1¢ April, 1973

Peoples Terple Anricultural Proiect
P.0, Rox 893
Ceorgetovn, Guvana

Pr. Ptolemy Reid
Deputy Prime “!inister
Finistry of Wational Development

Dear Dr. nteid:

%e are facing a crisis situation in which it seews evident, at this
juncture, that you are the only one who can resolve it for us satisfac-
torily. e were gziven assurances regarding the matter of licensing our
doctor, Larry Schacht, which vere suhsequently reversed, Tt is impossible
for us to accept the new decision as it would have an adverse effect on
the health and vell-beine of too many persons—— not just Peonles Ternle
nerhers,

Originally, we were told that the situation would be worked out by
the doctor who heads the decision making medical board. We were told that
Dr. Schacht would only have to come into Georsetowm for a counle of weeks,
\fter that he would have consultations with a nreceptor over radio telenhone
from Port aituma,

You can check with the Soviet Fmbassy to confirm the type of work our
clinic is doing. It would make you proud., The Fmbassy officlal—-who is
a Tass correspondent—and his wife were overwhelmed by what they sau., (Ve
are inviting all the Frbassies from socialist countries and hove to have
the Chinese as our next visitors.) The couple said they were very impressed
after sedkpgn some serious disorders and medical problems treated in our
facilities. They saw our staff of some 30 persons wkébh include nurse
practitioners, respiration therapists, an x-ray technician, Ri's, TVil's,
lab technicians, LKG technician, pharmacist, and a pediatric dispensor vho
have treated all kinds of critical medical cases, Our doctor has meant the
difference between life and death on a number of occasions, The medical
board doesn't doubt this but some on the board insist, nevertheless, that
Dr. Schacht must do a year's internship in Georgetowmn., We said that if he
had to be away for any extended veriod, it would likely result in some
unnecessary disabilities and even deaths. The response Hv a few of the rore
outspoken board merhers was shocking. They said there vould just have tobhe
a few deaths, as there were deaths before we came, They used the areuncnt
that they wouldn't be able to ;o to the States and practice irithout the
proper training and credentials. To us, this indicated a netite bourgedpiie
attitude toward vrofessional standards. (In other words, "We went throuch
the process, and so must you.') TFor a third world develonins country, this
attitude seens hichly impractical. Some sort of amendrent to the rules @Gar
that's vhat it would take) should be made for remote areas where no pxa-
44£T%QAZET§EG€4ﬂﬂ wedical sexrvices exist. Ve know you have-deep commassion for the
Amer-Indian people, and we provide the only adequate nedical care they can
set in the area. As many as 50 a day have come into the proiect, havin~
walled from miles around. A number have complained of the treatment thev
recéived from the dispensor in “atthews Pidge who is not qualified to tresv
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treat any but the most minor cases. Our doctor has actually had to treat neople
for the mistal.es that the dispensor made,

Men we beran to describe sone of the more critical and complex cases that
Dr. Schacht has successfully treated, we were soppped by one board nerier who
said that our doctor's comnetence was not in question. i'e said it was a le~al
issue., (Mne woman did say that sormething ought to be done on humanitarian
esrounds; hut it seenmed that the ones who vere pushine the legal asnmect had an
intinidatin; effect on the others,)

If it is strictly a legal issue, then surely there is some way the board
can credit the vork: that Dr. Schacht has already done, *héfh is docummnted and
which is more intensive than any internship program. Sore of his vorl has
been the result of expert consultations from specialist in the best medical
clinics in the States and Carribeam, via our radio. Surely Dr, Schacht ecen
sonchbe be Jicensed withbut havins to leave the area that is so dependent
upon his sarvices which he provides around the clochk, It is ironiec, te sav
the least, to charge that our doctor is seekinz special treatment when tho
opposite is true. A prominent physician in the U,5, views Dr. Schacht as 2
Ypodern-day Tr. Schweitzer," as the enclosed letter indicates.

It would be tragic if our dootor had to bhe out of the area in snother
emergency situation such as that vhich took the life of the Port Naituma
™C head, !len “reen's child, The child's condition was veyy treatable and
and the life would likely have been saved had ilen known about our doctor at
that time. So it is deeply distressing vhen we are given a ressace eminating
from inister lovte that we cannot post a message offering our medical sexrvices
and vhich would have conveyed the appropriate davs and times for the pconle's
convenience, )

“orally, our doctor feels (and we absolutely agree) that he cannot leave
the project beyond the tinme perlod originally agreed upon, because it would
be inhumane to do so. You can imagine how difficult it would be to say
"ho" to the Amer-Indians who seek our medical services and the effect it
could have when suddenly the free services are no longer available with no
reasonable exnlanation being given., It is generally Inownththaitvre are PIIC
menbers, and so I'm afraid it will reflect badly on the government and us if
the services are elininated, Dr. Teid, would you please help us in this ratter?

CUSTONMS

We still have made no progress in customs. tle submitted a letter reaucst-
in~ various duty-free concessions which were allddmnied. The letter was issued
frow inister liope's office., The effect of the ansver to our letter is to
penalize socialists and give incentives to those who are capitalists. The
reculations are obviously archaic. The Deptity Comptroller, SEanley "hite,
stated £latly, "The law malies no concessions for co-operatives, I knov it
makes no sense but it's a holdover from British law,'

In Jonestown we distribute equally to éveryvone. Thus, personal itews are
never earmarked for a single individual., If it were otherwise and everv
individual had to clain their o:m goods, everything would be chaos when the
poods arrived as each person would have to come to town,toThit would mean
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brincing up to 1000 people into Georpetown to set their heloncine~s whick tould
be an insandeand iwmpractical situation that would halt production on the
project. :

Something needs to be done when the favor is beins given to people
who live non-communally, Ue've been qiven duty-free concessions in the past,
so we know it can he done, A govermment official told us that our troulle
began when Interpol (which we have proof is part of the conspiracy acainst
us) sent customs a letter statine we were smupzline banned items in our shin-
ments, Then one of the dock owners told us our crates trere broken into “v
six special police officers. The approval on our forms was rescinded befora
the officers vent through the crates, O©f course nothing ille~al was foun.'
(although ve did fear that something coudd have been planted on us). Fro-
that time on we have gotten no coBoperation fron customs— onlv a series af
endless frustrations and closed doors, The heart-breakins thin~ is that o
have had to actually purchase the same type of items that were in the cratec
because we could not set them released and they were urcentlv neede-,

The customs roadblacks are also costine us nany thousands of dollars in
increased fees for rental of space for our crates. Tae lonrer it takes to
net release of the crates apnroved, the higher the rental cost. This is
money that would otherwise be used in ways that could only benefit Guyana
tirough increaded developrent., Again, we are lookins to you for some wav
to resolve this prollew, which 1s having a crippline effect on our nonls
wviiich are your goals,

Verv resnectfully,

Cde. Sharon Anos

?.S%. The Tass correspondent and his wife said they loved Jonestown and vere
particularly amazed at the medical program., (e was verv thorouqh and
prohins, just like most press.) Only after it became evident that ther
vere very favorahbly impressed, did we tell them that we felt it was
critical that they support Frime Minister Burnhan and his party. e
said that although we have the highest regard for the Soviet Union,
we are disappointed at Jamands approach (e.r., the camnainm strate:w
of "vote your own"). We sald the best thin~ thev could do vas
support the leadership of the Prime Minister., That was all that ra:
discussed about the ‘novernment (except that we did eive the hinlest
oraise to your work and the work of “inister l'inpo).
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