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JULIA B4RZ, Hostess
REACTICLS

INTRODUCTION

welcome to REACTIONS. There is a church in San Francisco andthe press has said
this about it: It helped to keep open a mdical Clinic in San Francisce which
otherwise would have closed. It benefited research in the medical fields of
cancer,hbar? diseaseand sicle cell anemia. It has also supported educatignal
broadcasting such as KQED and provided emergency cash to distressed families,
Brticularly those of slain law enforcement officers. I could goon and on with
the 1list of what it has done. The nameof this church is the Feoples Templg
Christian Church. I don't know why Christian is there, but the minister will
tell us about it very sunon because I think itis sort of interdenominational.
The man behind this many faceted church is the Reverend Jim Jones and I woulcd
like to welcone you to REACTIOKRS tonight.

JJds Thank you very much.

And I'ad also like to wlecomeiiichael Prokes who is an associate.miﬁstey in the
same church as modest as Reverend Jones. But tonight we're going to just throw
that aside and et them actually tell us some of the tings that they're’gOLng

to do. A4nd Reverend Jones I would like to begin with this. You're probably

the only man in the world who could bring together in one room at the sane
tinme Zldridge Cleaver andKathleen, Assemblyman willy Brovn, the John Bich
Society, Lieutenant Governor iervyn Dymally, Mayor Il.escone, the Police Chief
Charles Gain, District Attormy Joseph Freitas. Ilost people would wonder who
did that? President Carter, God. But I found it wasn't them, itwas you.
Hbw did you bring these entities together? ,
Jdi1 I really can't say, other than I syppose we have a commori concern for
Justice with people,and of course Cleaver at the time there weas some ghestion
and great deal ofalienition because of his views, and Peples Temple felt that

a person should not be judged because of his views and we did come to his legal
defense. That was not to say that I supported his ideology but that is prob-
ably some explanation. e supported a John Bircher wnce who was being dis-
eriminated against. A John Bircher who contrary to all ¢pinionsI'd been told
about the Birch Society was not a racist, ad I think that explains it. Ve

dont have an arbitrary attitude of serving only people who agree with us,

and that may explain someof it.

HAREs You happen to remind me of someone with whom I haze lived for a number
of years when he taught at a predominantly black school some of the students
askeds Why would you bring a member of John Birch Society in to address your
ciass? He said that the only way you will grow is to beexposed to all
ideologies. So I'm glad to know that bhat exists here in San Francisco.
Something else that you've done that I doft knew realy understand. Your
. durch is locatéd in somewhat of a transient :area a nd predominantly black
district. lany people have trid before you to bring the grassroots together,
the so-called black bourgeoise, the national state andlocal elected officials
to begin to see that the struggle ef lies in really bringing together all

these people instead of one predominant ethnic group. Now how have you been
able to-do this?
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JJds Azain, one deesn't think about their successes I gather. They are more
concerned zhous the failures. e preach inclusivenesc very strongly. Ve precab
that, we spea:, we state thet itis very important 4hat all people who have been

[
%0 soae degree iefi out of theprocess of economic suvccess that we get togener,
thet we unive in & common struczle, and that's very important to us. e alco
are deternmined to see thatthere is a good attitude on the part of the mzjority
membcrs, the caucasoids, who are in our atiencante that they have proper atti-
tuée, understanding of the problems of the Third worlG, but we don't CONZrouise
our principles in any vay in concern for the struggle of Third uJorld people. .ie
heve a nusber of good vhite peorle that we jokingly say are very well dAedld
riggerized.,

TiRT: Eow about that. I love that expression. What wereyou doing when the
strugcie was going on say with just the Asians, just the 3Blacks, or just the
Ci.icanoz? You were here in this area but somenow you were low profiie. uhy
are you just now suffacing?

¢ e were not here as a center. You see, its only been in the last 2 years

have been located in San Francisco. I was serving in the Northern part
£ @z2lifornia, in an agricultural community which was the biggest mistake of
ay life.
Ha®Z: Why was that a mistake?

/

331 Mell there were not enough people representative of all groups, and an
agricultural community isa little more sterile, andfrankly a litte bit afraid
of what's happening in agricultural communities these days.: Having a multiraciid
family I noticed a great deal ofpregudice. Not only anti-vlack feeling, but
anti-semetic feeling, and its on the intrease across america. e neeé to get
alarmed aboub it. 4ll people who have ever suffered any kind of oppressinon
or diserimination need to reckon witi this factor. After all, these past fev
months we have seen Blacks run out of Tait; we've seen Inéians mistreated ter-
ribly in different areas and even in our own State; Blacks burned out o
Siskou County. We had busses surrounded just because we had black drivers

in Sonoma County, and fortunately the Court, a very good judge,fof the first
time came up against this racist element, but they are there, very, very much
there. in the outlying areas of big cities and certainly our metropolitan
areas are not free of racism.

ZIRT:  Wexax¥Ukike the white popular thought that the church has been a leader
in the Black community whch has led to questions about theleadership, but in
your church somehow you have brought together the militants, the agnostics,
the atheists, the fundamentalists. How have you gottenall of these people
together?
respect

+ In our worship style we mesiriei people based on what they produce

¢ that's of course consistent with loses' teachings and Jesus' teachings,
juégze a tree by the fruit it bears. So, if an atheist does theworks of o1
these great teachers through history of all religions and the fundamentalist
does tne work, lives the life, character and concern, andshows compassion,

we Tind that we can get along very well because Jesus said He who is not
against me is on my part. ‘ihen one of his disciples came up to him early in
the ministry when all the followers Jesus had were with him so it had to be
someone of another faith, Islam or Hebrw teaching or some other
@ﬁg §£BE§? But John said what are ve going to Go vwih this gang, tgeyeg-notwih
SERS ¢ @aid, they're not against me, tey're for me. and so I think we're
¢oing what Jesus was. In a sense he was a great revolutionary, anc I think
we have neglected that aspect of Jesus' teachings. ¥eEXFURZEXRZERIEX When he
judzed people, in i.atthew 25, the only judgment that ever came out of the mouti.
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of the Razarene was: I was hungry you did not feed me; I was thirsty you gave
me no drink; I was a stranger you éidn't take me in; I was in prison oppressed
and you did not do something to get me out of that condition. They s&id: ‘hen
dié we see you there? He said: In that you saw the least of suffering humanity
there you saw me and éidnti-help-bthem~ so you didn't help them, nov depatt froim
me. I never knew you.

HarZ: Vell how is it in your nembership...Well first what do you think or

why do you think the Black mnisters have not been able to organize people o

do the kinds of things you did? Because I understand that it was_your church,
which you have a lot of grassroots people there who are responsible, orpartially
responsible for freeing the 4 reporters in Fresno

55%. That's tre. I think partisularly-so there. We heard indirectly from a
jurist that there was going to be adamancy on that issue and then when wve
introduced, at the peak a couple of thousand, with Parr in Los Angeles we

had over three thousand, but one of the jurist said: I guess we're going to
have to get our Judge to do something about this to get all theee higgers out
of town, and of course that was a compliment to us. we felt that a very basic
issue here creeping again, even after watergate, they weregoing to tell the
press--and I know the press has behaved grossly irresponsible in many, many
area, neglects the problems of the Third World, you see every day, but when a
press cannot keep its sourcesconfidential, we're in trouble. Wwe've never heard
from Deep Thrbat and watergate if theee hadn't been that protection, and wve've
seen a couple of cases Datani, Roselli and what they knew, evidently something
about the conspiracy against Kennedy. The moment it was revea2d publicly that
they were going to be witnesses both of them end up dead. One shot in the neck
in typically iafia fashion, the other floating down the Bay of Biscayne near
Florida in a barrel.. So, we found.this to be an important issue. I thought
partivularly they should understand that it meant nothing to us, we had no
following in Fresno. It was just an issue ofconcern. I think some pepple
thought we were courting the presss, but when you do that sort of thing you
only bring the press' inquiring more into your activiies. I've never seen EREX
so many reporters in my life, going through you like a...scrutinizing you

very closely. And we were aware when we took that stand that itmight be suspect
but we waited for several days and no one seem to take up the cudgels ofthis
important issue. There was no one there marching.

HARE: Vas this before the grant you gawe to the three newspapers?

JJ1 No, No. We had-done that during the Nixsonian period when It was really
dangerous to lsupport the press, across the nation. Any newsman that camein
diffPloulty with the system we immediately assisted. I think we assisted Farr
to ti%int of $&4,400. But we see religion as a practical thing. We feel
tK@QQ§£§§%“w0rhsip to diety however you see it should be service to your fexkuf
foIO4 % 1@ in reference to other churches, I think they are caught up in
thi Sre, BTReTGRAY honestly I don't see how they get it out ofthe gospel of
Jesu@Chei-pw 268K Christ sagix said that petition or pray that heaven come
on edPihs HEAvEMOE8%rTEkin you. Do somethingwith theproblems of the hee and
now. FeHlybaNIadWELS pie-in-the-sky stuff, futurism about the furniture of
heavenomis fefferatomeraf hell, and that's where too many of our churehes, as
you knoepniidipviidadboane still there even in 1977.
ev odd ellltY 2idl .

EARE: Wwith tha®obdy #sTé3y amen because we are goingto pause and come back in
~just a moment. :
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HARZ:s  As you may recdll, Proposition T now calls for the election of .
supervisors irx by districts. Iiow the Reverend Jim Jones, a poweriul moving
force as you can hear in the peedominantly black Fillmore District, was a prime
organizer in this District and is now facing probably exclusion Irom the

black leadership forum and the black summit, two poweriful political entities
because he “isn't "100 percent black." Are you determined to make it into dese
organizations? ‘e

Joi  No, because I dont think they have ever determined really what's going
to take place in the community. I regret that they would come nut with such
inene stupid positions at a_time when we need coalitions so badly. ilhat could
very well happen when we only have black population of L2 percent, that's the
highest we have in any district. I'm terribly regretful, and I think some of
them are doing it very sincerely, but this is the stupidest blunder that was
ever made. I have already been interviewed. I'm trying to.handle it very \
cautiously. I say this doesn't reflect on the black community, andit doesn't.
I've had xamyx ministers, I've had black leaders, business people who call
very regretful over this whole thing. So it doesnt in any way reflect on the
bplack community, but I am afraid that the great body of titizens who read this
kiné of thing, that we’re going to have reverse racism, as well as we can un-
derstand it. Afterall, 300 hundred years, Ku Elux Klan, and so forth and'sg_
on. 3But two wrongs will not make a right. And we're facing some pretty diffi
cult situations in this decade, and we're going to have to come together.

nares Do you feel that this-is the majority ofthe black community, orthe
Xxx leaders, or just who are these people?

Jd1 I know it's not the majority. I've had people come out of the black forum
and told me with disgust some of the things that were sald, people who were

there. So, it isn't an any way the majority. It certainly is notall ofthe
black forum. -

EARZ:  How did you happen to choose to locate in that particular area as
opposed to the area where Grace Cathedral is located, or thesunset or the
Richrond, how did you happen to decide to bringthis group together?

Jd: What could we do with all fhosehotels, you know, and fineries. We were
needed in the Fillmore, and that's what determined dur locating there.

2 IXEs  That's why Jim insists on living in the Fillmore. He believes a pastor
should live in the area that he serves. And Jim also is...has the greatest
character of anyone I've ever met at the risk of embarrasing him here. When I
came 4 years ago, I could not believe all that I was seeing that was donefor
pople who were poor, wh were in destitute circumstances and I came intothe _
church and saw people from every kind of backgréund imaginable--a whole cross
section of the human race, not just in terms ofrace but in terms of religion,
socio~econonic, eductional background. I began to look into theprogram and saw
that here was a place for people who come from poor backgrounds who had no
place else to go because Peoples Temple has become a last resort for a lot of
people with backgréunds of crime, militantcy and drugs. But we found that if
you offer these people, and so many ofthem are young, programs that give them
a chance to get involved, that occupy their time with productive things, t hings
where their talents and abilities are best applied. This fills the vacuum that
causes them to go on drugs and commit crimes in the first place.

HiRE: Now we know that most of your members are on welfare and yet you have
Greyhound buses that take children to Los Angeles for summer vacatioh, they

€0 all the way to washington, D.C. Where do you getthe funds?
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J5: This is a thing that hapens with people. I doit care how poor thy are
they become very-industrious when they see things happening which serve their
needs. e got a free medical, clinic, for instance, around tieclock ther, unkr
the auspices of #meek doctors giving free examimtions, free pnysical therapy
jacuszi baths, ultrasonic treatments for arthtitic conditions that the poor
cannot afford, free legal services and nutritional food service of 1800 mezls
a day, people then...and you'd be amazed at what 1ittle old ladies, 70 years
of age, seniors, that'll get out and have a littile project of pillow making

or a pake sale, and people just get more industrious and its really tremencéous
to see that. e get no outside help, I can't recall one donation--maybe tiae
was one donation, complace lurking in my mind there might have been onedonztion
from a single individual, but then it would be mo more than a few hundrec¢ Gol-
lars. So, I think its the fact that when a church, or any service minded
organization begins to really produce, people get enthusiastic.

HKARE:s Well, are they tithers, or what do they do? Do they give 10 percent?

Jq:' lio. I Gon't believe in that because that cant be fair. Some people on a
limited income just can't aford tithing, but that's left up to them but I
imgine a-good many doand somedo more than that.

iTi:s But they do itvoluntarily, and they can see where their money is going.

H4RE: Is it only with money, or is it property, or with material possessions,
or whet? {f

v
Jds We have some people who have turned over some property, but themajority
of the people take on projects, that's where it's at. In thei own home, in
their own neighborhood, as I say bake sale,gaze sales, that €ype of thing.
They will have their omn little activity. Whatever neighborhoods they reside
in.. I think that is the backbone. I think this arbitrary tithing is unfair
because there is a certain aspect'in the gospel that said we should give as
we are blessed, andit is the duty of those that are strong to take care ofthose
that amxagx are weak, sort of from each according to his ability to each accord-
ing to his need. They say that varxisn ariginated that, but I find it very
intrinsic in the Judeo Christian tradition, and I dont like an arbitrary state-
ment that says that you got to give so much money. Some people give telr
time and that's more valuable to us than money in many instances, in particulary
when we are tryingto serve 1800 people a day in the kitchen. Some of those
pople are giving their time. We don't salary and if we had to salary we Jjust
could not manage at all. -

MIKEs When they see a pastor who wears' only used clothing, owns no careess

HARE: Wait, just one minute. Is this suit I see Reverend Jim Jones in, you
say this is used clothing?

LIKEs It's borrowed.

JJs ell, you may know more about it than I do. But I find you buy a lot of
good things in the Salvation Arny and thrift shops around here. by wife's
awfully careful about that, ad people often say why do you only have one pair
of shoes, I say I only wear one at a time. 4nd I'm not knocking people who
live in a different lifestyle than I, but my ego is fulfilled by seeing people
fed and when we can help gropps get libemtion x®mR both here and abroad. as you
may k=xex be familiar we have 27,000 acres undertaken abroad in a m}xed soclgty,
black president, but a beautifully racially inclusive society. It is an agri-
cultural project. Several of our mebers are thre, a couple huddred of our
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members. It serves many Purposess Not only does it hed feed, cothe andhouse
the people in an emerging Third vorld nation, it gives jobs--I think we are

now employing 91 people--but we have run into individuals who are almost lost

in the asphalt jungle and so social service agencies or judges will say: You

can take them. If you got a place abrozd, fie; otherwise they're goingto jail.
and we've got 22 people now, -young people, who were at the.very lowest extremity
Scae were clepto maniacs, they weren't members of the parish, but cleptomaniacs.
I think of a child molester, all sorts of social diviates.

i.IKE: Incorrigibles.

Jds Incorrigibles, that's right. Thank you. and when we put them in this new
environment--I'm an environmental determinist. 1ts's made me an environmental
determinist, more than anything.

HAREs  Repeat that again.

JJ: Environmental determinist. I believe that ¥f we dont 6o somethirg about

the environment....They're talking about crime in thestreets, you know. I think
&f the yomngster saw mmxe something more being done about thecrime in the suits
we would see a change in attitudes. Opportunities are not there. Recreatiaal
opportunities, job opportunities are not there. Pxaxg 50 percent of ow black
puth are unemployed and work ethics is very strong in 4merta that's why...but
whzt does this Go to the morale of a person. I think behind every situation .
you see there is much akskx talk about orime and violence today, yet only € perch
of the crimms in the United States are violent and of that 6 percent 90 percent
of those crimes are happening to us, the poor white, the poor blxk and Indian.
One case I was called into...I didn't know them herause they cidled me the other
day...the husband had stabbled the wife and said he had never been violent in
his life, and when I got into the situation she said why dont you get a job.
That was the worse thing she could have said to him, but an understandable thing
And this drinking, a¥xkkimkxxz typical kind of thing. We got a type of welfare
system I think could stand much improvement. Ve give money 1o people instead
ofcreating opportunities, jobs and programs, but natrally that fellow who has
not been able to mett the standad of success in American Society which isto

work and produce. Before he gets home to buy food for the family, he'sgoing

to be at the tavern quite frequently. I think behind every bit of the crimes
ofviolence I've run into there is a social condition, and I'm very much con-
cerned about this talk we're going to bring back capital punishment because

I notice capifal punishment doesnt work for the rich.

HAREs You're right, ad its never a deterent to crime either.

J3+ Neither. Thank you for th&. We find, and I think ithas been pretty
well supported, anyone with $50,000 of assets has never gone toa gas_chaber
or been hung or shot or electrocuted in this country. And we also flnd?hat
there is a tendency today in_the world towards §1ctatorsh1ps, be they right
or left and often execution later becomes a polz?ical tool to do away with
dissenters, and yet you hear so many people rapping about let's bring back
capital punishment and as you say, it is not a deterrent...in fact there are
a whole lot of folk so miserable out there they wantto commit stcide like
Gilmore and yet they are a little fearfi ofdoing it themselves, I think we
vwill see more of lthis type of thln%, they'll kill somebodyor do somebhing of
a capital nature so the state will take care of them.

ILIKE: Why are there more blacks and minorities injails kkam and prisons in
comparison to their percentages in tk opulation? To say thi it isnot the

environment, that it is not social condtions, it is to say thatthey-are in-
ferbr. I'm not ready to buy that.
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+IiEt1  And the fact that there is no job, as Regerend Jones said there are
over 50 percent of unemployment for bleks, what are they going to Go? They
ﬁatch.télevision. They see families with material goods, livig cofobably.
taterial things that they cant have, so they try and get thenm theonly way

t%ey can, turn to the streets, and they arealredy in thestreets as a means
of survival.

HaRZs Well this is what we are going to do. ve're goingto come back in
Just a moment,ZEcause anytime there is a groundswell and people who are con-
eerned.with the .social movement as you are at Peoples Temple there must be
some kind of surveillance, and I noticed tonight you didn't come in here with
the battery of bodyguards so I want to know how you move freely with the F2I
the CIA are whoever may be infilt#atingyour chuch.

HaRE: I know when this is over you'll want to know where this is. It is at
the corner of Fillmore and Geary and I'}l give youthat exact address in case
you really want to see Reverend Joms in action. You are hearinghim tonight.
Reverend Jones before I get back to that question about.surveilance, depite
the oath that doctors take, they am are hagpiXyx popularly thought to place
proiit above philanthrophy and yet you hze doctors and lawyers volunteering.
Hov did you accomplish that?

Jds  ilell again we cant generalize. I found some extremely sensitive people
who are in the upper middle class in our church. You mentioned thi we have
crossed that class barrier, we've overcome the racial barrier, age barrier.

I see the most beautiful thing--the youth and seniors doing thng together, and
we respect our elders, that's one of the 0ld proverbs that we holddearly, and
as a consequende, I think the normal age of our seniors is in the 80s. e have
one segenarian, she's a 106 and still going and she fixes lemon pies in her
little humble home, best pie I've ever eaten, and then sells them. If we

oould just eliminate these barriers that have developed in our society between
race andclass, and I think Peoples Temple has gone a long way towards that,

and as I say you catt make generalizations,-there are people in every class who
8e concerned about the deprivation, the poor distribution of our wealth we see
so obviously before us in the country.

HART: Yau must pose a threat to ministers here with established so-called
churches that begin at what I have often definé the most segregated hour in
this country, as 11:00 o'clock Sunday mornig where you find people in teir

own churches. what's the feeling with them. Have you made enemies, or are you
coning together with them, do they view you as a threak?

KXREXY, :

JJs  Amazingly enough we're finding a number of ministers, white ministers
particularly one ordained Baptist Church in San Leandro has done a good

thing for his people and works closely with us. e have...0n Lartin Zuther
¥ind day, the Council of Churches voted that it be conducted in Peoples Temple.
Ve had 91 ministers there. I'm not saying that they were all together you
know in terms of perspective, but there is emerging in this community that kind
of concern, black ministers of the caliber of Revrend Hall. Theologically I
dont know where he and I stand, but Reverend Hall has great empathy for pepple
and so its hﬁppening.dmgie than I've s:en %t. and I thigﬁ as we see egonoglc
conditions change, y are goi o change unles ere's sopge. miracles,
FSLy 526 Bove upeplOYPh L RECERENE iy ER Rt enEs The RULRST . ohniBvEALIE
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nope the ghurch and all agencies begin to do voluntary things. we don't want
i see a vident revolution in this socieity, ané so 'society is going to have

%o revolutionize itself from within or its going to be torn apart.

HanZs You've often said in your jideology you're not violent by nature vut you
arc a pacifist, and yev you tend to get things done. and usually any movement
“hat has gotten off %the ground whether in this country or in other counties
there has been a bit of blood shed, but you feel that that isn't necessary.

iJ'. ; would hope it is not necessary. Kow when we took up the defense ofthe
Jeviish community not long ago when the KNazis were emerging, not only against
the jews, they're against everybody I gmess, these bums, but they:began to
threaten, and I think they théught well we're pacifists, theyforgot ceftain
things Gandhi said. Gandhi said if a mad dog's running loose, meaning a mad
human, in society endangering it, you don't allow that to happen. iNow pacifism'
doesnt mean that you roll over and play dead. Indeed if a bunch of bums

come into our Temple we'r not going to_turn the other cheek. We've turned
all.the cheeks we've got anyway. e will resist evil. wWhat I'm saying we don't
believe inoffensive violence, like we're seeing happening here by groups

that call themselves left, bombing peoples® homes, supervisor's home, endanger-
ing her childrern. I don't happen to pelieve these people really have a politica..
iany of them are provocatuers who want to bring down the democratic structure.

I can't see anyone in their rignht mind who can thnk that they can convey any
political message by plowing up the districs attorney's car.

EAE: You knovw I'm glad you mentioned that,: amd even if they are listening
tonight which is prohably a very dangerous thing for us to venture to say,

I hope that they will know that that is not how you raise the revoluntionary
ERREXERREXRPXpERRXE consciousness of people because when acts are done to
people and you do not politicize them to tell them why it m=uxkeEmg is beng
done, then what you tend to do is alienate the people and you try to bring on
a EREX rgvolution before +the people are poliically ready for it.

1LIKS: Plus you could help to create a police state.
HARE: Exactly. Terrorism then comes as a result of it.

JJ+ I'm very suspicious of it because We have seen it done before. ‘e had

an FBI man in our congregation last week, Ostell Hall had recommended hin

ad I .felt well you cant generalize abott the FBI even, we'll I'm speaking on
giving certain pointers on how the people can defend themselves from attack

and I don't want a 1ot of propaganda so I talked to him very frakly, I said

I think it is deplorable what the FBI did according to the media to Dr. King,
tried even what it seemed to be to arrange his suiside by giving a lot of in-
Tormation to his wife and threatening him, and all those dirty tricks. 1 went
trough it for 3 hours. He surely hd to endure a great Geal. I had Joe Kall

of tne KA4ACP, he's a fine chap, and different black leaders there. We really
interrogated him and then 1 looked at his program and I thought well we didnt
think of it, the little gmy guide for instance was about how to avoid burglarly
tings you can do to avoid being the Victim of muggings, and that isn't going

to take away the social economic conditions that caused them, but I don't e~
lieve in prejudice against anybody. So we let him speak, and the man came off
with a great deal of understading, shockingly enough, and empathy and ashamed

6 what the FBI had done and I really believe sincerely that he did net know

of the dirty tricks. He was a younger man, of course. I don't know what caused
me. to mention that. We were talking about violence. We tend-to turn people
avay by acts of terror ant I Xhﬂ§§ki started to say, this is what I was getting
at, the FBI I think it was sever years age set up as 4 recall reading an

organization known as US, And when the panthers began to ta21k about more
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internationalism and racial inclusiveness and working within the system all this
hell raising began. Us was talking in the same terms some people are talking
tight today in San Francisco. We can't cooperate with any ohhers; we have to be
black only, and we're going to have to define what black is. Aand now we find
out that behind all those black only was white-establishment plans, and it
caused the death of several panthers. So I'm suspicious of these people who
want to divide when the community could really come together in San Francisco
and now we hear all these talks about---behind some of this I wonder ifwe

dont have anice agent provocateur.

KARS: Well I'm wondering what are the reasons also when blacks really cried
out for black films of .some value and black studies and black literature ve
ddn;t get it and- suddenly A3C, that certainly not a paragon of liberalism gave
us Roots AND bombarded our homes with it for 8 nights straight. Do you begin

to xonder about those kinds of 1things? You don't have to answer if you dont
wish to. ’ :

Jo1 I'm never wne to shun a response. I think that anytime we see the es-
tblishment producing such historical document is shock. Ferhaps ther motiva&
tion was good. I imagine the major motiviation was they knew they would make
money and they dig.- Overall I can see some good that has emerged. I've talked
to white people who've gotten a consciousness that they never had. Unfortunately
that there are some who thought Vell, I watched it and now I understand, I care
and it will be forgotiten. -Also there's a dangerous aspect--they call, I beliew

ga}ey vrote it was a saga of an Anerican family, but I noificed A3C called it a
TIUGD

HARE: The Triumph. That's what disturbed_me. Kot only was it the saga, but
also of one black american family, now they're calling it thetragedy, an
American triumph. Now look at the people who haxw will not reac¢ the subleties
as you read that. We are now going to, go back 10 ot 15 more years just because
of this, Jjust because of Roots. I'm not that concerned about where we aame
from, but where are we now and where are we going.

JdJs That was exactly what I said Sunday.

Hare; Were you thrown out of your church for saying that?

JJj; No. But who of us has got money to go back to Africa to find out where
we came from. And again it is not so important where we came from but where

we are going. Hell, I'm an American luongrel, I would have to spend amillion
dollars to find my roots. I'm not going to start n that course. and then just
becsuse one person found his roots that's not going 4o help themillions of
people who dodnot have roots.

HARE:s Not only nypeople because we live in a rootless society,I'm sure the
average white person would know from whence they came, but somehow this was
fed to us and we had to move on with it. wnen you took the people to
washington, D. C. what rally was the motive for it? Did you want them to
see how their representatives worked there in Congress for them and were the
representatives intimidated by your presence?

JJs Certainly the Burtons were very responsive, and strangely enough a very
conservative man by the name of Clauson I thought was most responsive. I .

was shocked, you never know what to make of people when you‘stgrt to generallze.
Here recently when I met with lirs. Carter (she asked to meet with me just be-
forethe election, I'm not partisan in politics,)I spoke because of our size,

ve got 9000 members and she said what would like to see come out of theadministrn-

i T i tionist policy in Chile. This horrible
%ﬁgﬁga%ga% gegggvgoa 3% t§8°¥ﬁ§§tﬁgvﬁﬁa§ejéa Eﬁie ig the murdér of an duly elecskec
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maz They talked about fear of totalitarian communism and yet hee was a
socizlict that was electeé by the people who was trying to maiftain a demo-
cratic course and incliuded non-socialists, liberal progressive elements and
ne ends up murdered with our assistance. I said interventioniit policies in
<The Third .orld have got to stop, and we see Carter kept his wod on that.
Tven a name that was tarown around--3orensen--was put in as the CIa bDiretor
a- voe be unto us we see a liberal coalition biock Sorenson's appointaent.

I saié we ought to stop giving aid to Chile, and again the shocker. All the
liberal dudes wnet along with it and three Republicans voted against the

%55 million Gollar assistance that was given a couple oi weeks ago. It blows
@y lmind. You cant possibly say that this caelition is going to consistently
stané for the right thingc. 4ll of a sudden up comes a conservativeand_ stancs
more resolutely for decency thatn the so-called liverals. That's why I refuse
w0 get in¥olved in thepartisan two-party system.

}4RT: One reason I refuse to get involved init. I've often made the same
statement that you have made and peole have wondered about it. I'm rally
alrais of too much liveral thinking. I prefer peopég "ggt to theexvreies.
You know you either stand for something, or you ar 8;%%5 ¢ to it. a3 least
I know howtp fight you, how to address you or how to talk with you. Che
librals tend to be on the fence when the goinggets rough. They tend tofall
on the side of the fence that seems to hxE be the strongest. You mentioned
ire. Carter and I wonGered apout that winen me she came out. There are a lot
¢ miristers here, thre are a lot of people here who would hare loved to have
?aﬁ her ear, obut yet she requected yours for dinner. hat was the reason for
tnzt?

dot I imagine itvs votes to be mere vey pragmatic aboutit.

Tare: well, there are many people she could have asked. uont be modest, sne
asked you. .

J31 well again thre are not so many Dpeople who .have that many members. =
think we're tne largest church in town. _I think she haé memioned nearing
souethins of our human service progradm, I can't recall what itwas.

wils  Drugs.

35t Yes, our drug rehabilitation. Thahk you: And of course you know wrs.
Carter came a couple of years before to Delancey Street, so there must be a
ertain sensitivity there, his arch fundamentalism or what appears to be arch
fundamert alism gave me some concerns-whenhe was eletted Bresident. 3But some
of tne nominations, at least in terms of foreign reitions, the Director of
SalT who is having a tdugh time because he safi that he would make every effort
to bring detente in thermonuclear age when we can wipe out all of civilization,
and it looks like he's not going to make it; and Andy Young. I've known
indy Young to be extremely sensitive, at kmazek least in tae early 70s inthe
struggle. Oi course people change, I don't know. £ see he has now made 3 state-
ments in the recent days that show that Andy is still &nming ¥rom the same stock
wher: he saiG that in angola inspite of what we may feel about Cuba that they
stabilized situations ad of course he gotslapped down by ir. Vance, se-we're-
over it, but I noticéd even ir. Vgnce, Sepretary of State, saying we are going
to have better relations with Cuba which is long, long over due. 1've been to
Cuba, I've seen in Cuba a Gifferent_form of communism than what has been de-
picteé to me in Eastern Europe and I disagree with lir, Cleaver I did not recog-
nize racism there, sure there are certain facets of Cubazn life that wouldn't
work for Anmerica that's why we got to get out of this thing. Cne solution tnat
would work for Cuba would not work for america, but I saw a tremendous amount
of individugl lidbrty, I was shocked at the amount of individual liberty, and
gfggga? dea%t?f critlcism was in a socialistic prospective, but eirisieiem .,
1C1s y nte. hat was
to me %3msge ﬁg §§Z§?nm§ﬁ§‘th%°s§§§€a3§ g§el °¥S§n§8§§are§“%8 Sinﬁlﬁﬁ§2¥t3§§§ss
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is like comparing night to day. Health care guaranteed, and thestandard of
dress...I thought I was in the best neighborhood of an American city. I
notlcgo Senatgr »cGovern's children have been there for some weeks and they
Qave.oeen_saylng the same thing. Cuba is american in its orientation, its,
azerican in 1ts_culture and appreciztion of the arts. I dont know what this
stupid boycott is going to do for us. I think that with a bit of effort we
could be a}lys.. They could be of tremendous help to us. Their standard of
moral sensititvity, their cultural progress, their prgress in health, high
gcnools there just amaze me. They limit 500 hundred students to a high school.
They have 500 hundred acres alotted to a high school. Kids not only work with
ther.mlnqs and the intellectual processes, but they spend three hours a day
working in the fields and they develop their own food which gives them a real
sense gf.fulfillment, Plus so there wont division, and Cuba is very muchopposed
to dividing on thebasis of race and religion, they produce for the national
economy and being a clergyman I was concerned about freedom of religion ang

I didn't take any guided tour .because when I get into a situation I want to
be uninhibited, and I haven't found anything perfect in society and certainly
not Cuba either. 2ut I talked to 400 different people from every sirata o
l}fe. professional people, people who have been poor as cob's turkey and I
found no dissatisfaction. But we're going to have to learn how to relate in
this world or we're going to blow ourselves up. we've got to overcome these
ideological barriers, at home certainly. ve've got to begin at home. I didn't

mean to get on the subject of Cuba. wWe've'got to come togethr in these United
States first. '

LA%Es  Ve're going to come back in just a few minutes and continue this
Profile of Reverend Jim Jones.

EAREs Nelcgme pack to REACTIONS and our discuzsion with the Reverend Jim
Jgnes.and Ilichael Prokes of the Feoples Temple, such ah appropriately-named
church,

rrom

WIKZ:  Julia I just want to add that when Reverend Jones met with irs. Carter
Jexgrd he didn't spend time complimenting her or praising her husband. lie
talked about issues land needs in the poor and black communities. :

JdJs  And the free press too. I was terriby concerned abot what the standaxg
was going to be on the free press. e came to the rally for one reason...we
were all wearing badges at the time, it was during that Fresno crisis, which
said FREE THE FRESHO 4. So I acquainted her with thi. .

HarRzZs Well since your church has been emered into the Congressional Record
recently, a whole page devoted to it, there are those who Bay feel that you
have political aspirations even with ramific¢ations in the black leadership
forum. Are you interested.in that?

JdJs  Unequivocably no, and you're very sensitive to perceive that. That's the
whole issue of those few who didn't want me in the forum because I'm lighter
skinned even though I have mixed background. They are afraid, so I have been
told reliably, that I'm going to be the next Supervisior of the Western Rdition
or promote a supervisor. We're not even promoting a candidate within our church
because we want unity so badly that even though we have thousands of people
and have black leaders, newspaper publishers, professional people ogt51dg of
our parish suggested we do that, we feel for the sake of unity we will stay
out of the arena. 4nd as for me being Supervisor, kg§x in all due respects to
the Supervisor, I'm not the type of personality for it. we have to have some
people outside the system pointing at its erross and I feel that that is my
rolep presently at least. I wouldn't be able to work within the two-party
structure so I have no political ambitions, and this fogllshness ofhthe rumor

at I'm goi or, or that I may throw my hat _in for themayo
Ehﬁgve noggégén%fogg g?ergﬁgigé for agy elected officg. and that is abgglﬁfelyss.
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HARE: Is that just here in the city, or do you mean this on a state-wide level?

Ji+ I don't there is a place for as free a thinker as I am at this stage., I
hope I'm wrong. I would serve, of course, if I could serve, but it seems tome
that wher a man speaks as I just spoke about Cuba, mentdn that you would go to
Cuta because of detente, I must say that while I was in Cubz I also mentioned
to them highly idealistic people their intervention in angola was greatly appre-
ciated but I warned them that Uncle Sam is in a kinda bpad state of mind these
days. He's sorta like the man that went through the menopause who once was the
most attractive guy around town, the most potent guy around ten, but he's lost
ks girlfriend in Vietnam and he's lost them in Cambodia and@ Angola and & lot of
places in the world . They say that he is a dangerous craature because when you
we read a few weeks ago a man had gone through that very period who suspected
his wife was having an extramarital affair and ends up killing her and killed
the grandehildren, not in my church but not to farremoved irom our community.
and wiped out everyone. I said to the Cuabans you're going to hade to be very
careful with your idealism beeause it is a realistic fact that Americ is sick,
is disturbed as anyone would be that has had greatpower and misused it un-
fprtunately, and then see that power removed suddenly, lose all that potential,
that potency, that attraction. America has had somany reverses, 1 vwas amazed
that they got by with angola, So I.asked them what would you do if you are
axkiggxaxiinbakxian asked in Zimbahwe. They said well we have not been asked.
Sut if it was a ropulist reaction we would have to go. I said don't you realize
that could bring about thermonuclear war. One littie lddy in the Central
Committee said to me: we all have to die sometime. You can't start compromising
your principles, you have to live by your principles. and I hope that Amerta
is aware of this, the Cubans are not the type of people you will change by
bluffing, no more than you are going to change Anrerica and we do have some
realistic Gifficulties out there. We need a new change in foeeign relations,
we're going to have to have dialogue, we've got to have disarmament. ny Godg,
every minute is inereasing the dangers of war by accident, and no one wins

in a thermopuclear and I'm all for Carter's reemphasis of moral values, rather
than thinking pragmatically wheter we have twomore missiles than the Soviet
Tnion. In the first place if we just had a limited humber of misiles its

not enéugh of a deterrent.

HARE}, You know millions ofpeople visit Washington, D.C. every year. vihy
dié your church get the Tourist of the Year Award?

JJs well the WASHINGTONWIPOST gave us that because when we go into any area,
we are ecology minded and so we cleaned up that little pool that they have
there and it was a terrible thing. Kany tourists come in...they throw all
their paper and debris in the pool. .

ADT

HART: You mean you literally got out and cleanede...

JJ:+ We got.inside that pool, some of us 70 and 80, rolled up thepant leg ac
got in there and cleaned that city up like it has not been cleaned ever.
We do it every ygar, but it just happened to be noticed vy the Washington Fost.

HARE: Do you do this in most of the places you stop on the way to where
you are going?

J:+ Everywhere we go, and as a result-~I didn't do it for that reason--we have

found that it has won some peogle, In_Georgia they closed off an entire rest
area to us. we were so hot and tired in the neat of the sumuer.

HARE: Why did they close it off?
JJs Racism.
HARE: The forsr home of our President,

LRS-

PR - e = POV




i3F0 REACTICNS 3/5/7. ‘
Fage 13

Jdt Yes, yes.m They saw our buses coming with all those people integrated
and they felt threatened by it and so they closed the facility, but we got

off the buses and began picking up paper and the man who operated the rest
stop

JJ+ 3 hours we had to do it, it wasn't any easy thing td 853 ik through. ve
Aouxx¥€x Finally the chap felt guilty, I guess, came out and: operd up,%e dis-
gruntiedhe watched us the rest of the day because we had a breaBidownas a result
of it. Ve needed some water badly for one of the motors, we had a braakdown

in the bus and he watched us for 10 hours and finally he came out, an 0lé white
Séutherner, typical, he lokked just like one-of those rebels of the Cofederacy,
e came up and said that there was something ke I want to do for you folks.

And he pulled out a.card, it was his Ku Klux Klan membership, and ke tore it

uptin iront of our eyes. That made me believe that it was possible to communi-
ca =1 e .

H4RT: Well how did you contain the people on the bus to work so many hours
without anyone getting angry, and starting a hassle there.

Jd3: That comes from that long tradition of passivism you know, We are a

-gentle people that will overcome, do any measure to ovepome evil with gentle

measures and enéuring measures beeause we have seen and worked with people,

vwe have people in our congregatdn who were former anahies of the Xu Hlux klan,
a John Zircher in our congregation. It pays to try to persist with people.
Love does overcome evil if you can endure. and it isn't my doigz, its a
concensus., we want to try so much to break down the barriers--and we d¢id
oreak down a barrier there.

»IRZs well you certainly proviged the ezample, and I think peopie:need to
see an example because that man that operated that rest stop he was raised

all of mex his life, he was taught racism. He was touched. e saw anolder
black woman walking hand in hand with a small caucasian child andhe was
touched by it. Xe saw integration working ad it moved nim to call his memnver-
shir in the Klan, WHICHL is unbelievabilel

65t Ke called inthe newspaper in that little segregationist town and they toou
a picture of our oldest black woman which is 106 and 97 @hite and he took =z
pictuee right vetween thea.

wIkEs I don't know if he still lives in that area.

HARLs Yes. They probably ran him out. following that kind of act.

what do you ultimtely plan to do with Feoples Temple? I understancd that at
one time you were very ill. Was it cancer, or leukemia or something you had?
Somehow through your psychic healing pwers you sought of hezled yourself.

- Cancer.

5%%“ That's what I was diagnosed as. Dlany years ago. kexkExixxx I believe
that mind is an untapped resource. wWhen we see the Sovét Union who are
atheists who believe in dialetic materialism, when they're spending a million
dollars as some people say a day studying the phenomina dparanorma, Xxxx we'd
petter consider it. Dr. Frandas Dunbar said that, she speaks of all <these
remissions, our most eminent pgchiatrist just by attitude, so I think we un-
derestimate the power of mind. e have seen a number of people in our congre-
gation healed through love therapy as we call it, and I would consider thest
we haven't even begun to touch this_resource, It happened for me. I'm not
saying that there Is_ any_ panacea. 1 con't think he has_a thing to_dowith
goodness, I don't think it zkmur® should exclude medical science, ifs very
important that we rezlize that spiritual healing or psychic kEX healing is

not a panacea.
7N
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HARE: Now where do you see Peoples Temple going?

53: Right on trying to plod wherever a need calls us . The last few days

we've beern at the International Hotel. +'s important that the systenwork

for little people. 4ndé it would have been a terrible, terrible biighton

San Francisco if there had been a confrontation there because those likle

people were just going to lay down and die. They were not violent. There

were no weapons there contrary to statements of some because I've done athoroggh
investigation,_ they invited us in. Je put 3000 peple around there ané we

hear¢ it said that people realized thatthere could hae been a volatile situ-
ation and a stay of execution. I hope the communiy will allow little people

at least to feel at times thesystem works. If we dont, it's going to be a
combustion,

HARZ: Do you think the reason they call your church the Internztion2l Hotel
besuse you were sc actively involvedin 1t? )

331 I think some people do. I think they think we ae the headquarters for
the hotel, but we didn't even know the hotel until we saw their need.
HiRE: Thet's better than being called the Hotel Fanoi which you wil have
to remember as something very special in this county being rderred tos

I'd like to thank Pastor Jones and i.ichal Prokes from thePeoples Teiple.

As you knov this Church ang the ReverendJim Jones hae never failed to
public or private appeals for assistance in thepursuit and protection of

inéividual liberty ané freedom. Thank you so much ‘for-joinig us today on
Beactions.
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