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How temple planned

to shift funds to Soviets

By Peter H.
Ennlin m‘#m

MATTHEWS RIDGE, Guyana
— Letters written by a 70-year-old
black woman from Mississippi have
disclosed how Peoples Temple ar-
ranged .to turn over nearly $7
million to the Soviet Union.

The letters were introduced at
an inquest here to determine the
cause of the deaths of 913 temple
members in a mass murder-suicide
ritual Nov. 18.

The woman was Annie McGo-
wan, described by surviving temple
‘members as “just an old lady” and
by police, on the basis of interviews
wi temple survivors, as “semili-
terate.”

McGowan, who according to
her passport had been a resident of
St. Louis, apparently was not one of
the ranking temple aides.

Her passport showed, however,
that she had traveled to Venezuela
and Panama, where, according to
letters presented at the inquest, the
temple had millions in Swiss bank
accounts.

One McGowan-signed letter
was addressed to “Dear Comrade
Timofeyev (the Soviet consul in
Georgetown)” and had insructions
for “all our assets which we want to
leave” to the Soviet Communist
Party.

“lI am doing this on behalf of
the Peoples Temple because we, as
communists, want our money to be
of benefit for help to oppressed
peoples all over the world or in any
way that your decision-making
body sees fit,"” the letter said.

“The embassy does not intend
‘to make any comment on the
Jonestown tragedy or on any as-
pects of it since we consider it to be
a matter exclusively for the United
States of America, whose citizens
were involved, and of Guyana, on
whose territory it took place, We'

inveau?e byutbm;Ameﬂca:
I:i:lngﬂynmeautllormesandtlms
.whyweminkanmqmﬂesshomd
be directed to them.”

Shown a photocopy of the
McGowan letter addresseu to Am-

bassador fevev, attache
refund to look at it or read ]
“We are not intenstetl We are
not 'nvol wbody can address
a letter to he wants...d
wouldn’t acquaint myself with any
documents or papers deemed to be
documents of the Peopbs Temple.”

He said he had heard reports
that money would be given the
Soviet government, but firmly add-
ed:

%

“I think you can draw a conclu-
sion from what I tell you. Since we
have nothing to do with that, you
can conclude it's fiction, some-
body's auempt to get the embassy
involved.”

In addition to three letters that
bhore the large, scrawled signature
of McGowan, there was a letter
signed by Maria Katsaris, one of the
top aides to temple leader Jim
Jones, dated Nov. 18

The letters, along with pass-
ports of Katsaris and McGowan,
were found in a suitcase taken out
of Jonestown by Tim and Michael
Carter and Michael Prokes, three
temple aides who have been de-
tained In Guyana pending their

inquest testimony.

According to the letters, the
money was in Swiss bank branches
in Panama and Venezuela.

Assistant Police Commissioner
Cecil Roberts noted in testimony at
the inquest that on two of the
typewritten letters signed by McGo-

wan - the ' signature was at the |

Jbottom left of the page, and not in a
place where a person would put a
signature.

He said it appeared that McGo-
wan had signed blank pieces of
paper. All the letters she signed, he
sald, were at the very bottom, even
though some were very short.

Roberts said very little was
known about Annie McGowan and
all he knew “was that she was a
person at the temple for a long time
and would do whatever Jim Jones
wanted her to.”

He said he has reason to

" believe that the letters were writ-

ten possibly hefore Nov. 18 “to have
in case of an emergency. 3

The missives probably never
reached their intended recipients,
Roberts believes.

“I believe the letters are origi-
nals and I doubt that the instruc-
tions reached the banks. | expect
the money is still there.”

The passport stamps showed
that Katsaris had been to Venezuela
Nov. 1, 10 Panama the following
day, and out of Panama on Nov. 5.
McGowan also had been to Venezu-

ela Nov. 1. then had gone to
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