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THE FOLLONTNG ARE THE MIVUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CONFERBYOSPLANIG - '@4"‘/

COMMITTEE FOR THE 25TH ANNUAL DELEGATES CONFPERENCE GTUC W a2
Monday August 1, 1978 7

Present were Cdes, Kenneth Denny, Vivienne Surrey, Gail Marshall, Venita
Europe, George Lovell, Kaster Alves, Albert Alstrom, Agnes
Bend, Urma Joseph.

The meeting commenced at 3.15 pem.

\

|

{ CDe. Denny informed ths members present that all the members of all the

| committess for Conference planning would be called to the next meeting.
He also asked that affiliates who were holding their Annual Delsgates'
Conference should arrange for Cde. Surrey to announce the TUC!'s Annual
Delegates Conference. °

Cde. Kester Alves stated that he would summon a meeting of the Brochure
Committee before the end of the weeks He asked that Cde. Surrey write
Firms asking them for advertisements for the Brochure.

é? 0D X Cde. Bend stated that a meeting of the Committee for Cultural Presentations
//9 » would meet on Friday nexte. Cde. Marshall was asked to fet in touch with
J G Cdee Culbard end inform him that this was the second meeting at which he
¢ had absented himself and ask him to be present at the next meeting.

Cde. Melville was asked to design the medal and Guymine should be asked
to strike the medals. Other corporations should be asked to bbar?! the
cost of the medals,

Cde. Jainandan Singh and Cdes Thom of the Ministry of National Development
would provide the chairs for the opening session which will be held at
Queen's College.

Cde. Albert Alstrom would work along with Cdes Singhand Thom to provide
the decorations for the opening session of Conference.
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Vivienne Surrey
Secretary.
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.ne MAY DA4&T

The Oricin

In December 1883 the Ancsrican Trade Tnmicn Congress nmeeting in
St. Louis deciCed to orgenise meos demonsiraticons o ist Hay the
foliowins yeer bu sIcaws o ewt in the orlisg day to 8 (eizht)

hours,

When the inzmuural Congress of the Second Socizasist Intornationale
met ir Poris of 14+th July 1889 (on $he centenary of +the fell of
+the Bzgbille) it ca.ried Fronch resolution that workers in &2l
couniries showld display their soliderity vgimaltaneously in alil
couniries on a given day",

Im 1891 the Brussels \Cvongress of the I;rtornz:‘tionabpledgalall
Parties 4o celebrate May Day on the first day of the month by
demonsirations and strikss, The dey of demonstration is to be

a day on which work ceases, in so far as this is not rendered ime-

possibie by conditions in various countries'.

Since then May Day in one form or another hag been taking place

throughout theorld, It is a time for labour demonstrationc, which,

at times have led to violence. In Noscow, the Soviet Union, the
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May Day * )
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first socialist state, usvally puts on a great military show of
proletarian power, However, in recenit years they have emphasised

sport,

It is also marked in the U.S.A: which has its Lebowr Day in
September, though Socialist groups in Hew York City and possibly
in other large centers have to some exitent followed the international

custonm,

May Day is an Internationcl holiday to commenorate the struggle
of srorkers and re-kindle their solidarity for the pursuit and

o

achiovenent of political, econonic and social improvem:ints,

In Guyana KE

In 1930 the Briwvish Guiara Iabour Union organised the first Labour
March in Guyanao which started a2t Bourda Greoon and eonded at Parade
ground (Indep.ndence Park), via Albouysiown znd Wingston. The
Union's mombers andé other workers merched witih Hurbert Hsthaniel
Critchlow and other labour lcaders: mon were dressed in rod shirts,
vhite trousers, and rod rosetics, and women wore red jackets,

vhite skirts and also carried red rosciies.

3) An important .. e«
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An importont fecture of these marches wos the emphasis on collecting
donations to subsidise Unien finance., "From Mzy 1974, the Trade
Union Youth Movcment to aid its Educztional Activities revived
these tollections in the form of a tag day",

A
At Parade ground, a@éresses were given by Cxritchlow, other
leading Trade Unionists, and representatives of the government,
while messaées were read from the Caribbean and Inbernational

affiliatze,

An inportant item on the Agende was the passing of rosolubtions
dezling vith genercl politicnal, cconomic ané social issues. TFor
excmple, resolutions centorcd on Aduli Sufirage, rvent-restriction,
uncmp}oyuent veliecf, tho abélition of night-work in certain cs-

tablishments, and a ¥

o
0
-
I

ndian cconomic and political unian,

The British Guincna Lebour Union retained cpntrol of HMay Day
celewrations vatil 1950 when thé Trode Union Council began vo
'organize vhe activities throughout the country. From that dzte
Quyana which hed becn colebrating May Day on differcnt daies in

the month of Moy, to coincide “rith given events, joined the rest

4) of thC o4 4o
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Moy By
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of the Yorld ceomuenorating Labouwr Doy on iy 1st, The Trade
Union Congross oointained” the prtiorn of nocking Moy Day with
marches ond denonstraticns, +the ususl Fireus:§ ond ncssages from

abroad ond the po3ing of rosclweiony,

In 1957, 2% the age of sevonty-three (73), Griitchlow gove his-
*final May Day-ﬁdaress. O Flbruery 12, 1958 o notion, initicted
by Mr Rume.t Telio Shon general scercotary of the Trade Union
Congress, woe prssed moking Moy lst o Public Holidey, and Empire
Doy, Yoraorly ccizbroied on Mny 24, wasg dropped,

Conclugion

Loday the rorking people of the world, espccinlly those in the
so-called Third Yorld, are still blatontly oxploited by imperial-

isn,

Ve in Guyanc have opted o institute o sociclist revolution for
the ereation of 2 bettor world, Roevolusions are by definition
disruptive to cxisting social formntions but the old exploitative
inperialist economic e?der operates to create grocter difficulties

in Guyenesce socinl life,

Ve the vorking bocople of Guyana must use this internationnl day
5) of working ..
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of working class solidarity to denorstrate our abhorreonce to an

intornation>l systenm which kusps millions in privation with, just

CAV3ZC,
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Sharon Amos

UNION CONFERENCE - CDE DENFY TUC UNINN 8/8/78 (Sharon'® ¢ tony)

-Cde Denny asked if we would go with him to this meeting that was held
at Critchlow Labor College - to plan a conference, labor union conf. and
he wanted our entertainment to participate in the conference at a
performance at the Cultural Center

—there wi-1 be 200 delegates including 2 from the USSR, delegates from
Cuba and the US

~they will §ell tickets to the cultural center and hope to fill it up

—a Cde Farrser is helping in the cultural planning and he said that he
understood that we could help in transportation and in the cultural
presentation/ he said he's seen our "nice truck" - I asked what he
means by help in tramsportation as we certainly couldn't drive all the
people tothe cultural presentation (all 3000)/ but they clarified it
and sald it would be to pick up the entertainers

~they asked me to speak about what we could do. I told them I'd need
more details about what they wanted but told them our group has performed
twice &t the cultrual center, performed at the Pegasus and other night
spots, but that it involves bringing our entertainers in by boat from
the interior so we'd need to know what they need, I told them we have
dancers, singers, groups, and a band that is learning caribbean music

~when I mentioned that our band etc had berformed at night spots they
picked right up =on this and said maybe our band could perform at a
barbecue they are giving. It might be held at the "residence' if they
gt it as they have asked to use the "residence" and are waiting for an
answer

~I personally think they want us for both events because they feel w they
won't have to pay us. They discussed finances and how they are limited
in finances and Farraer was talking about allocating certain money
for entertainers and they said they will have to pay about $3000 for
the cultural center and may have to pay for gas¥X to transport people
etc, .

~the cultural presentation show will be about 1 1/2 hours and they will
have other artists besides ux ourself

-the conference will be from 26/9 - 1/10 and they aren't sure which day
the cultural program will be, a woman Cde. Bend will be contacting me
about the details and they want fmmy us to come to the meeting next
week also to discuss it

-the Secretary Cde. Surrey is very nice/ she's with the Guyana Trades
Union and Congress #nd is kind of a motherly woman/ said she'd like
to bring a gex group of Union women to visit Jonestown and I said
fine we'd love tohave you, Also Cde. Bend is interested in coming

—Cde. Albert Alstrom who was in the meeting is a reporter with the
Guyana Chronicle so I asked if he'd be interested in coming to JT
in a charter - he seemed friendly. Said he'd let me know. I found
out from Cde. Denny that he is in the CCWU which is the Union which
had a 24 hour strike around May. I askedif they were still anti-
govt. He said not exactly tho' they kind of remain independent as
they feel they can beteer help workers if they are independent of the
govt. and help workers in their gixhx rights. He wasn't exactly
critical of them., But he said m Alstrom is mainly a religionist/ he's
a 7th Day ADventist. Alstrom told me that he is a trade Unionist / he
said he has talkeds to Mike Prokes in the Past.

-also at the meeting was Ken Short who was the former mayor of Georgetwwn
and is often at planning meetings related to governmental events - he
used to be at the May Day Planning meeting at National Devt, He was
friendly.

—I felt the whole group was very friendly and glad to have Tony and
nmyself there. They seemed impressed when I talked about our enter-—
tainment. Cde. Denny picked us up and drove us home and said he'd
come for us next week. He works at National Devt. in terms of (OVER)
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educational officer for the Union as well as Organizing Secreatary
o6 the TUC. .

UNION MEETING - Tony's notes

~we went to the TUC meeting with Cde. Denny/ the committee wants us to
bring our entertainment to the cultural center at an undetermined date
in September -
~they also want us to provide free tramsportation to people who will
be in the show

~Cde Bend and Ferraer will contact Sharon (they took our phone number)
as soon as the details of what they want is more decided

—we are to attend another meeting on Monday 14 August/ Cde Denny will

pick us up at 2:30 PM
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