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AMONG the

leader Jim Jones an-
swered questions about

-his past, his philosophy

and his plans for the
future. Only ten pages
were found, but they
present an interesting
insight into the per-
sonality of the enigmatic
figure.

The Q and A

terviewer since the first
part of the document is
missing.

Jones said that he
came to Guyana ‘‘with
no feeling of the future,
but because it was the
right thing to do.... If I
didn't come here, our

was apparently con-
ducted sometime in
1974, but it is impassible
to identify the in-

mo was hed,
we would be destroyed
in the US™”
However, he
frustral

expressed

‘‘being a

forcigner in a country that
can’t be openly Marxist-
Leninist™ and indicated that
he had approached the Soviet
Union about taking in his
group.

But charging that
‘*character, spine"’ is goue in
the Soviet Union, the self-
styled Bishop declared

g

Documents  found at
Jonestown, however, reveal
that officrals of the sect had
recently  been  making
representations through (hé
Russian embassy in
Georgetown about moving
their settlement there

Describing himself as a
“‘communist”® Rev. Jones

lai he “‘wan-

himself when
1 hear people telling me they

wouldn’t consider under any -

circumstances taking six
hundred, or eight hundred
measly people who want to
escape 5

d how
dered” into the Church.

The interview, rambling at
times, begins in the midst of
alengthy reply.

Where in the hell that was.
But when Mao turned

® | ] |
documents discovered at
Jonestown was one in
which People’s Temple

against the Soviets, 1 had
troubles with that Even
though 1 idohzed him for
what he did in the Long
Maich, 1 thought that was
tremendous; but 1 had real
trouble. Because Mao at first
was a lover of the Sovicts, he
loved Stalin and I loved
Stalin. | never would accept
that Stalin was all that bad as
he was portrayed. Well
actually that's when | leaned
more heavily and followed
the Macist line for some
ume. Because when they did

WHEN | was igned

the

to accompany US
Congressman Leo Ryan
and his party of
“‘Concerned Relatives””
and curious journalists
to Jonestown 1 looked
upon the 126-mile trip to
Port Kaituma as a
pleasant interlude from
the -burly of the
e  out 10
be the most deathly and
nightmarish experience
in my life.... the scenario
played out on a remote
blood-spattered airstrip
amidst whistling bullets,
shrieking voices and
falling bodies as twilight
engulfed the
surrounding jungle.

The party had left Timehri
carly on the afternoon of
Friday, November 14, aboard
a chartered Guyana Airways
Twin Otter for the one-hour

the majority of whase ap-
proximately 1,000 residents
had come from the California
constituéncy which he had
represented in Congress for
the last six years.

Of course, Temple officials
had originally raised all
manncr of objections to Ryan
and the others going in, but
on that Friday moming after

sect lawyers -
e en rudicah
Lane and Charles Garry — the

Congressman announced
that the greenlight had been
given and that a

journey to Jonestown. Some
of those on board would not
return ... alive.

About an hour later we
were over Port Kaituma
Eager anticipation, cxcited,
chattering. But their spirits
dipped as the pilot a
nounced he been in-
formed that the airstrip was
bad and therefore he would

b c to land.

appointment
clearly evident on their faces
and in their voices, requested

the pilot to fly over
it

tative few would be travelling
later in the day.

The concerned relatives
had spoken of large quan-
tities of arms and am-
munition. Ryan was aware of
this as well as the oft-
repeated assertions of Temple
spokesmen that should his
visit bring the organisation
into disrepute (as Jones and
his licutenants feared it
would) members had taken a
decision to die

1np to the 3,000-
acre scttlement established

rather than be harassed from

on the Guyana- 1
border by the semi-religious
American sect, Pcople’s
Temple, and named after its
charis matic and controversial
leader, Rev. Jim Jones

Congressman  Ryan had
come to Guyana to in-
vestigate reports of

maltreatment and coercion at

But at no stage did Ryan or
any of those selected go in
fear for their lives. There was
more of an dir of expectancy
as relatives were anxious 10
sce or receive word about
their loved ones

So at around 2.15 p.m. the
Twin Otter began its ill-fated

appears. A tiny speck of
on in the deansc

civili
fores Necks  crane.
Cameras  click. And

perhaps sensing the mood,
the pilot decided to take
another look at the airstrip
and after zooming in low
decided toland and does.

Discmbarking, the
passengers were lold by
police corporal Rudder that
he was instructed by his
superior not to allow anyone
10 go into Jonestown unless
they had permission to do so
from Rev. Jim Jones, head of
the People's Temple. Failing
this they would have to get
back on the plane and return
tothe city.

Mcanwhile lawyers of the
People’s Temple, Mark
laync and Charles Garry,
who came on the same plane

the C that Rev.

were  holding
with a small group from the
commune. The lawyers later
informed the Congressman
that they were going into
Jomestown to discuss the
matter with Jones.

However, five minutes
later the dump truck reap-
peared and we were in-
formed that only
Congressman - Ryan, his
aides, Deputy US Emi
Chicf of Mission Richard
Dwyer and myself (after |
had indicated that I was from
the Ministry of Information)
would be permitted to enter
Jonestown.

They then informed fhe
journalists and the ‘con-
cerned relatives’ that they
would have to remain at the
airstrip until permission was
granted for them to proceed
to Joncstown.

After a five-minute. drive
we reached the entrance of
Jonestown. Al the gate there
was a big sign “Pcople’s
Temple Agricultural  Set-
tlement.”” The chain across
the entrance was removed as
the unarmed guards
received a signal from
a female member of the
cult on board the dump truck
in which we we're travelling.

On arrival at Jonestown
itsclf we were met by the
wife of Rev. Jones along with
other members of the

i She infc d

Jones who was not in the best
of health, would be with us in
ashort while.

We were then escorted to
the main auditorium afier
which the party was taken on
a short conducted tour of the
settlement by Mrs. Jones.

On our return to the
auditorium Rev. Jones was
there to greet us. After a
brief introduction we all sat
around a large table with

Jones and the Congressman

sitting at the head.

Congressman Ryan wasted
no time in informing Jones
that journalists and ‘com-
cerned relatives’ were at the
awstrip awaiting his per-
mission to enter Jonestown.

Jones said that he was
perturbed over the fact that
the Congressman did not
bring along with him jour-
nalists from Third World
countrics.

He said he was not keen on
permitting  journalists from
the US to enter Jonestown
because they had been
writing “‘a lot of lics about the
place” and he was *‘fed up'
with what they wrote.

Ryan then told Jones that
‘“this place is much too
important much too alive to
be jeopardised by mis-
information."*. He then
pleaded with Jones to allow
the journalists in. His plea
was rei by Garry, one

of Jones’ lawyers, who was of
the opinion that the publicity
would do the Tempile maore
good than harm.

Jones succumbed to the
pleas and gave permission
not only for the journalists to
come into Jonestown but also
the concerned selatives.

Ryan thea began
discussions with Joncs on the
reasons for his visit to

stown.

closed shop where no onc can
leave.*”

Jones coumtered by
alicging that a lot of lics were
being peddied about the
place and bhe mvited the
Congressman ‘“to scc what
-you want to see. Talk to
whom you want totalk. .. lam
sick and tired of all the lies.
We have come hese tobuild a
peaceful commumity becamse
¥il is more comformble than in
San Francisco.™

He added: “"Gayana isipoe
-of the friendlicst mon-aligned
countriecs. The Guyana
people are not ast-American
and we hawe scen no
evidence that Gayama is a
threat tothe US.™

Ryan who sad he was
impressed by the sgricultural
activities while coming in

TURN TO PAGE 14

BISHOP Jim Jones was
a pralific letter-writer (o
the very end. He wrote
jengthy letters to
Ministers of the
Goveroment and
prominent citizens
dealing with a variefy of
subjects. At first his
letters appeared to be
extensive progress
reporis about
Janestows, but as time
weanl on and particalarly
after the lawsuits

promine

in the news, the letters
became more frantic.

Here are some of the views
expreised by Jim Jones
himself in various Jetters to
Ministers:-

On the Sioen Case In which

John -- paternity in
dispute.

be was sccased of having
abducted the child of Mr. and
Mrs Stoen snd brought him
toJonestown:

“Some years ago one of the

District Attorneys of
California who was a member
of our church and who is now
himself viciously under
attack, asked me to respond
to his wife’s many sexual
overtures to me, because he
feared that she was capable
of the most insidious treason
to both the organisation and
the socialist cause, if she met
with further rebufl. I cannot
describe how much | was
repulsed by the ides, but

MY SON—

after consuitation with my
wife of nearly 30 years, and
the church’s central com-
mittee (a large body which is
the fival authority of our
churches) it was collectively
agreed that because of this
woman's powerful, reac-
tionary family connections,
this project be undertaken.
She herselfl appeared to
idolize me, but the fickleness
of self-centred love is such
that apy rebuff from me was

GRACE STOEN
John's Mother.

Out of this wmdoly umon
came a beautifid son. The
conception was totally
unexpected, as § had used
preventatives, and so,
supposcdly had sbe. She had
resisted all -saggestions of
abortion, and west so far as
to threaten smbversion
against socialisz anless she
were allowed o keep the
child. It was a aightmare.
The boy is undaubtedly my
child; the rescmbdlance is
absolutely comvimcing. That
is why she gawe me no dif-
ficulty when | requested that
he go to Guyana. She signed
legal authorsation for him to
come to this country. Her
husband also signed such

horisatian. In addition, he

met with utter hostility - not
‘simply to myself, that would
have been of no consequence
— but to the collective as
well,

stated under penalty of
perjury, that he had asked
me 1o sire a child for him to
rear, thinking that if the

TURN TO PAGE 14
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IT 5till hurts Tim Carter
very much to recall the
final moments he spent
with his young wife end.
baby son two weeks ago.

His voice would falter,
be would pause and be
visibly lghlhg to hold
back tears.

““When | saw my wife, she
was kneeling on the ground
and she was holding our son

down

“1 don’t know, I cant
imagine, what was going
through her head. | came up
lober.ldlmhddﬂu-ud
said, “‘my son is dead”",

““Ileaned over and hugged
ber and said to her 1 love you

— %0 much 1 love you. 1 love

~—

e
A

you. | love you. 1 love you™,
be said.

Scconds later, Gloria Carter
wenmt into comvulsions- and
toppled over to lic next tothe
body of their 18-manth-old
child.

They were twomore victims
of the madness that was
Jonestown on the might of
November 18, last, when 909
members of the People’s
Temple Christian  Church
perished in 2 mass suicide
pact, shortly after American
Coagressman Leo Ryan,
three  American newsmen
and a woman Temple
follower were shot dead at
the Port Kaituma airstrip =
short distance away.

JUNGLE JAUNT

Mr. Ryan led a fact-finding
mission to probe charges
against the commune led by
Jim Jones, who died with his
followers.

Tim Carter 30, was at the
Jomestown scttlement, 120
miles from here, when the
~nzacabre  death plan was
executed, as was his brother
Mike 20, and another
Temple survivor, Mike

Prokes 31

The bespectacled Mike
Carter lost his wife Jocelyn
20, and their 15-month-old
daughter, and the Carters
lost their sister Terry

Prokes lost his adopted son
Randy, aged 3.

The threc men were
destined to be linked in the
final moments of the tragedy,
baving been asked, ac-
cording to umn 10 take the

Ghne Chiel Skip’ Roberts interviewing Tim Carter Icfl and his brother Mike at Jmswwl. 'Ihe Carters

iven a substantial sum of money by Jones’ Mistress and told totake it to the .
that she meant the Ry in G

volved. People were standing
there in  shock hardly
belicving. There was a very
heavy c¢motional carrent
ropning through Jonestown
that afternoon’, he said.
Secondly, an unusually
heavy storm gathered over
the area, kicking up dust
everywhere, even inside the
pavilion, our main meeting
place  (around which the
bodies of the suicide victims
were later found).
“*The storm contributed toa
kind of weird vibrations'’,

Tim Carter said.
Thirdly, an attempt was
made on the life of

Congressman Ryan who was
planning to spend a sccond
night in the cannlme The

“Role ‘as money-runners

Prokes set out originally 1o
do an expose on the Temple
during his work as a reporter

with Columbia B:
System (CBS) station in
California, and ended up
quitting his job to join the
sect because he had found
“‘something good".

He moved to Gayana and
became Press Secretary and
Supplies Officer.

Clean shaven, apparently
refreshed, and relaxing in
their hotel room when not
besieged by newsmen and
television cameras, the
Carter brothers and Prokes
continue to ponder over the
organisation of which they
were members.

“1 don't know how history

would judge  Jim Jones.
What happened was
grotesque, totally wun-

necessary and a waste”’, Tim
Carter said.

*‘But the story of People’s
Temple is such a complex
one, so many different
variables involved, leading to
this final act of insanity’’, he
added

Prokes felt that the Temple
genuinely tried to create an
cgalitarian community, but
that Jim Jones was pushed
by a “conspiracy’" to destroy
him and his organisation

Communication with the
outside was not good, and
the life-line with the world
was the radio set into which
sometimes people had to
shout above heavy static, he
said.

It was this “isolation of
’* that was one of

half
million dnlhn (US) with
““4wo to three™ notes to the
Soviet Embassy in
Georgetown

They made their way to Port
Kaituma, thropgh the jungle
trail, as hundreds were dying
back in the settlement carved
out of the forest in four years
of hard toil

There they were met by a
policcman and taken Into
custody, and the following
day they were helping the
authorities  identify  the
bodics of 900 of their co-
religiomists.

The threc men are now
lodged together in 2 hotel
room in Gceorgetown
assisting, with other sur-
vivors, in the onravelling of
the cnigma that was
Jomesiown.

It afl began for Tim Carter
Japuary 1973, when he quit
the life of & "“Hippie" 10 join
the Tempile in San Francisco.

1 was looking for
something that was socially
progiessive, something
constructive, and People’s
Temple scemed to be the
answer”, be ssid. He came
to Guyanz snd was Customs
and Comwmupity Relations
Officer

His brother, Mike, was in
the simte of ldaho with his
father, snd going to schoel,
while his wife and child were
already members of the
Temple. MHe cventually
convinced his dad to let him

join and later moved (o

Guyana.
He was rudio operator and

clectromics expent i the '

the main weaknesses of Jim
Jones jungle utopia, said
Mike Carter

““Jones 50 isolated himself
that be lost his perspective”’,
added Tim Carter.

But there was a time when
the commune was a thriving
bustling settiement of active
people, none of whom ex-

pected to die, the three men
said

saved them

““There is 60,000 board feet
of lumber now lying on the
Port Kaituma dock. You
don’t order 60,000 feet of
lumber if you are going to
die”’, Tim Carter said.

The commune had 50
cottages, cach housing seven
couples, and the plan was to
build enough cottages so that
there could be two couples 10
cach, starting with another
150 new buildings.

The three men are
unanimous in their defence
of the Temple against
charges of malpractices, such
as extortion and beatings.

LENCE

““Many of them were
fabrications, others were
exaggerations’” said Prokes,
of the allegations.

Tim Carter said there had
been beatings but even Jones
allowed himself to be
whipped, while on other
occasions he prevented
beatings when  others
demanded such.

This was part of the
“structure”’ of the commune,
and violence was the last and
not the first resort, he said

All physical violence in the
commune however, ceased
about four months ago, Mike
Carter added.

They agreed that they had
heard of the *sensory
deprivation™ treatment of a
few Temple members, but
had not witnessed any
example of it.

This practice involved
putting a ‘‘viclent'’ person in
a huge box in the ground, so
as to deprive him of sensory
perception and so
“reprogramme’’ him out of
his violence

“It is a form of
psychotherapy. When it is
used in mental institutions, it
15 called psychotherapy.

When it is used in
Jonestown, it is called an
underground prison and a
horror chamber””, Tim Carter
said.

The three men mued 0'!!'

tragedy, the Carters and
Prokes agreed that the visit
of Congressman ' Ryan
marked the beginning of the
end.

A message reached the
commune on the Fniday,
November 17, that Mr. Ryan
and his party were at the

was by
the Carters and Prokes, and
others, as Don Sly, a Temple
member for a dozen years,
and known to be reserved.
Tim Carter felt he ““may
have been ordered” 1o act,
while Prokes fclt that he
might have acted on his own.
RESCUE

Some two dozen persens
jumped to rescue the
Congressman  who was
shouting *‘get the knife from
him, get the knife from
him"*.

It was decided that Mr.
im-

whether *can
be used todescribe what took
place at the commune, in the
sense that, according to Tim
Carter, ‘“‘even the American
media goes in for brain-
washing'’

Tim Carter is convinced that
it was brainwashing for an
cvil purpose, looking back on

11

““Look vlm happened in
the end”, he said.

Prokes agreed that the
commune members could
have been pushed to the
point where they were willing
to kill themselves as a final
act of defiance.

*“That’s what they did, the
cnes who did it voluntarily"
he said.

““Iwon't call it mass suicide.
1 would call it mass murder”’,
Tim Carter said.

**1 wouldn't have let my son
dic. They would have had to
shoot me, put a bullet
through my head. They
would have had to force me,
hold me down.

““You den't spend 7 million
dollars (US) oa a project, a
model community, and then
kill yourself. Tt shouldn't
happen. There's nothing in
the world that would justify

it", he added.

Tim Carter is one of four
Victnam veterans  who
belonged to the Temple. He,
Odel Rhodes, and Robert
Paul survived. Don Fitch
dicd, he said.

He agreed that his military
training may have belped
him survive the disaster at
Jonestown

Like most survivors of the

Link with the Russians

-Timofeyev said thot he fecls thst the risk for Jim's life if he came to town might
only be 107 but it is not worth toking/ he felt verbsl assur-mces are not enough,
should have :omething in writing from the court

-reg.rding negative press,

hould |
ipan sad vesldte puiogts 17, RewM letoe:
the embassy official wouid
liked it or not, remain.
Tim Carter said.

Jim Jones, at that point
called an alert, and he
“‘sounded drugged” as he
did it.

“‘He said: “Alert, alen,
we're being invaded. Alent,
alert. Tim Carter said.

“‘His wife (Marccline) was
furious with him. She said
the people were relaxed, the
place beaatifnl and
everything ready and they
can come in. After an
argument for about an hoar,
be agreed he was wrong and
shouldn't bave dome it™, he
added.

Tim Carter and the other
two said it was the first time
they heard the use of the
word “alent™ and to them it
implies a crisis.

*‘Jones grossly over
reacted, was  grossly
paranoic. He injected his
parancia by the way he
reacted”, Tim Carter said.

It is now history thar Mr.
Ryan and his tcam went to
the commune, speat Friday
night, without incidens.

PERSONAL
Firstly, many people wanted
to leave the commune. They
included larry Leyton, now
accused of the Ryan's
Murders.

““His wife couldn’t belicve
ir. She blew it. He said it was
strictly personal. Those are
his owa words: “‘Strictly
personal”, Tim Carter said

Another fellow wanted 1o
leave Jomestown without
telling his wife. There was “a
iot of heavy cmotion -

he said that if former members have turned against the
churcli, he would like to know why they bhave changed
~he has tho never seen anything like our pmmpk paper in Capitalist soeiety, it s
totally correct/ often papers have scmet!

ug vrong in their 'psbifion but mot thip

~-it would help if we had moterial showing concrete support of people like Angela Davis,
(they already have Kahn's letter, Carlton Goodletts etc, Vivian Hallinan

-regording the need for exodus, cuick trensference of money/ he doesn't see the
need for cuch & situation developihg right awoy,
-reg-rding a possible deleg tion going to the U3SR, he said it was a possibility

th-t could help, Bo problem gctthg_’xlu at_any tims, but when asked if it would
be possible toarrange meetings-with o

not vithin a ye-r at least

, he sm.d that would have tobg

coordinated and might take a 1ittle 'bit-ef time / he is waiting for response back
from Moscow to the letter be sent to Moscow
~he said that it vas a difficult thing to arrange (exodus),

a week 1go with our requests
but vhen I cried and

said "it 'ould be very yainful for x the door to be shut against children", we
adults don't rmgm matter so much but we need safety Eor our children, he s aid that

Jomestown after the

/the USSR had taken im 5000 Spanish children ( from Spain) and had been t aken care of
and then returned later to 3pain/so he f elt it was worth pursuirg

mmm:ma-vﬂwwmawuwhhm&_th-i—u

s

Even with the anack on
Ryan’s life, the Carters and
Prokes felt Jonestown could
bave survived. According to
them, the Congressman was
pleased at what he saw and
woald have been satisfied
even if half the members
wanted to leave.

After the attack and the
depariure of the visitors for
the airstrip, Mrs. Jones got
on {he joudspeaker and asked
everyone 10 go o their
cottages

“‘By this time people were
in quite a swte of shock.
People were not even talking
It was very quict. [ went back
10 my cottage and was with
my wifc and my son.

“While we were there, they
called everybody to report to
the pavilion. They didn™t say,
alert, alert™

“Bverybody went to the
pavilion. | don’t think people
knew they were going ta dic.
When 1left,.my wife went to
the npursery to gel some
diapers for our son.

“If you know you are going
to die, you are not going to
get diapens™, Tim Carter
said.

Before the meeting at the
pavilion began, a girl, Shirley
Smith, bad “flipped out’,
dancing and screaming, “‘I'm
goana be a freedom fighter’”,
Tim Carter said.

“‘She had totally lost her
mind. 1 could hardly
recognise  her at all, her
whale face had changed.

FEAR

““At that point | think you

could have cut the fear™ he
said.
Jones held a conference with
his wife, Temple lawyers
Mark Lame acd Charles
Garry (who stayed after the
Congressman's visit), and at
this point the three men said
that they found themselves
out of the picture because
they were directed to take the
money out of the commune

The Carters felt they were
seiected  becawse  they
bappened to be the first anes
noticed, while Prokes felt
that  with  his media
background, he was never
really regarded as an insider
and 50 would not be expected
todic.

But they still had some time
to get a feel of the -
mosphere in the commune in
uts dying minutes.

“‘People cried, 1 had the
fecling that the place was
falling apart. | saw two lines
of pcapie, mothers holding
their babies who were crying.
There were bodies on the
ground, children crying’’,
Tim Carter said

Then he saw his wife, and
after that his one thought
was to get away.

+ Not manv made jj like him.
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