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DEAR REV JONES

IN RECENT MONTHS MY OFFICE HAS BEEN VISITED BY
CONSTITUENTS WHO ARE RELATIVES OF MEMBERS CF YOUR CHURCH AND

YHO EXFRESSED ANXIETY ABOUT MOTHERS AND FATHERS SOiRS AND
3 DAUGHTERS BROTHERS ANID SISTERS WHC HAVE ELECTED TC ASSIST YOU IN

¥ THE DEVELOFMENT OF YOUR CHURCH IN GUYANA

1 HAVE LISTENED TO OTHERS WHC HAVE TOLD HE THAT SUCH
CONCERNS ARE EXAGGERATED THEY HAVE BEEN. SUFPORTIVE OF YOUR

CHURCH AND YOUR WORK YOUR EFFORT INVOLVING SO MANY AMERICANS
FROM A SINGLE UNITED STATES GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION IS UNIQUE IN AN'
EFFCRT TO BE RESPONSIVE TO THESE CONSTITUENTS WITH DIFFERING
PERSPECTIVES AND T0O LEARN HORE ABOU"I' YOUR CHURCH AND ITS

3 § WORK 1 INTEND TO VISIT GUYANA AND TALK WITH APFRCPRIATE
4 GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS I DO SO AS A PART OF HY ASSIGNED

"ET RESPONSIBILITIES AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON O3
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REPUBLICAN ILLINOIS ALSO A MEMBER OF THE couanTEéqXNB:§¥AFE'
MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE WILL BE ACCOMEANY ING ME
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WHILE WE ARE IN GUYANA 1 HAVE ASKED QUR AMBASSADOR JOHN
BURKE TO MAKE ARRANGEMEKTS FOR TRANSPORTATION TO VISIT YQUR
CHURCH AND AGRICULTURAL STATION AT JONESTOUN IT GOES wITHOUT
& SAYING THAT [ AM MOST INTERESTED IN A VISIT TO JONESTOWN AND
WOULD AFPRECIATE WHATEVER COURTESIES YOU CAN EXTEND TO OUR

CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION :

PLEASE CONSIDER THIS LETTER TO BE AN OFEN AND HONEST
REQUEST TO YOU FOR INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR WORK WHICH HAS BEEN

THE CENTER OF YOUR LiFE: AND PURPOSE FOR SO MANY YEARS IN THE
INTEREST OF SIMPLIFYING COMMUNICATIONS IT WILL ONLY BE

NECESSARY FOR YOU TO RESPOND TO AMBASSADCR JCHN R BURKE AT THE

ANERICAN ENBASSY IN GEORGETOUN SINCE THE DETAILS OF OUR TRIF ARE
STILL BEING ARRANGED ! AM SURE THE AMBASSADOR AND HIS STAFF

% WILL BE ABLE TC KEEP YOU INFORHMED
I LOOK FORWARD TO TALKING WITH YOU EITHER 1IN

&2 JONESTOUN OR GEORGETOWN SINCERELY YOURS
LEO J RYAN MEMBER OF CONGRESS
coL 893
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Kovember 1, 1978

Reverend Jim Jones
People's Temple

Box 893

Mission Village, Guyana
South America

Dear Rev. Jones:

In recent months my office has been visited by constituents
wvho are relatives of members of your church and who expressed
anxiety about mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, brothers
and sisters who have elected to assist you in the development
of your church in Guyana.

I have listened to others who have told me that such concerns
are exaggerated. They have been supportive of your church and
your work. Your effort, involving so many hmericans from a
single U.S. ceographic location is unigue. In an effort to be
xesponsive to these constituents with differing perspectives
and to learn more about your church and its work, I intend to
visit Guyana and talk with appropriate government officials.

I do so as a part of my assigned responsibilities as a Member
of the House Committee on International Relations. Congressman
Ed Derwinski (R-I11l), alsoc a member of the cormittee and staff
members of the committee will be accompanying me.

While we are in Guyana, I have asked our Ambassadoxr, John
Burke, to make axrangements for transportation to visit your
church and agricultural station at Jonestown. It goes without
saying that I am most interested in a visit to Jonestown, and
would appreciate whatever courtesies you can extend to our
Congressional delecation.

Please consider this letter to be an open and honest request
‘to you for information about your work which has been the center
of your life and purpose for so many years. In the interest of
s;mpllfylng “communications, it will only be necessary for you to
respond to Ambassador John R. Burke at the American Embassy in
Georgetown. Since the details of our trip are still being arranged,
I am sure the Ambassador and his staff will be able to keep you

informed.

X look forward to talking with you either in Jonestown or

Georgetown.
Sincerely yours,

CC: Congressman Derwinski LEO J. RYAN i
John J. Brady, Jr., Chief of Staff Yember of Congress

International 'Relations Committee
James Schollaert

WU 1 (RIT0)




- - = e 2t e e AN e s - .
v.o% -CL Of :.vc—] £D ORCOLL £ 1D ChELST 10 31 £2CLI11 OF LA l
oo orsve | rooncort | _cenawo | ersworapun ezcepaor 4 A .
GHADB7854 cne 1
iwonz, soles and regatations, mhich sre or e = atory suthot'tes

[T Toliuning mrtepe, tutject 1o the Telegraph Comp say's cond

Kovember 1, 1978

Reverend Jim Jones
People's Temple
Box 893
Mission Village, Guyana
South America
h]

Deax Rev. Jones:

In ‘recent months my office has been visited by constituents

who are relatives of members of your church and who expressed
. anxiety about mothers and fathers, sons and davghters, brothers
and sisters who have elected to assist you in the Gevelopment

of your church in Guyana. .

I have listened to others who have told me that such concerns
are exaccerated. They have been supportive of your church and
your work. Your effort, involving so many Akmericans from a
single U.S. c¢eographic location is unigue. In an effort to be
responsive to these constituents with differing pers pectives
and to learn more about your church and its work, I intend to
visit Guyana and talk with appropriate government officials.

T do so as a part of my assigned responsibilities as a Member
of the House Committee on International Relations. Congressman
Ed Derwinski (R-I1l), also a member of the committee and staff
members of the committee will be accompanying me.

While we are in Guyana, I have asked our Ambassador, John
Burke, to make arrangements for transportation to visit your
church and agricultural station at Jonestown. It goes without
saying that I am most interested in a visit to Jonestown, and
would appreciate whatever courtesies you can extend to our
Congressional delegation.

Please consider this letter to be an open and honest reguest
to you for information about your work which has been the center
of your life and purpose for so many years. In the interest of
simplifying communications, it will only be necessary for you to
respond to Ambassador John R. Burke at the American Embassy in
Georgetown. Since the details of our trip are still being arrance:
T am sure the Ambassador and his staff will be able to keep you

informed.

I look forward to talking with you either in Jonestown or

Georgetown.
Sincerely yours,

cc: Congressman Derwinski LEO J. RYAN
John J. Brady, Jr., Chief of Staff sember of Congress

International Relations Committee
James Schollaert
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IN RZCENT MONTHS MY OFFICE HAS SEEN VISITED 2Y CORSTI-
TUENTS VWHO ARE REILATIVES OF WEKSZRS OF YOUR CHURCH
MND VHO IZXPRESSED ANXIETY ASOUT HOTHLRS AND FATHERS,

AND DLUGHTERS, ZR0THERS AND SISTERS WHO HAVE

I 52VE LISTENED TO OTHERS WHO H&VE TOLD KFE THAT SulH
CICZERS ARE EXASSZRETED, THEY HAVE EIEN SUPPORTIVE

07 YOUR CHURCH AND YOUR WORK. YOUR EFFORT, INVOLVING

S MARNY AMERICARS FRONM A SINGLE U,S. GEOGRAPRIC LOCATION
1S UNIOUVE, IN AN EFFORT TO BE RESPCNSIVE TO THESE
COUSTITUZNTS VITH DIFFERING PERSPECTIVES £ND TO LEARN
#0RE £230UT YOUR CHURCH AND ITS WORK, I INTZWND TO

VISIT GUYANA AND TALK WwITH AFPROPRIATE GOVERMNIZNT

OFr ICIELS., 1 DO SO 84S A PART OF MY ASSIENTD RESPONSI-
EILITITES AS A ¥ZH5ER OF THE KOUSE CONMIT O}

IITERIATIONAL RELATIONS, CORCGRESSWEN = {SKI
@R-JLL), £LSO 4 TRE CONSITIE rF
#Z.ZZRS OF THE COJUMITTEE WILL oZ ACCOI AN

WHILE WE ARE IN SUYsNA, I KEaV D 4DOR,
JOHN ZUFKE, TO MART ARRANSININT = TIiON
T0 VISIT YOUR CHURCH AND s£GRICULTURAL T
JONZSTOWN, IT GOEZS WITHOUT SAYING THe ST
I{TZRESTED IN A VISIT TO JONESTOWN, &

AFPRECIATE WHATZVER COURTESIES YOU CaAN EXTEKD TO OUR

CONGRLSSIONAL DELEGATION.

PLESASZ CONSIDER THIS LETTER TO EE AN OPZIN AND HONEST
RLQUEST TO YOU FOR INFORMATION ASOUT YOUR VWORY WHICH
HAS SZEN THE CENTER OF YOUR LIFE AND PURPOSE FOR SO
YANY YEARS,., IN THE INTEREST OF SINPLIFYINS COENUNI-
CATIONS, IT WILL ONLY SE NECESSARY FOR YJU TO RISPOND
TO £¥ZASSADOR JOHN R. ZUAKE AT THE AsEIRICAN EXR2AS3Y

N GIOSIETOUN, SIXNCE THE DETAILS OF 0Ul mE

LL 3ZING ARRANSED, I Al SURZ THE &Iz
AFF WILL BE GSLE TO KEEP YOU INFORUED,

I LOOK FORWARD TO TALKING WITE YOU EITHER IN JGNISTOWN
03 GEORGETO¥N,

SINCERELY YOURS,

LEO J. RYa&N
¥C¥3ER OF CONESEESE
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