ot

I was a frequent house guest of the Stoen’s and as a consequence
was exposed to some blzarre behaviour on the pert of Grace Stoen.
She often wrestled with me and brusbkhd against my privates in a
rough manner, obviously ettempting sexual stinmulation. She would
then say, "What!s the metter, can't you take it?" On other
occasions she would run in front of me totally nude and ask same
question, above mentioned. She also did this in front of me in
the presence of Emmett Griffith, dre

I began wondering how she kept her accounting in order when she
handled some of the fimences because she would give me gas money
from dohrch fands and not require receipts nor sn accounting of
any kind, This happened often end regularly. I saw her give
Melanie Briedenbach money for personal clothing from the petty
cash box in the church office. )

She didn't spend time with her son 1ike she should have, and I
know she had pl nty of spare time because she frequently took me
out to dinner, several times driving all the way to San Francisco
from Redwood Valley, just to eat at a regteraunt, This is a

six hour drive both ways alone.

On other occasions I saw her neglect her son for the sske of her
affair with Walter Jones, many times she would leave John with me
or other ppople snd leave with Walter. Thisccaused John a grest
wesl of anxiety end tears, She even went as far as to push John
aside, Gphp W23 hand, take Walters hend end lerve.

Dated August 13, 1977
Witnessed:

FF-9-@ -3




Jonestown, Port Keltuma) ss Affidavit of
Horth West Distrioct, Guyana Joan Pursley
1, , duly sworn, declare:

During the time that Grace Stonn was a member of People'!s Temple
she wes very neglectful of her son John., On one of our Summer
trips I was in a prk weteching John end she welked over to where
we were and seid that she would be back in a few minutes and
would take John to the store. After she left he turned to me and
sthd,that he didn't believe she would be b:ck because she dldn't
care about him, We didn't see Grace until late that night, That
kind of obvious neglect was very upsetting, -

Another th:ing that really bothered me abo.t Grace Stoen was the way
in which she manipulated John, She would grab him and scuczecze

him then say things like, " Do you love me?" The unhealthy emph' -
sis being omntered on John supporting her emotlonal nceds instesad
oi the reverse, I felt that the affection that she sporadicully
gave the child was inappropriate, I would not term it as

affection so much as & satiation of her own noeds.

DATED August 13, 1877

Witnesses:

FE-9-8-¢
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Jonsstown, Port Kaituma) ss Affidavit of
North West District, Guyana Emmett Griffith Jr.

1, EZ““““ﬁA‘% CS(hcﬁaiL\:S;] belng dily sworn, declare:

Grace Stoen did some things that were shocking to me vhen I was
about 16 or 17 yesrs old., She would run across & room in her

apartment totally nude and laurhtat the resction it eaused, she
would scy, “Whats the matter, can't you take 1t?" She did this

" quite often.

She would mske exceptions for certain people in her capeacity as
finanecial secretary and not require accounting for money she
distributed from Peoolss Temple funds. She told Joe Wilson and
myself that we didn's need to worry about gas receipts, she didn't

ne:d them, We got gas money from her frequently,

I saw her on many occasions flaughnber relationship with Walter
Jdones in front of her son John. She would often leave the child

behind to accompany Walter somevhers else,

EEB(VVWA~AA54 Ekghﬁ%??§L{A:32:L

Dated August 13, 1977
“itnesses:




£

Jonestown, Port Kaltuma) ss Affidavit of
Northwest District, Guyana Negley Briaedenbech

I, Lm%jlmﬂk, being duly sworn, declsares
. Y

I s,a{{': Grace Stoen tike funds from Peoples Tempie cash boxes

and spend it on herself, Upon one occasion shé gave me $70,00

- %o buy some clothes out ef a cash box and she never asked ms

for sny money back or reciepts of for any accounting of the money
whatsoever,

Concerning her child John, I felt that she left him alone too
mich with too many people and because of it'; e suffered long
Periods of regection, These periods of rejection were frequent,

J
Dated August 13, 1977
. . Witnesses:

23
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donestown, Port Kaituina) s8 Affidavit of
North West District, Guyana . Edith Bogue

; o
I, EDI 7/') 605 ul , belng duly svenoe, declare: -

When John Stoen was an infant Grace Stoen would bring him to my hsuse
and leave him, She wouldn't say where she was going or when she wss
coming back, she would return hours later. When John was only =

fow months old she whuld hold him up end swing him around by his
arms, I was afrald she ould break his arm or his collar bons, She.

elso celled him names like crazy Hohn Stoen, Y-

Her Henduct around young boys from 10 years old mnd up was ve:"y‘

seductive, She did this around John all the time,

< £

Dated August 13, 1977

Witnesses:

i
~

e | ) empn e wasa ww
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- Jonestown, Port Kaitumaj ss Affidevit of

North West District, Guyana Barbbra Cordell

I, aJ-««Q - W , being duly sworn, declares
V ’

Grace was having difficulty with John durimg a period when he
deveiOped a severe faclial tic., She brought him to my home to
care for him for sn extended period of time. Within a matter of

two week away from her he was free of this tic.

Grace generally could not handle John, He told her that he hated
her and she eould not deal with this., During her visits with John
while he was living in my home if he happened to be naughty, she
would bring him to me to desl with,

A«;A/,,,‘; i A
Dated August 13, 19v7

Witnesses?
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Jonestown, Port Kaituma) ss Affidavit of
North West District, Guyana Darnny K, Kutulas

@W /( f "/""Z“AAU eing duly sworn, declare:

Grace was one of my house guests in my apartment in the Fall of 1975.

She wtas aware of my serious marital problems at the time, On the
ocoasidnn that tho others left the apartment Grace, who was clad
in a thin gown, threw open her arms and said, "Would you 1like to
fuck me®" I said, "You're nuyts." and walked out of the apartment,

§ I feel this typlifies her immature nranchapism,

Dererny [<: M

Dated August 13, 1977 .
“ Witnesses:?

FF-9-8-9
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Jonestown, Port Keituma) ss Affidavit of
North Viest District, CGuyana Msria Katsaris

I, W__, being duly sewm, declares

Grace Stoen has always made it clear that Jim Jomes is the father
of her gon John V. Stoen. She would exnlode with anger if end

when Tim Stoen stid anything about the rearing of thsc hild or

made any crit:_tsism of her parental abilitles, which he did fre-
quently and accurately, She stated that Tim Stoen bhd aebssditely
nothing to d with the child, ©She was quite emphatic on that point.

Dated August 13, 1977

Witnessed:

FF-6-8=-/l




Port Kaituma ) S.8. Affidavit of
-Guyana Lynetta P, Jones

-

I, , being duly sworn, declare:

A number of times while I was living in my-son, James

Jones?'s home in Redwood Valley, California, Grace Stoen
called him, I answered the phone myself on several ocaasions
to hear Grace tearfully asking to speak to Jim. These con=-
versations would continue for hours, One could not avoid
hearing parts of them just working around the kitchen,

Another time Grace Stoen came to our house in the same state
of mind, erying loudly. She-even approached the other teen-
age boys living in the house, trying to tell them her problems,
When Jim discovered that she had done this he put a stop to it
at once, He had already apprised the entire household of the
situation, Gracets hysteria certainly necessitated this.

John spent many hours with us at the house, He often spent
the night and always returned home regretfully., He protested
having to go back with Grace on many occasions,.

~Grace openly stated to me that my son, James Joneé was the true

father of John,

August 13, 1977
. t
~; . .
Signed: V'W‘K)”W
V 3

Witness:

FE - §-08— >




Georgetown, €uyana ) s.8. Affidavit of
Carolyn M. Layvton

*

I, Carolvn M, Layton , being duly sworn, declare:

As a member of Peoples Temple and a counselor in the
organization for a long time, I have had several experiences
relating to Grace Stoen which the following will describe,

On one occasion shortly after John Stoen was born Grace

Stoen came up to the alter of the church to talk to Jim Jones.

She was'crying and he called my up to talk to her as well,

She complained that she felt like commiting suicide and was
unhappy with Tim Stoen as her husband, She suggested marrying

Jim Jones, Jim said to her very kindly that this was not possible,
He then called up her husband Tim to let him know how she was
feeling so he could counsel with her, '

On another occasion I went to Grace's house and she was taking
care of John, He was quite young, She was sitting and crying
loudly about her problems while holding her son John, At the
time I thought it was very inappropriate that she be demonstra-
ting such strong depression in front of the child, She did this
often,

Grace constantly complained that people slighted her and that
she was not treated well by people, Considering the kind of
emotional pressure she placed on everyone around her I thought
such an accusation was utterly ridiculous, - I found people to
be extremely tolerant of her, She responded like a child to
almost all adults around her, requiring constant praise and
reassurance in order to function,

Grace was very flirtatious around teenage boys and I remember
her kissing Vincent Lopez on the lips one time, Another time
she kissed John in the mouth in front of me, OCther young men
conplained of similar approaches made by her,

Grace Stoen is an emotional cirpple, Because of her serious
emotional problems I definitely fedl she should not be allowed
to remove John f£rom his present very satisfying environment, I
have known Grace all the years she has been in Feoples Temple,
I can say with utmost conviction vhat she was given every
possible opportunity to grow; she was given far more hours of
counseling time and attention than almost any other troubled
person who came to the Temple for help. I saw her talk to

Jim Jones until he looked as if he were about to pass out, One
time while she was talking to him, I saw him fall to his knees
and medical personnel had to come and administer oxygen to him,
From my viewpoint he gave all that he could to help.her and she
took all she could, It would be cruel and inhumane to take
John Stoen from his father and teturn hirm to his mother,

August 13, 1977

Signed: W b\gvf,(\i,e’vv

Witness:

L o | FF-4-B8-13
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Jonestown, Port Kaltuma) ss Affideviy of
North West District, Guyana Christine R. Luclentes

I, Christume R, Luscresles s boing duly sworn declare:

Grace Stoen spoks freely to me of. the fact that James W, Jones is
the fzther of her son John V, Stoen, In fact she never indicated
to the contrary,evesy. Indeed, when she talked to John about his

father Jim Jones she referred to him as "your dad,"

Dated August 13, 1877
Wiitnesses:

FF-9-8-/s"




Georgetown, Guyana ) SeS. Affidavit of
. James Jones
1,: ]]QME’-S‘ 1% :JM/ES , being duly swern, declare:

I recall the situation with Grace Stoen was getting very

bleak and it appeared that time was running out. Different
members would come to me with reports that she was going against o
our ethical principles and planaing on leaving. Tim Stoen
thought this also and he said in the parking lot of our Redwood
Valley church, “Do whatever you <an,* and he empha&ized sex.
After he had said that, that nignt lrg., Patty Cartmell and I
located her some way; I don't femember now how we located her,
Since Tim had emphasized sex, I considered it as a means, L
otherwise ‘I would not have done it, because I felt a loyalty ~

to him and X would have done nothing to hurt him, My teaching

of principle and my concern as a pastor had not reached the
woman, no instruction had ever reached her, not a sermon had ever
seemed to move her, It seems that necessity was the mother of
invention and Patty Cartmell lived in the house next to the church.
I wanted someone there to verify that it was principle; it wasn‘t
a romantic thing. I was greatly bothered by this, having an up-
bringing which emphasized a one man-one woman relationship. That
is the wag I had been conditioned. I also needed help because it
was a trafficked area, I wanted the woman prepared not to have a
baby. Patty Cartmell gave her various preventatives, obviously
which did not work., It was strange that the girl could have ever
believed that there was anything personal, if she ever did. Mest
times when she spoke she indicated that she didn‘'t believe it

was a personal thing, but then there would be moments where she
would suggest there was some romance. She would ask, "Could I
haved loved her?% or“Could we have married each other?" What

a terrible hate she developed, based I guess on rejection. One
time I recall she said she loved me or something of that sort.
Anyway, the situation was most odd as it seemed that the bed -
toppled and we somehow had to get the bed straidhtened around,
and people were coming and going in the house while Patty Carte
mell tried to keep people from knowing what was going on. To

me, I failed to notice any joy in it} I just remember them
laughing. If I did laugh it was just to be polite., I didn't
like her; I didn't like her from the first time I met her., I
thought she demonstrated snobbery in our service by the way in
which she treated black people, She took the liberty to be
obviously rade in a public worship. She would often pull her
long strands of hair in almost an autistic manner and at times
rock back and forth as is the pattern of many disturbed persons.

As time went on she informed me that she was pregnant by me. I
tried in every way to encourage her to have an abortion. At the
time she must have not yet come to hate me, as she seemed to
insist on going ahead and having the child. We even had an
abortion arranged, but she seemed to be unable to cope with the
idea emotionally and thus it was not pursued further,

After John Stoen was born she again appeared to be falling
apart emotionally and came up to the church podium to tell

me she was going to commit suicide if I did not marry her. I
told her I did not see how that would be possible and in that -

aha waa marriad o A man wha was +harmwwhallo FamdTine wish $ha-
situation and said he was indeed prepared to be the legal father,
and was economically well off, I felt my marrying her would only
hurt others, It also seemed grossly unfair; it seemed to be the
point of which too much was required. Maybe it would have made a
difference. I can't say that it would have or would not have,

I have always .oworried “ with guilt thinking I could have done
a little more., On this particular occasion I called Tim up to

FF-9-8-/6
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the podium along with another church counselor who was

familiar with the situation. I wanted him to be alert as

to her emotional problems and keep some kind of watch on

.her to make sure she didn't go ahead with it. I was never

sure just how much of her behavior was designed to manipulate
for attention, and how much was severe mental disorder, so

I wanted to exercise caution. Grace was always a very manic
depressive personality., She was either estatic or morosely
depressed beyond the normal limits, Others witnessed her

crying spells go on for hours. She would also call my home

on the phone and go into a weeping session for long periods

of time, which everyone who lived in the house (my wife,

mother, and housekeeper) made special note of. She constantly
berated her husband, Tim, even threatening to kill him on- several
occasions. She complained that he did not spend time with her and
that he acted condescending to her. .

Grace often wept in front of John for long periods of time,
which was of _great concern to me. In fact am keeping John,
not because I want to deprive her of him, but because I deeply
believe she is ‘injurious to him, because of her long history of
mental imbalance. She is very irratic with him, at moments
screaming at him and the next trying to kiss him seductively
on the mouth, thus manipulating him in ways I felt were very
dangerous to his own normal development, I love John as much
as any father coudd love his son, but it is not just that I
o love him which makes me firmly bent on keeping him, it is my
fear of what would happen to him, if he were reared by _her, and
Tyt her boyfriend, Walter Jones, whom I know to be a racist, 1 xnow
<, beyond any doubt that she would express her emotional imbalance to N
him and her companion would take his obvious hostility out on him,
Both have expressed open hate towards me and many parishoners have
noted that she was fiercely hostile and even violent at times in
a manner suggesting that she was taking out her anger for me on
him. .

) Grace herself told me three months after she had left John to

“ go off with Walter Jones that she felt John was indded better off

. with me, At one point she even said, "Take him, he's yours any~-

. way."” At that time I gave her a round trip ticket to the place

B we both agreed was best for him. She later cashed in the part of

the tifket that was refundable to her, At an earlier time I had
given her $3,000,.00 to be used for John. She took the money and
spent it on herself, '

At the present time John is a very happy, healthy .child., He

attends school with a highly accredited teacher for part of the

day. e spends a part of his afternoon playing with his peers

on the playground., I spend every evening with him. We talk

a2 lot together and have had many.conversations about Grace.

He never speaks of Grace as his mother and when he refers to her

it is as "Gracey" He has mehtioned to me that when Grace and

Tim were still living together Grace and Walter Jones took him

to her parents home. He tells how he was offerred different

foods and thingsbut that he was given strict instructions not

to let anyone know that the three of them had had an outing.

It seems that the child had been pressured to become a confidant

to a clandestine love affair. John dislikes Walter Jones greatly

and fears him. Either he thinks Mr. Jones will do him harm

physically or he just dislikes him because his mother left with

this man. To take John out of this happy environment would be

terribly destructive to him. At one point when Grace was manip- -

ulating him, he threatened to jump off of the roof of our church,

R he had so much conflict., For a 3% year old to express such conflict

I considered very grave., Since he has not been with Grace he has

S : never expressed such a desire. I really think it would be the end
of him to take him away as long as I am able to prevent it. Grace

. is free to visit him if she chooses and it seems to me that if:she
- loves him she must’ certainly see what destruction would come to him
s if he were suddenly thrust out of his happy life here,

T
e

s

PRt ar

FF -G-R— {’7

i
3
3
o
4



Jonestown, Port Kaituma) ss Affidavit of
North West District, Guyana Christine R. Lucientes
I, Lheictiwe. R_Luciestes s Belng duly sworn, dedlare:

Grace Stoen was a friend of mine for several years and I had the
opportunity to become aquainted with seme of her negatlive person-
ality traits. Because I babysat her son on a consistent basis

I further was made aware of the affect that these pstterns had
on him,

Grace is a very immature person vhose narcissism requires continual
positi¥e support from others, including her son. Instead of being

a supportive mother to the needs of Bohn Stoen, she seught reassurcnce
from the child himself, I have heard her frequently ask him if he
lovad her, if the child didn't answer in a manner that sgemed
appropriate to her, her face showed vivid diseppointument. 1 felt

the cnild was unduly pressured by such emotional expectations and
acted out accordingly.

1 recall on a bus trip back to San Francisoco from Los Angeles that
Graco was awakened from her sleep and asked to attend to her bhilc
that she had left without appointing anyone to supervise. She
became hysterical at what she interpreted to be a critisism of lLer
abilitles as a mother, In front of the child she shrieked, -»ulled
her hair, hit her head against the bus window and slugged herselZ,
Not only was John upsst by this display but several crildren had
incredulous looks upon their faces, I was shoocked,

After his mother had abandoned him John expressed to me great
hostllity and fear of Walter Jones., He related a childish
fantesy to me of how he would kill Walter if he tried to take
him eway to Grace, WHhn sghéldakawibhehikhfivugh tnokighuregacidinn
Bpormhbs s ihttiyepoehdshfatheffered Il rumaelienigréep Hokhiiftie

were ever to be put in Grace's care again.

.

Dated August 13, 15%7
Viitnesses:
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Two days before Grace began her relationship with Walter

Jones (she had just finished a relationship with Tim Carter

in which he described her later as the sickest person he had
ever known) she again broached the subject of marriage to me.
This was about l¥% years ago. I again told her that I did not
feel that was possible. his time I guess_she took me at my
work and gave up on the idea altogether, 1y was the following
July 4 that she left with Walter Jones, without so much as a
good bye to John. She did not ask about John until about three
months later, when she arranged a visit with John, This visit
upset John terribly. She again wept continually and asked
John if he loved her, The child did not know how to respond
to this baxrage of emotion she epenly expressed to him, It was
as if he was the adult and she was the child, What a predicament
it was for him. Frankly I never want to see him go through it
againe . ’

I am so convinced that what I am doing is correct that I have
risked my whole reputation by not returning to the city and for
his sake publically eai’%ell. ne ohg,why., Grace herself has told
how her parents are openly racist and were even ashamed of their
own Latin background,..I cannot subject John to this. I implore =" ™
the court that the child not be put through this. I must say
that the relationship was the gravest mistake of my life but

it would only be compounded if this child were forced to return
to his mother, whose emotional problems prohibit her from knowing
how to love a youngster without expecting great personal returns,
I know that I am capable of giving John love without expecting
him to "pay it back in kind"., Grace does not have that capacity.

August 13, 1977

signed: ggwa/g%m

Witness:






