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I called the Senior Houston household and talked to Bob senior on the phone.
He is a bit hard to understand since his throat surgery for Cancer, but we
were able to talk OK. Overall, he was friendly, but obviously worried about
his own health., He said that everything was up in the air with regards .to
his health prognosis: there is something not quite right with his surgery--he
may still have cancer. Only this last statement was implied--all else said.

I told him that I had talked to Pat and Judy on the radio and that they had said
that they would to see their grandparents. I said that I was extending the in-
vitation and that I was planning my vacation for seme time the next two months
and that I would like to go with them to Guyana, Hesaid that he would like to
go, but then he brought up the discussion of his health.

He was very glad to hear thet the children were happy, healthy and doing well
in school. He also said that he thought that his doctor might say that it was

OK for him to go because the doctor had told him to go on a vacation, but that
he had not gone anywhere--just to the ball games. He said that he was worried
about himself and that he was trying to work as much as he could. He said

to tell the children that he was back to work and to not tell them about him being
sick.

He said that he might not even have to go back into the hospital--just stay out
as long as possible--though he used the words more to the effect that the
situation might be that he would stay out as long as he could and not go back
into the hospital until he absolutly had to, which I think implies that he thinks

" that he is sicker than he has been told.

I asked if I could call him back the first part of next week to talk about this
further and he said that I could call anytime. He seemed glad that I called.
I think that I will call him back next Monday and ask-if he would like for us
to arrange for a phone patch with Pat and Judy when possible--he may not
want to because of the way his voice has changed--the kids need to be told

to expect this if the patch is done. " At that time I can ask-if he has given any
more thought to going to Jonestown,

Phyllis 11/06
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Jean:
I called the VA again today and told them about Mom Bates's question.

Their answer was that even if she were in the US she would have to make
application to a VA hospital or some other such facility for care and that

her application would be considered on a first come first serve basis because
her disability was not service caused. The person I talked to said that
there might be care available, but at any case, application would again have
to be made, priority would always be given to those vets who had service
connected problems and that such application would have to be made through
the US embassy or counselor office in the country where she was located.

I asked if he had some kind of breakdown of the kind of care that might be
available, and hHe said that he did not even though he spent some time looking.

Apparently the only way to go with regards to getting any kind of VA benefit
beyond the pension is through the US embassy, and then if there is some kind
of care available or whatever, they would have to make the determination--
Or at least be the ones who provide you with the appropriate information.

As the VA seems to have no info on extended services beyond the US, perhaps
someone should call the US dept of State about this.

Phyllis 10/24
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