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SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

In re the marriage of No. 719-147

Petitioner: GRACE LUCY STOEN - DECLARATION OF GRACE STOEN
and - . .

Respondent: TIMOTHY O. STOEN
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I am informed_and velieve that my minor son, JOHN VICTOR
STOEN, date of birth January 25, 1972, age 5 is in the ppysical
custody of the Peoples’ Temple, Inc. of San Francisco, Celif-
Srnia, that the Peoples‘ Temple has taken John to the Peoples' ”
Temple Agricultural Mission in Guyana and that they will refuse
to return him to me or to bring him within the jurisdiction of
this court unless ordered to do so. I further believe that un-
less this court acts, John will continue to be held in an at-

mosphere that is detrimental to his mental and emotional well

being and that he will be permanently deprived of the loving

B-3-F ] 2

-1~




FERTRPIRTA

*
¥
3
%
3
i
2
i
é.
H
4
£
&

m.m\lmm»wmo—

NNN)—'D—'D—"—‘D—'HHHH'—C

and stable hoge I can provide for him.

I am a former member of the Peoples' Temple. I joined
the erganization shortly after my marriage to ﬁespondent in
1970. At the time of the marriage, I was nineteen years old,
impressionable and looked to my husband, who was {2 years olé
for guidance. Respondent was a Deputy District Attorney for
Mendocino County. He is intelligent and_widely read, I greatl
respected his judgment. He was a member of the Temple; I sc¢
became a member also. The organization's professed ideals of
social justice, racial equality and concern for-the economice
dgsadvantaged ﬁeld great appeal'fo} both ‘of us. -

I was given the position.of bookkeeper and became inti-
metely involved with the inner workings of the organization.
was instructed to become a potary public in order to assist *
the deeding of large amounts of real property to the Temple .
its members. .

It soon became apparent to me that the organization and
the lives of its members were tightly controlled by the FReve
Jim Jones, the founder. The Temple's Planning Commission
created an illusion of collective decision-making. The Comx
sion made major decisions affecting the lives of the members

~

It decided where members would live, with whom their childre
would live, the career they would pursue and what they were
do with their earnings and property. The Planning Commissic

selected members out for punishment znd public humiliation.

Public humiliation and the threat of it czused members to ©
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passive in the face of demands made by the Temple. The Plznni
Commission was in fact the alter-ego of Rev., Jim Jones. Membe
felt a general loss of autonomy. ’

I worked in close assoc&ation with Rev. Jim Jones. BHis b
hgvior was frequently erratic. Rev. Jones often exp}essed a
péranoid world vision wherein he and ﬁis'organization were the
objective of multiple conspiracies. To protect himself from
alleged threat of assasination, he employed-bodyguards. "He
feared attack from within the Temple as well as -from without.
To protect himsglf from internél threat, members were frequent
directed to sign statements declaring their predisposition to
one aberrent form of anti-social behavior or another. I was
required to sign such a statement. These staéements vere re-

garded as an dinternal security measure. There was no suggesti

that they were truthful. The statements were intended.to be

.

used to discredit anyéne who turned against the church.

My own life was strictly regulated by the Temple. My
minor son was sent to live with other Temple memters. The
children of other Temple were in turn sent to live with me.

Though undermini?g,the-nuclear family was not a stated aim of
the church, such was frequently the effect of the Temple's
directives. The he;v§ schedule of church duties to which I
was assigned orten.left me no more than 5 to 6 hours sleep

per night. Nevertheless, ?ecause of the strong love I felt fc
my son, I was able to maintain close contact with John, gener:z

seeing him at least four times a week. We enjoyed a warm and
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affectiénate relationship.

The Peoples' Temple gradually took control of my life. T
regulation and regimentation of our lives caused Respondent ar.
myself to grow apart. Leaving the Temple seemed impossgble.
Members were strongly discouraged from leaving. Any defection
from the ranks was seen as a threat to the security of the
;rganization. Rumors circulated about dire consequences which
would befall defectors.’ Because of my intimate knowledge of
the o?ganization'é_financiné, my departure would be viewed as
éspecially threatening.

Toward tgé end-of my :time as bookkeeper} thé Teﬁﬁle‘s
finances éame under scrutiny. fAllegatian that ?ransrers of
money had been fraudulently induced began to be heard. Paranc
within the orggnization increased.

Thofoughly disillusioned with the organization I secretly

“departed in July, 1976. Since leaving the organization in Jul

of 1976, I have made nunrerous attempts, first acting alone, ar
thén_with the aid of my attorney to secure my son's return
thro?gh informal negotiations with Resporncent and the Peoples'
Temple. ) ‘ -
. I did not sé;k a court order because I feared thét the
Temple would secret-the boy in Guyana and deny knowledge of hi
whereabouts. My last meeting with Respondent confirmed that
our minor son was in Guyana with the Temple. Respondent indi-

cated that he believed that custody should be split between

the Temple and myself. He further stated that he would make

it . B-3-A-z
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all reasonable efforts to hiye John sent back to live wi&h_me
fér six months,. and that if negotiations with -the church failed,
he would téével to édyéna‘to institute legal proceedings. This
conéersation with Respondent confirmed my worst fears. Respon-—
dent is unsure of his own ability to éecure;the réturﬁ of oﬁf
son.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is
tr;; and correct except for those matters §ta£eé on ‘information
and belief and as to these I believé them. to be true.

Executed this ___ day fo August, 19;7 at San Francisco,

california.






