PEOPLES TEMPLE AGRICULTURAL and MEDICAL PROJECT
¥R P, 0. Box 893, Georgetown, Guyana (South America)

~— Novemver 4, 1978

General iianager & News Director
B¢ Rews (¥KZC)

3000 VWest hlameda

Burbank, California

U.S.4.

Dear Sirs:

In many ways over the past decade, Feoples Temple of Czlifornia has
defended Freedom of the Press and staunchly decrieéd any intrusions
upon the Pirst Amendment. Ve feel somevhat regretful, therefore,

to be refusing a welcome to certain NBC staff who want to come to
our community of Jonestown in Guyana. We've heard from a trust-
worthy, albeit secondary source, that NBC personnel have been asked .
to participate in a team effort to denigrate our project here; the
scheme being to revort "first hand" that a number of concocted flaws
mar our community and therefore "Jjustify" the criticisms of Peoples
Tempii that have been flung about in the media for the last year and
a half,

The media smear (that we know has been orchestrated by certain indi-
viduals with a determination to destroy us and what we stand for) then
*justifies" others in a scheme of instigating problems for their
relatives who are living here happily. These problems have caused

a lot of grief and expense for our people. Even the Guyana govern-
ment along with various religious, civic, and business leaders in

the capital have been plagued by those who want to do us harm. Any
action causing difficulties for Guyana, which has been very gracious to us
at all times, is intolerable to us. We assume any action creating
tension between the U.S. and Guyana is also reprehensible in the

eyes of the U.S. State Department. ¢

We have every reason to believe that we're entangled in a kcCarthy-
like web spun to destroy our church, our community and what we stand
for, primarily because we are harmoniously interracial and we are
outspoken about civil rights and social justice issues. Under the
leadership of Jim Jones, we've built a community where people from
all different backgrounds are free and equal and each has z respon-
sible role to play in conducting our affairs. These facts alone
meke us a prime target for the American right wing. We have also
become the target for a small but vociferous group of ex-members

who could not live by the challénging standards we set for ourselves
in order to survive in an environment hostile to an interracial,
activist church, yet bothered by their failure, they could not
simply walk away and leave us alone. We've never kidded ourselves
about who would and who wouldn't like us.
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Pleaée be assured, we don't impute any malevolence to KEC management,
but welve-heard—<Srem ; 3 3 » that
ske—staff now vlanning to come here are to be drawn into others’
malicious plans. We know the media obviously isn't inherently
grotesque but we also know painfully how it has been used to spriead
damaging lies and misrepresentations in a very grotesque way.

%We know of no culture, no ethic, no precept that would exvect a
household to open its doors hospitably to someone coming to do it
harm. We don't intend to do so now. Any KBC personnel involved in az o -
smeal against us, intending to svread lies with a Guyana datelines,
will have to do so from the distance of Georgetown.

Because we dislike any action even resembling a curb on the press,
we want to explain our vosition clearly. We have welcomed many
visitors to our community, most of them strangers when they came.
Their frank ang open exchanges with us have invariably been a de-
light., Hepbers of the media from several different countries have
come, axad far as we know, every visitor has been enthusiastic

//about Jonestown -- about our accomplishments, our life-style, and
what we stand for. Some have advised us against admitting the
U.S, media because of a propensity, they say, to nit pick anyone
who dares to be different. Vhen we are informed that some want to
come to do precisely that, or worse, we have determined to follow
this advice.
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November 5, 1978

ENBC liews - los Ancreles
3000 #est Alameda
Burbank, CA U3A

att:s News Director, Assignment Editor, To #hom It it:ay Concern

us. A trip to Guyana, ?ﬁﬁ\ei
A3

Dear Sirs:

maybe with a Consressman who wants to nose around. ouppo edly

to investizate something. we smell a rat in this. he's bringing

alons the media. 4And what for? To make a few headlines for the

folks bakk home in his well-to-do white district at the expense

of a group of mostly poor non-whites who are tryine to put toscethe

a community that they couldn't do in the USA? Is that the sleazy
1ittle scheme that's being cooked up? and again, to what purpose?! “3
we have to speculate that there is in all this an effort to create ( o¢
a climate so that other schemes cooked up on hirher levels car E‘
be carried out without public outery. wWe know this rame well.

It's a stinkine abuse of power and public trust. Cur residents

here and members of the Temple in the United States have been %
victimized by this kind of stuff for over a year now.

se're sick of it and we're about—te fight %ack. n natloﬂal g;
Enguirer airplane buzzed over our communlty and took aeriall T
photos when we balked at. lettine them in here to authenticate <
the sewage they were preparins to dump énto the american rvesuwdas ‘i
s?f“‘meZQgH abeut a aroup of people who have decided to opt 4or a (.
oD at ve nity of sharine and brotherhood rather than ‘gﬁ“ji('“
dhﬂ*$& f%?V ﬁnerg%. S

e GOons lnk/dnug culture of capltallsm. Ané—gnes—n§5_

waa$~a_shagee—ai_a—§u%ure? Do you know what you are§601nv, or,
in the fog of the brainless quest for 'news' to titillate the

your audiences (who
may be W1ser than you thlnk). have you been sucked into a chea:

little politicdanAdventure, carried out under ¥hat bombastic,
Thowy Jha¥ I dae oV s e balavce A2 VR

hish sounding caused g
WWM’W"“ WMXMA
We are not sure what you! p to. ¢ . now if you a
are. But, I for one, dSA" y}ri s I*ﬁggggééﬁéﬁﬁ*VOh are :v%*mg{
o

coning here for honest purposes. I hgte learned about the

commercwal media. And this is why I have strongly voiced my e““%
opinion that you not be allowed in o~ this communlty. You're ‘u,*

not ready for Jonestown, T o> 2 d—hs &- be
if 0 eporte on v- =, RS hi amera and-pad-—2 ,'Q
and-Live —mehid weare tireo o1 being re~createl o A7 S

Richard D. Tropp » 4n
headmaster, Jonestown High Scb
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