to apprehend criminals,
£t control drug traffic across international borders,
;- and similar activities. To the surprise of many,
[ however, Interpol is a private organization to
- which law enforcement agencies of over 100
3 hations belong and pay annual dues. Its posi-
tion and growth have stemmed entirely from
the support of these police around the world,
whence comes the mistaken belief that Interpol
is a legally constituted intemnational agency.
Throughout its history, Interpol has worked
only with the national police force of each
country. In the U.S., which officially has no
national police force, Interpol is funded, staffed,
and housed by the Treasury Department,
across the street from the White House. With
- @ direct hookup to the computerized National
Crime Information Center (NCIC) 'run by
- the FBI and direct contact to State and local
police, over 100 Interpol nations have access
t?ﬁU.S. files and records denied the American
citizen. ' )
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With the growing amount of information
being collected and kept by government agen-
aes, such unregulated access to confidential
Jies and records by a private organization_serv-
Ing 100 foreign police groups has disturbéd a
,  Dumber of citizens. Any police state, or private
f © Broup via their police, can obtain information
E < On American ctizens, businesses, clubs, dip-
¢ Omats and tourists,, immigrants, suspected
-+ agents, without regard to validity, relevance,
i uth, or source. In turn, a foreign agency could
S ; Sven plant information in U.S. Government
S5, a possibility even more frightening due
- - 0 its counterintelligence aspect.
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even the Mafia is no longer needed. Crime
will continue to prosper until, as the Presi-
dent’s Commission on Law Enforcement put it
in 1967, there is a change in “the hearts and
minds of men.”

Such a change isn't going to happen tomor-
row.

The Author: A onctime college professor and
investigative newspaper reporter, Hank Mes-

sick’s recent published books include John Ed-~

gar Hoover, The Private Lives of Public Ene-
mies, and The Beauties and the Beasts."

"The Men from Interpol

By Vaughn Young

When Interpol was 1st established in 1924,
Vienna was chosen as its “permanent” home
by fixing in the constitution that the head of
the Austrian federal police would automati-
cally lead the organization from the capital of
that nation. In short, whoever ran the Austrian
police ran Interpol, which Hitler would quickly
recognize.

The Nazis strongly supported the organiza-
tion and encouraged its expansion. By 1937,
Interpol officials elected Nazi General Kurt
Daluege, destined to be executed in 1946 for
war crmes, as their vice-president. At the same
time, J. Edgar Hoover, director of the FBI,
was expressing interest and corresponding di-
rectly with Interpol’s secretary general, Oscar
Dressler. In 1937, H. Drane Lester, assistant
director of the FBI, attended the Interpol con-
gress in London and recommended to Hoover
that the U.S. formally join.

Undaunted by growing Nazi participation,
U.S. Attomey General Homer Cummings rec-
ommended to the Congress, a mere 2 weeks
after Hitler's take-over of Austria and Inter-
pol, that the U.S. formally join the group “as
advocated by Director Hoover.” Since Secre-
tary of State Cordell Hull had no objection to
the membership “from the point of view of
our intemational relations,” Congress voted the
money and as of June 8, 1938, the U.S. was
officially a member of Interpol. The U.S. was
2 member of a Nazi-run organization for only
$1,500 annual dues.

ith Hitler now in full command in Ger-
many, the 1939 Interpol conference was sched-
uled for Berlin under the patronage of the
Reichsfiihrer, the SS, and Chief of the German
Police Heinrich Himmler. For over a month,
the US. State Department debated about
whether or not to attend this Nazi conference.
On Avgust 11—3 weeks before W.W. II be-
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gan—it declined to accept the invitation it had
been sent.

Reinhard Heydrich, appointed to head the
Nazi §S, became Interpol’s new president, an-
nouncing that “Under its new German leader-
ship [Interpol will] be a real center of criminal
police.” On December 8, 1941, Berlin was
named as Interpol’'s new home and the move
was made. Sharing a villa in Wannsee, a
wealthy suburb of Berlin, with the Gestapo,
Interpol was placed under Heydrich’s Sicher-
heitdienst (SD) or Security Police. Also work-
ing in the SD at the time was a young SS offi-
cer (¥337259), commissioned on July 1, 1939,
by the name of Paul Dickopf. After the war,
Dickopf was to reemerge and become Inter-
pol’s president from 1968 to 1972.

In June, 1942, Heydrich was assassinated.
For 6 months, the Gestapo (and Interpol)
lacked a leader. Himmler finally chose Emst
Kaltenbrunner, who h3d been working in Aus-
tria, to succeed Heydrich. With the Gestapo
and the SS as his primary concern, Kaltenbrun-
ner finally turned his attention to Interpol and
wrote all member nations on-July 28, 1943, in
words to be echoed at St. Cloud 20 and 30
years later, that he would “continue t%xe
strictly nonpolitical character” of the police
arganization. Meanwhile, the ovens of Dachau,
Buchenwald, and Treblinka bumed into the
m'gl:dt. And with them, the worth of Interpol’s
word.

As the 3rd Reich fell apart, so did Interpol.
In the Reich’s final days, a drama unfolded
that was to be one of Interpol’s unsolved
mysteries and possibly a key to its postwar be-
havior. Interpol’s files, nurtured for 6 years
by the Nazis, were a prize for any would-be¢
dictator. Culled from European police dossiers
with the Nazi penchant for blackmail, one
can imagine what they contained: the names
of thieves, assassins, informers, forgers, and
counterfeiters, as well as information on politi-
cal leaders, businessmen, and citizens in gen-
eral. The files were in Wannsee when the Al-
lies began to close in on Berlin. Interpol has
insisted that they were destroyed in the bomb-
ings. But one official tells a different, albeit odd,
story. |

Hamry Soderman, a Swedish policeman, had
worked with: Interpol since its”inception in
1924 and was one of 2 men responsible for its
reemergence in 1946. In his book, Police-
man's Lot, he offered some interesting insights,
including information on what may have ac-
tually happened to the files in 1945. According
to Soderman: ’

. . . Carlos Zindel, who headed the Prus-
sian and later the German Crminal In-
vestigation Department (CID) . . . left
Berlin just before the collapse of the 3rd
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Reich and headed for the south in his
car, which was filled to the brim with
the documents of the Commission.
When he reported to French headquar-
ters in Stuttgart to give himself up, he
was badly treated, kicked out, and told
to return in the aftemoon. His dignity
mortally injured, he went to a park and
swallowed a capsule of potasstum cya-
nide. :

As a neutral country, Switzerland was being
used by the Odessa as a major collection and
jumping-off point for Nazis fleeing with
money, documents, and their lives. Zindel, ap-
parently, was heading there. Armed with pa-
pers that would have allowed him passage clear
to Zurich, Zindel found his way blocked. As
a colonel in the SS working under Kaltenbrun-
ner, he knew that the Allies would be interested
in him, so he took the only alternative, leav-
ing the files in French hands. The next year,
Interpol was established in Paris with strong
backing by the French police.

In 1946, Soderman worked with Florent E.
Louwage of the Belgian Political Police, who
was also a member of Interpol’s executive staff
under Kaltenbrunner and the only’one to have
escaped “‘untainted,” according to the Swedish
policeman, to keep Interpol alive. Using the
Belgian embassies, Louwage sent out invitations
to former member countries to meet in Brussels
“to constitute the International Criminal Po-
lice Commission, choose its headquarters, and
appoint new directors.”

The U.S. State Department, upon receiving
the invitation, telegraphed Brussels on May 15
that a decision to attend was “in abeyance
pending advice Justice Department,” and asked
for more information. Two days later, Brussels
replied that Norton R. Telford, later to be-
come an Interpol delegate on J. Edgar Hoo-

ver's behalf, had visited “interested Belgian _:;‘

police . .. and is believed to have reported
fully results to FBI Washington.” Nothing was
said about Interpol’s Nazi history.

On May 21, 1946, Tom Clark, U.S. Attor-
ney General, recommended to the State De-
partment “that no representative of the Gov-
emment of the US. be designated to attend
this meeting.” The State Department complied,
unknowingly opening the way for Hoover. Two
days after the State Department notified the
Belgian Embassy that it would not be sending
a representative to the conference, ]J. Edgar
Hoover was elected vice-president of Interpol
in Brussels. Hoover had just bluffed the State
Department and established a foothold in Eu-
rope.

g‘or a few brief months in 1946, Interpol
had 2 presidents. But on October 16, Ermst
Kaltenbrunner quickly relinquished his position
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followed by an increase in drugs from Europe
and the Far East, Interpol's ineffectiveness
was becoming painfully apparent.

By 1968, the Nazi issue had quieted suffi-
ciently to allow the election of Payl Dickopf
as president. Besides working in Heydrich’s SD,
where Interpol was located during the war,
Dickopf had helped to reestablish the police
in postwar Germany, achieving a senjor posi-

. tion for himself in the Bundeskriminalamt.
During  his 4-year reign, the organization

in the bank, due,
tions by 3 member
Venezuela, Brazil,

in part, to large contriby-
countries during his tenure:

and Switzerland, where,
coincidentally, the Naz; Odessa brotherhood is
very much aljve,

At the White House, in 1969, events were
transpiring that would reach across the ocean
S Yyears later. i
law enforcement, carefully nurtured since Hey-
drich, was about to fall away. Eugene Rossides,
as Interpol’s boss in the Treasury Department,
moved up the international ladder to follow in
Hoover's footsteps. Elected to serve  with
Dickopf as a vice-president, Rossides was also
busy in the U.S. Treasury giving a job to a
young man by the name of G, Gordon Liddy.
While Rossides got out before the Watergate
scandal hit, Edward L.
Coming from the White House, where he
worked as a deputy counsel under John Ehr-
lichman, Morgan was

1970. By October, 1973, he was elected to In-
terpol's powerful Executive Committee.
information poured oyt during the Water-
gate investigations, Morgan’s name came up.
Apparently, Morgan had gone to the IRS, on
Ehrlichman’s orders, to check the tax returns
of former Presidents “for guidance” in prepar- -
ing Nixon's, Then, in 1969, he reportedly
signed and backdated a deed for Nixon which
turned over the President's papers to the Na.
i 2 $500,000 tax write-off,
hit the press in January,
1974, Morgan quickly resigned.
,%Z:fore Ir%terpqol cm}xlld cagtr:'h its breath, events
in Europe continued to force its actual opera-
tions into the open. A revolution in Portugal
revealed atrocities being committed by the po-
litically controlled—ang dreaded—state police
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In Belfast, Interpol admitted that it had been
working with NATO officials to compile infor-
mation on terrorists, in violation on Article
several times over. It was also discovered that,
in 1969, Interpol was reported at a Bermuda
airport helping that govemment find “undesir-
ables” arriving for an International Black Power
Conference so they could be sent home im-
mediately on the next plane. Yet, when asked
to help track Palestinian terrorists, especially
after the Munich massacre and numerous sky-
jackings, Interpol refused, citing Article 3 again.

By the time Interpol met in Cannes, France,
for its 1974 conference, criticism was coming
from within Interpol’s own ranks. (One official
has estimated that over go% of police inquiries
between nations are now made directly, not
through Interpol, due to the growing ]§ck of
confidence in the organization.) After Dick-

opf’s 8§ history was exposed, Interpol officials
were kept busy trying to prevent matters from
getting completely out of hand. But it was too
late. As one correspondent put it, Interpol is
“far from being the slick and sophisticated or-
ganization of popular mythology.”

With the romantic tales of “the man from_
Interpol” gone, what was left was a most un-
pleasant picture: an organization that was
steeped in Nazism, one wracked with political
and financial turmoil, unable to make any dent
in the rising crime rate, and one which arbi-
trarily selected the terrorists that would receive
its attention. As a cynic put it, “They just
haven’t been the same since der Fiihrer died.”

The Author: Vaughn Young has been pub-
lished in numerous perodicals. In recent
months, he has investigated Interpol in depth,
and is still continuing his researches.

On the Way to the 8-Hour Day—The Haymarket Affair

By David Wallechinsky

Today most people take it for granted that a
work week is 8 hours a day, 5 days a week,
but it was not always so. As late as 1886, most
laborers worked a 10-hour day, 6 days a week.
Most transportation workers put in at least
84 hours a week, and New York City bakers
worked up to 120 hours a week.

The struggle for an 8-hour day led to one of
the most dramatic events in U.S. history—
the incident that has come to be known as the
Haymarket Affair. e

In 1884, a weak labor organization, the
Federation of Organized Trades and Labor
Unions of the U.S. and Canada, resolved to
make May 1, 1886, the target date for a
movement to win the 8-hour day. As that date
approached, the federation had all but faded
away, but their idea caught on, and in Chicago,
which was a hotbed of worker organizing, the
month of April saw huge rallies in support of
the 8-hour day, despite unanimous opposition
from the Chicago daily newspapers and all
business leaders.

On April 30, the railroad and gas company
employees, the iron mill workers, the meat-
packers, and the plumbers all went on strike.
The next day, May 1, 30,000 workers struck
anc¢ joined in peaceful parades and demon-
strations. Sunday, May 2, was quiet.

But on Monday there were strike rallies
throughout the city. One such gathering, of
the Lumber Shovers Union, attracted 6,000
strikers, including several hundred workers from
the neartby McCormick Harvester factory,
which had been run by scabs since February

16 when its regular employees had been locked
out over a dispute about unionization.

The main speaker at the rally was August
Spies, a noted Chicago social-revolutionary.
Many in the crowd objected to his being
allowed to speak because he was a “socialist,”
but the secretary of the union spoke on his
behalf and satished the crowd by saying that
Spies had been “sent by the Central Labor
Union.”

Spies avoided revolutionary propaganda and
spoke mainly about shorter hours, urging the
workers to stand together or be defeated.
Shortly before he concluded his speech, the
bell at the McCormick factory 3 or 4 blocks
away rang and goo members of Spies’s au-
dience—those who were McCormick strikers
—broke away and ran toward the factory.
With stones and sticks they attacked the ex-
iting scabs and drove them back into the fac-
tory. Soon 200 police with clubs and revolvers
arnved to supplement the permanent police
force which the city had graciously supplied to
the owners to protect the factory. Shooting
broke out and when the battle ended, one
striker had been shot to death, 5 or 6 were se-
riously wounded, and 6 policemen were injured,
although none had been shot.

Spies, who had urged the McCormick strikers
to stay at the rally, was horrified at the sight
of the blood of fellow workers splattered on
the streets of Chicago and immediately ran

off a poster (“To arms, we call you, to armsl”) _

prnted in English and German, which was
distributed at labor meetings that night.

s
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INTERPOL is a private international police organi-
zation made up of national police'representatives
from over 100 member nations. Supposedly orga-
nized to apprehend criminals, control drug traffic,
etc., Interpol’s U.S. branch is funded, staffed; and .
housed in the U.S. Treasury Department, across -
the street from the White House. It has a direct
hook-up to the computerized National Crime Infor-
mation Center (NCIC), run by the FBI, and direct
contact with state and local police. All Interpol
nations have access to US files and records denied
to U.S. citizens. Any police state, or private group
in any member nation, via their police, can obtain
information on U.S. citizens, businesses, tourists,
immigrants, suspects, etc., without regard to valid-
ity, relevance, truth, or source. Yet, for U.S. citi-
zens, Interpol files are exenipt from the Freedom

+ of Information Act! The NCIC computerized
files at the disposal of Interpol are massive. A

, foreign agency, operatmg through Interpol, could
~ even plant information in U.S. government ﬁles

INTERPOL is baswally a Nazi organization. Its .
vice-president in the 1930’s and 40’s was Nazi
General Kurt Daluege, executed later for war
crimes. During Hitler’s power period, Interpol

was headquartered in Berlin. Its 1939 conference
was held under the patronage of the Reichsfuehrer,
the SS, and the Nazi chief of Police, Heinrich Him-
mler. In 1968, Paul Dickopf, a former henchman

in Hitler’s Security Police, was elected president.
During his reign, the organization became affluent, |
due to large contributions by three member ‘
nations during his tenure: Venezuela, Brazil, and  §
Switzerland, where, coincidentally, the Nazi SS
(Odessa) brotherhood is still very much alive.

[Information on Interpol compiled from The
Peoples Almanac, by David Wallechinsky and
Irving Wallace, Doubleday & Co., Garden C1ty,
‘ 1975 Artlcle by Vaughan Young ]






