.

80 peop know more about
OFLL visited two times (around the 20th or so of larch, 1978)

[
: ubs, and parti, late in the Youth Activities
(theyagssgzge ought igr' caﬁture at service c‘l;sg , ) .
-it was a hectic night that night x in fact both nights they dropped by it was
hectic/ the first night Vincent Hines was visiting and one group were talking
to him so we had to take them in the other part of the room
~the second night, Jonestown was =mon alert, we were supposed to make contact with
Walter Rodney plus some of go to a lecture about USSR and someone was. supposed to
come for dinner Fitz the PN's guard and he was here at the same time"__

~they gsked a lot of questions and so the young people on both nights -and others

who were talking to them called for me because they didn't know how to deal with
them. ; I made a joke m£ out of some of the things they said (like JJ has told us

to do) and that strategy of J's seemed to work the best as they stopped the probing
-another thing I did was to ask them questions, another thing JJ has advisdd and it

was really funny, they got into a big arguement about what socialism was and what

they thought about it and we all calmly watched them without getting involved and
when they left they apologized for being so talkative and not letting us talk, and

we gracitously thanked them for being so willing to speak up and said we enjoyed

what they had to say
~the thigk I made a joke of was they asked if we would marry people outside our group,
and I said of course we would, "Who wants to marry us, we'll start interviewing them,"
He kept asking about this making various situations up, such as if someone wanted to
marry one of us and yet didn't want to 1ive with us, could one of us marry them and
still live with us and go visit the one they married. I laughed a lot and said "it
sure sounds complicated, and the situation hasn't arisen but I'm sure we could work
something out." I said 'who are all these people who want to marry us, I didn't

know we were so sourght after."” It Emm got so rediculous that ke they startedxtauxickin
laughing too. When they said the situation about one living in and one living out, I
said, "you are sure making it complicated.” Then he said he'd like us to give a tall
at his work to ikt the people he works with (he works in a Liguor company doing a
newspaper for them as well as being a writer that submits to newspapers). I said we
#would be glad to. He said, "now of course I don't want you getting anym of the people
I work with to come and stay in Jomestown. I seized on this "Oh, I thought you wanted
to have people outside marry us and here you are the one that is holding out on us, and
we are all ready to marry you people.” We all started to laugh and he started to hem
and haw and say, ‘well it isn't that, we just need the people to be in the company"
~the said the problem of marrige had come up with the National Service or some group
where they had to live together in barracks and they didn't quite know at first how to
work 1t out, if the peoitle wanted to XXX mArry

~he said we were controvercial and he mx (they) wondered why we there were 50 many rumors
they had heard about us., I told him that every avant garde movement had controversy and
explained that x even the memtal health moveament in the US (which is now very widely
accepted) was considered very radical when they tried to stop having people imprisoned
for mental illness). I mentioned that this had happened thru history, those that made
changes or stood for principle, whether widely known or not, were not aEf accepted at
first, even tho in the end they might be the zorigniators of widely accepted ideas or
practice. I said however that we had support fromxmmxtogexm all the progressives in the US,

we were very grateful £ to everyone who had helped us here, That people were generally
very kind and friendly to us and that even when people at first had questions, like a
coupld of ministers, when they visited our project and saw for themselves what we were
doing, they always were very supportive and even called us a model community., We said

we certainly aren't trying to be a mystery (as he said some thought of us taht way), and
that's why we had open houses, why we invited people to our project, to look at every inch
of it etec.). He said that they had come to the open house expecting us to be mysterious and
wid wierd and instead found a sense of brotherhood and warmth, Guyanese and us mixing very
warmly, I said (again joking a little) that We sure were sorry to disappoint them about
the mystery but as wm he couldx see we are a very open and direct people, and just ikt like
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“Fer ] was on hungered
and e gt e meal:
1 #ug thirsly
and ye gave me diink;
1 wag o stianger
andye fack e in;
Niked and ye clothed me;
I wacsick and'ye visiled me;
I wogin pricen.
and yc came unle me,

“TThen shall the nghteous
Answier him. saymg,

When san we thee an hungered
A fed thee?
Or thirsty.
And gave thie &ink?
Wien san' we thee g shonger
And teck thee in?
O noked. and clothed thee
O when san we thee sick?
O inpricon.

Andcame unlo thee?
“ily J say unfo you.
Iramich “3;_ fm“mw if

hlo onc of the least of these...
e haw done il unle me”

Matthew 25:35°40
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DEAR FRIENDS:

The enclosed letter is sent to you from the stateside
office of Peoples Temple Disciples of Christ and Bishop
Jim Jones. Our church is, as you may already know, currently
building a highly successful agricultural cooperative in
Guyana's Northwest Region.

We have enclosed, for your information, an article written
by our attorney, Charles Garry, about his first-hand
impressions of the agricultral mission from his, recent
visit there. Mr. Garry is considered to be the greatest
U.S. civil rights attorney and has helped a great number

of especially black and minority defendants and political
prisoners throughout his brilliant career. He was

extremely impressed with everything he saw: with the country
of Guyana, the many government leaders he met, and with the
amazing progress of the Peoples Temple agricultural project’
under the direction of Bishop Jones.

Enclosed, also, is a statement by a highly trained social
worker who has chosen to move to Guyana from the United
States, Ms. Sharon Amos. Ms. Amos has three children

in the Jonestown project and now. resides there herself.
As her report will show, she raves about the fullness and
security of the cooperative lifestyle there.

Thirdly, and probably most important, we wanted to share
with you a copy of the letter which the Lieutenant Governor
of the State of California, Mr. Mervyn Dymally, sent to
Prime Minister Forbes Burnham. The letter will speak for
itself. It deals with the terrible realities of a con-
spiracy, a politically motivated attempt on the part of
reactionary forces within the U.S. to render ineffective
the progressive, socialist teachings and example of the
Bishop Jim Jones. We are not the only ones to have suffered
this kind of persecution. Martin Luther King, Malcolm X,
John and Robert Kennedy, Black Panther Party leader Huey
Newton, American Indian Movement leader Dennis Banks --
even as far back as Sacco and Vanzetti and the Rosenbergs--

. people who have espoused progressive and collectivist views

in this country have been subject to the extremes.of
harassment and in some cases even death.
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we were talking to them tonight in a relazed manner, we try to be very communicable
with people, and it's usually people that start rumors that really don't want to
communicate and striighten things out, because every time there have been people
that have misunderstandings about us we have tried to commnunicate on a one~-to-one
basis so they can ask questions and work it out. We said we have gone_ to every means
to work it out, with our radio show answering questions people have agked us, the
cultural show presenting our cooperative spirit etc. i

-he said that we should have a meeting with the community, he called it a “symposium"
and hdve Guyanese people ask us questions from the floor and answer them, I told him
that we had been #xkx advised that this wouldn't be a good idea, ExHER because the

onesgk that spread the rumours aren't interested in objective ansvers (we have been
told)and thus would just come to harass us and try to start fights which we dont
want.¥ We said it would be didfferent if it was people that are objective and really

want answers. I said that those who don't like us, @mixthbykxtehkthmhry we have
been told are against an interracial group that is so successful where there is no
racism, sexism, ageism and that zkind of people you can't thlk to.

-uz I said that we find you can really talk in more depth on a one-to-one basis and

you have more time to explain things in depth that way and to have a real diagologe

-he said (they said) they understood but they did bring up the same subject the

next night they came by and I answered the same way. Then again stopped the questions

and said they understood.

(I should have given this info first but I will now. The three that came were 17 year old
Rawle who works for the National NEwspapers, the Citizen and the Chronicle, I
asked him to bring samples of his articles which he did the second night., There was some
sports coverage and a very nice article about a woman who is very active - I think

if I recall she is teaching at the university and she is for women's liberation and he
covered it, I told him, sypathetically in terms of indicating her goals for women and

for herself. BHe also covered a speech of a politician, which he said he doesn't 1like to

do as it gives mm little room for creativity). . ’

~I should x xerox samples -of his work and send it to you, will try to do this, I should
have thought of it thise evening.

-Pawle isn't that unsympathetic when talking to you. He doesn't probex as much as the other
guy Wesley Kirton and he doesn’ t seemquite—as—sharp

Wesley Rirton 20 years oldworks for the Guyana Liguor Corporation GLC/ it does processing
and canning as well. He is the PRO (Public Relations Officer) He also freelances and
submits to UPI (which his father works for) and Guyana newspapers. Both he and Rawle
said they would for sure let us read first any article they would wex write, altho
Ravle said that journalists don't like to do this generally as it could hamper your
style but considering the situation we have been thru they would do so

~Laurke Iirton 22 years also came, he's not in the press but is a graduate student of
econom s, WOorks for the Small Industries Corp which helps small businesses (govt propect)
he was friendly and nice but had some trouble with hisx gso-called brother Wesley who
had a fierce thing going with Laurie (who is a man). Wesley confronted Laurie every

time Laurie talked and made him (or tried to) make him look like a fool., Xhex When ~
I asked x wakk what they ghought of socialism (to feel them out), they had a g;uhu_gé’ ’

arguement and Uemmaﬁsmmmﬁmmmm +
SoNTalist countries do (they didn't mention, mor did we, tHar Capitalist countries have N\

gHlEx BX huge strings attacked to their help etc.), I asked Wesley what he thought 1

of the Guyanese system and he said that there is a sidifference between a socialist

stxx system and an underdeveloped country (which he is saying without going into ;‘S

detall ) has difficulty being socialist because they dodn't have many resourmces
in which to provide for the needs of the people xetc. )

—~Wesley said he' N
e frez e’d get us on night ride (to advertize our cultural program) =it would Q

~also he would get us on Radio Demarara with Pat Cam
K 1o De eron who is a ve ood friend of
his/ he calls her Aunt Pat and he wants to invite us over to talk torzoﬁe friends
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“Frer [ ws an hungered
ond ye ot me mcal:
I wac thirsly
and ye gt me hink;
I g o stionger
oy lockmein; -
N}'i.'?, and ye clethed me;
I s sick and ye sisiled me;
I wagin pricen,
and ye came unle me,
“Chen shall the nghleous
Ansner him. saying,

When son' ne t‘fg,ﬂ’ an hungered

And [ed thee?
O thirsty.
And gatv thee 2ink?
When san' e thee a shanger
And tock thee in? .
O naked, and clothed thee
Ox when son' ve thee sick?
in mison,
Andcame unte thee?
“rily ] say unfo u.

Tnasmich oy ha douc it
Unto one of the [rast of these...
e ha donc o unle me™

Matthew 25:35°40
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OF THE

Jim Jones, -
iPastor

£

RETE RAN

DEAR FRIENDS:

_ Dhe enclosed letter is sent to you from the stateside
office of Peoples Temple Disciples of Christ and Bishop

- Jim Jones. Our church is, as you may already’know,'currently

building a highly successful agricultural cooperative in
Guyana's Northwest Region.

We have encloéed, for your information, an article written
by our attorney, Charles Garry, about his first-hand

- impressions of the ‘agricultral mission from his recent
‘Visit there. . Mr. Garry is considered to be the greatest

U.S. civil rights attorney and has helped a-great number

of especially black and minority defendants and political
prisoners throughout his brilliant career. He was

extremely impressed with everything he saw: with the country
of Guyana, the many government leaders he met, and with the
amazing progress of the Peoples Temple agricultural project
under the.direction of Bishop Jones. . .

.

-*BEnclosed, also, is a statement by a highly trained @ cial

worker who has chosen to move :to Guyana from the United
States; Ms. Sharon Amos. Ms. Amos has three children -
in the Jonestown project and now resides there herself.
As her report will show, she raves about the fullness and

) security of the cooperative lifestyle there. . '

Thirdly, and probabl& most important,“we wanted to share

with you a copy of the letter which the Lieutenant Governor
of the State of California, Mr. Mexrvyn pymally, sent to
Prime Minister Forbes Burnham. . The letter will speak for
jtself. It deals with the terrible realities of a con-
spiracy, a politically motivated attempt on the part of
reactionary forces within the U.S. to render ineffective

the progressive, socialist teachings and example of the
Bishop Jim Jones. We are not the only ones to have suffered
this kind .of persecution. Martin Luther Kinyg, Malcolnm X,
John and Robert Kennedy, Black Panther Party leader Huay

* Newton, American’ Indian Movement leader Dennis Banks --
- even as far back as Sacco and Vanzetti and the Rosenbergs--

people who have espoused progressive and collectivist views
in this country have been subject to the extremes of
harassment and in some cases even death.
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and she'd be there. He invite some of us there

~he Wesley said after the first time he visited , his other brother, not the one
that was with him had an arguement with him and said "would you chuck. your job gto go
and stay at PT Jonestown?" Wesley said he said “If I xwent up to Jonestown and liked
what I saw" - his brother said he was crazy for wanting or thinking of: chucking his
job for anything -
~Wesley was very nasty to his other, 1? so-called brother that came with him/ he'd
interxupt him and ask him probing questions when the guy expressed an opinion/ later
he said that they weren't even real brothers and said something about that in a dis-
paraging way
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