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CEHIUs At POFRATION

My, Mark Lane .
Attornev at Taw

1177 Central 2Ave.

“emphis, Tenn. 38104

Dear “r. Lane:

I am in receipt of vour letter reoardlno the pronosed
visit of a delecation from the Fouse IMternational Relations
Committee to the nation of fAuvana. Vhile T am nleased to
have vour offer of assistance to the rormittee on beralf of
the Feonle's Temple at Jonestown I must resppctfully Aissent
from certain assurntions which vere aonarent in vour letter.

First, the Cormittee and its staff, 2s a matter of
nolicy and standard oractice, works throuch our Tmhassv and
the aovernnent of the nation which it visits Second, it is
my volicv, when I am a delecation Chairman conductlrn jnouiries
at home or ab1oad, to ceal with the nrlnc:oals in a given situa-
tion. To that end, I sent a te]oqram on Wovember 1 to Mr. Jim
Jones askina for his cooperation in a matter affectirg the
personal lives of an unknown but large nunher of U'.S. citizens,
who are presently resicding or his nronortv in Jonestown and
in Pcorgetovn. e has not vet renlied, but I presure he is in
touch with the American Fmhassy and Afthassador John Furke ahout
this inouirv. Tt is for this rcason that T asked r. James
cchollaert, as an attornev on the staff of the Committec, to
resnond to vour telephone incuirv, to vhick vou male reference.

I recret that vou will not he ahle to he in Guvana, this
next week, but I understand that *r. Jones has other leaal cour-
sel avaiiab]e in the event he feels such counsel is necessary.
In a situation where the Cormittee schecule does not coircice
with vour own personal schecule, I must chviously resclve such
a conflict for the "'nited States Touse of Tepresentatives. T
hope that vou will understand.
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I an also interested in vour statement that *varicus
acencies of the U.8. Covernrent ftave sorevwhat consistently
oppressed the People's Temple.”™ BAnv such assurntion with re-
gard to oux romnittee is grossly in errxor. T am intercsted in
jocating and talking to certair persons in that community whose
rothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, hushands and wives have

asked rne to inguire on their behalf.

It is true that most of the corments I have heard fron
relatives are negative, but that is precisely ;he'purpose of
this inguiry. ©Pather than take the word of relatives who can
be presumed to he under sorme erotional bias, I intend to go to
the source and to allow those "on the other side" the onnor-
tunity to speak in their ovn hehalf. In this case, I have of-
fered ™"r. Jones and his sumwporters the full opportunity to
speak for themselves. I presume they will accept such an offer.
It is made with the full intention of allowing any and all to
speak for the record.

T am at a loss to unéerstand the references on the second
page of vour letter to memhers of ¥r. Jones' group who have had
to “"flee from the United States to enjoy their freedom.” T
certainly hone =uch nersons will he availabhle to cive such tes-
timony to <uwport vour conment.

I am even more puzzled hy vour further vague references
to one or two other countries that have offered "refuge" to
the.1200 rnericans in Jonestown. Am I to understand, then,
that all 1200 have alreadyv been asted if they would he willing
to travel to vet another country and bhegin their lives, under
vhat must already he difficult conditions at hest? Perhans ve
can learn more ahout that after we arrive.

Finally, Vr. TLane, I am truly di.sanpointed with vour
use of the phrase “witch hunt" in connection with an open and
honest inauirv of the United States Rouse of mepresantatives
into the welfare of Pmerican citizens nresently Jiving in
Jonestown. The committee asks no more of “r. Jones than anv
varent does whose son or dauchter is awvay at school or whose

mother or father resides in a distant convalescent hone or
hosnital.

No "persecution", as vou ovut it, is intended, Mr. Lane.
But vour vague reference to the "the creation of the most
embarassing situation for the american coverrrent” does not
imnress me at all. If the comment is inten”ed as a threat,
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I Lelieve it reveals noro t»an ray have horm intenrad, I

presumne ‘i, Jones woul@ net *¢ sunnortive of nmrch a comnent.

mhe Cormittee cdoes intend to lesve °s scheduled. Tt
does intend to discuss the vhercatouis, livino conditions and
aeneral welfare of the 1200 »mericans vou rofer to, with our
Frnhassy, with the officials of the nation n€ Muvana ard of
course, e hope, with “r. Jones as +he lnacfer of the oroun.
e ask for and hone for the cocoeration of all. ¥, ‘too, hone

r

that the incuiry can wmove ahead in ar armicable fashior.
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Covsus ano Poruaation

*ir. lark Lane
Attornev at Law

1177 Central Ave.
Yemphis, Tenn. 38104

Dear “r. Lane:

I am in receipt of vour letter resardina the nronosed
visit of a deleaation from the Fouse Iternational Relations
Committee to the nation of Guvana. Uhile T am nleased to
have vour offer of assistance to the rormittee on hehalf of
the FTeople's Tempnle at Jonestovm I must respectfully dissent
from certain assumntions which were aomarent in vour letter.

First, the Committee and its staff, as a matter of
volicv and standard wnractice, works throuah our Frhassv and
the covernment of the nation which it visits fecond, it is
my policy, when I am a delegation Chairman conductlra incuiries
at home or abroad, to cdeal with the Drlnc1oals in a given situa-
tion. To that end, I sent a teleoram on Wovember 1 to Mr. Jim
Jones asking for hlS cooperation in a matter affectirc the
personal lives of an unknown but large numher of U.S. citizens,
who are presently residing on hi's property in Jonestovn and
in Georgetovn. Fe has not vet renlied, but I presume he is in
touch with the American Fnbaesv and Arihassador John Furke about
this inaquirv. It is for this reason that I asked Mr. James
Schollaert, as an attornev on the staff of the Committee, to
resnond to vour telephone incuirv, to whick wvou rake reference.

I recret that vou will not be able to he in Puvana, this
next week, but I understand that “‘r. Jnnes has other Jeaal coun-
sel avalﬂable in the event he feels such couneel is necessarv,

In a situation where the Cornmittee schedule coes not coircicde

with vour own personal schecule, I nust chviously resolve suc»
a conflict for the "nited States Fouse of Tepresertatives. T

hope that vou will understand.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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I am also interested in vour staterent that “varicus
acencies of the U'.8&. Fovernment have sorewhat consistentlw
onnressed the People's Temple."” Any such assumntjon with re-
qard to our rommittee is grossly in error. T am intercsief in
iocating and talking to certair nersons in that: communitv whose
mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, hushanfs and wives have
asked me to incuire on their lrehalf.

It is true that most of the corrents I have heard {ron
relatives are negative, hut that is nroc1<ﬁ1v the opurnose of
this inaguiryv. PRather than take the vord of relatives wvho can
be oresuned to he under some emotional hias, I intend to go to
the source and to allow those "on the other side" the onnor-
tunity to soveak in their own hehalf. 1In this case, X have of-
fered 'iIr. Jones and his sunnorters the full omnortunity to
speak for themselves. I oresume they will accent such an offer.
It is made with the full intention of allowing any ancd all to
sneak for the record.

T an at a loss to understand the references on the seconé
page of yvour letter to members of “r. Jones' group who have had
to "flee from the United States to enjoyv their frepdom. T
certainly hovme =uch nersons will he available to give such tes-
timony to sumport vour comment.

T am even more nuzzled hv vour further vaaue references
to one or two other countries that have offered “"refuge" to
the.1200 2mericans in Jonestowm. Am I to understand, then,
that all 1200 have alreadv been asYed if thev would He willing
to travel to vet another country and hegin their 1lives, uncer
vvhat must alreadv he difficult conditions at hest? Perhans we
can learn more ahout that after we arrive.

Finally, Mr. Lane, I am truly disappointed with vour
use of the phrase "witch hunt" in connection with an open and
honest inquiry of the United States House of Representatiwes
into the welfare of American citizens presently Jiving in
Jonestown. The committee asks no more of “r. Jones than anv
parent does vhose son or dauahter is away at school or whose
mother or father resides in a distant convalescent home or
hospital.

No "mersecution", as vou nmut it, is intended, Mr. Lane.
But vour vague reference to the "the creation of the most
embarassing situation for the Rmerican coverrrent" does not
impress me at all., If the comment is intended as a threat,
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T believe it reveals more than ray have hecn intenféd, I
vresume Mr. Jones would not he sumnortive of svch a corrent.

m™he Committee does intend to Jeave as scheduled. Tt
does intend to discuss the vhereahnuts, living conditiors and
aeneral welfare of the 1200 Americans veou refer to, with our
Fmbassy, with the officials of the nation of Rfuvana ard of
course, (e hone, with “r. Jones as the lna“er of the oroun,
e as¥ for and hone for the cocnerzsion of a11. T, fnn, hone
that the incuiry can move ahead in ar aricable fashior.

//?E;cerelyfvoursr' -
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