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neighbor of mine, I'm going back ove
came through the San Francisco Tempe
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I think it will break the spirit of
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adopted children I still have in my
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have been threatened.™- An animal was beaten to death;
one cat'was killed, anothe oné was hunged that hapened to belong to a

children at 12 o'clock, knowing that
the report to the San Prancisco law enforcement people; our church has
threatened to be dynamited. t
It disturbs me. I know it prdbably is no morethan an article, it cer-

tainly is.e..2but if we dont do something about this anarchistic tedency
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r “some “time. This very week a cafl
+esesaying they were going toget my
my childr?en weren't home. We made

¥e are in a violent era.

this great Republic.,

pd Rl : .
olanimals, were these demonstriios that
were put on at your church or near your church? . ~.. .. .. i
Probably not haveing our church properly guarded which we nhow have
. 1t guarded night and day, 2% hours a day,
.and _did this brutdlity to nur animals,
'whelmed, I'm speéchless that people would take their vengence out against
e by hurting little animals or theatening my adopted children, the sevral

they got into the animal shelter
senseless brutality, I'm over-

home. The threats mre incredible. They

don't seem to mind who they threaten,

They called the rest home, where
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we're submanaging. Ye believe in a kind of innovative program in one of . ih
our senior citizen homes where the older People run their own affairs, do :
their own cooking and only call on RREXXHEXREEERRAEX us for nursing per- ., . P2
sonnel and other professionl people as resources andthen of course we do 1€
the heavy domestic work. -We have a lady there by the name of lirs. LeTourneau
you probably have heard of the LeTourneau family, a very prominent caucasian :
family, they called up and threatened this womanby name, an 86-year-old .- e,
woman, threatened her! Now this is absurd. If they have an issue with

me, I am a fearléss individual, I'1l be-glad to meet anyone and talk with
them, whatever their opinion, however hostile, if they would sit down as

the old prohhet Isaih $aid' and let 'us reason together, but this isridiculous
and it is horrendous, they can thresen innocent people all around me, and
all I am guilty of ig Presenting my views as I see them, and I think we're
guaranteed that as last I remember by Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Assembly
or Right to our Religious Convictions. . s e .
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"Cs This is what I am trying té accomplish here. 1I'm hoping’ that thhough .
: our conversatinn wé can shed a little bit oflight on the situation andper-
. ... .haps help some people to understand. Mape we.can do some of that if you .z
-could give us a Iittle bit of your background perhaps, how you happen -to '~
‘come to Redwood Valley, where you came from. - I .thnk Pbeople..well I*'11 -
" speak for myself, I know little more than the news.

JJs T see, ﬁhll; for instance we were subpqéed to have been run out of
Indiana. We came to this area because as you have noticed in recent articles,
the Los Angeles Times for instance, take quite a coverage of the ridés of
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the Ku Klux Klan and that they have ope

n cross burning meetings in our city.
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Having adopted minority children, ch

threat, but contrary to being run ou
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or's Commission on Human Rights,

Et about,

he greatest results possib . 1

the other gaper which is a much more conservative paper
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7 community’ leadership, and we .came here with the hope EﬁtCa.lifomians having %
- % Indians here, all racial groups, a pretty cosmopolitan mixture, that we e
‘ could have some peace. And I've lived in the inner city being a governmental i
- employee as well as.a pastor. We had ‘s 'ghetto church that .served 2,000 fepee %
: meals to the ‘poorest of people for 13 long years and you might say we were =
o tired from the battle ang oy children, I've somewhat placed them on the N
¥ altar ‘of community service.. So some of us....decided we would like to re- =
5 locate and establish our church here, not proselytize, no one in this com- B
T Munity can ever say that we rapped on a door or gone house t6 'héuse trying i'{“ “
e to win anyone., People who have come to our church have come a desparate o3
é'_.-: world of drugs and they have been rehabilitated, 140: Our People dont use up
B drugs, even alcohol or tobacco. We've been tolg repeatedly from law en- =
& Brecement up and down thisstate that once a Person unites with our churh £,
3 they've never hagd trouble with thelaw thereafter. We are law-abiding &2
N Dbeople., If this world were made up _as good a people &s we are, there E%_
%& would be peace. There would be no alienation, He are inclusive, we hxe - §%,
5g Jewish,we have christians of all variety,.we have "blacks. Another fear I o
o hear constantly; one of ourlocal pastors who has been very supportive saids 7,
¥, Jim, it all bolls down to one thingsthe fear of the unknown. Every black g
<R Brson they see bhey think is a member of your church, and Indeed I see a s
8 1ot of black people in the community I do nét know. Actually the Redwood PN
K Valley church is 90 bercent caucasian: We have very few blacks who hae . o 2
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settled in this area, .Our black people are in San Franclsco who have Jobs_

move in, they cettainly have the right to live here if they chosse, but
as this pastor says there is a great deal of racism andfear, gk he sad
it all boils down to that race question. Thereis a fear that we are goig
to be blanketed with hundreds of black people. I think we hwe 12 black
business people here and I think about 25 black residantks. Not thats not
harcly a threat to a community. It's the unknown we fear. I understood
one person vho is an executive in the lumberindstr{, he said they used to-
tell us in the lumber industry they were going to ring in 5,000 blacks
and that.rumgr has passed through down the years, ag I really beleve in -
be@ng‘obgegtlve, I dont thnk there ig any subjectie thing in ths, much of
this is this fear because we are inclusivethat we are going to somehow
brlng in_hund;eds and hundéreds of black people which we would notdo to the
black¥ pedple in the first DPlace, and we certainly wouldnt do an economic
Picture, We have enough of a depressed economic problen and our people

ly employed. It's been hard to.get jobs. We dont have a person’
that's a-shirker in our midst. They're.good workers, hed worker sxx¥araxwax
ABX 80 ouremployers tell us we do EREZXFBRE a good job, but
Jobs are not that plentiful we have no itemion of moving people in here.
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C: From what you are séying, however, it secems quite clear tha%tthe root
of your coniroversy the difficulty seems to be the racéal issue: .

etz

Js I'm afraid so, I'g hoped Ameta had grown up in thse years of violence
. Where we have seen a number of civil rights leaders killed ag it has been

-
o

i questioned that maybe even President Kennedy was killed because he was a nan

s of peace., I would hope that this had gotten through, and inddegd to 'pastors

e of churches here. It has. I couldname names but I dont want any more trouble

B~ Itve mentioned to you. Some oi.the ind¥iduals we have been supporting. But >
dre &ﬁgﬁggg&; iln th%stcommuﬁity_%sdnot }%cking astfar as trying o bri N
.": - Nge - Y, [ FY) S V' ‘:-N.‘
$" have” many su§port£ves mfeggélwhooggge tﬁSErt§eeE§§§§?E§8$§? 1 ESS umSaRe Fy T

s BRortive.in terial wg, w t ab °1¥§l no ougside. help, for pur dne
o BRI TSy s et sbrslutle ne, ascoetshsatthen Eads,.
. The Chronicle Just wrote a very good article saying that we were widely knowvn &
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and. respected for, oursoial services and we reach out to communityprogects

of bthef‘ denominations even. We "are very generous and charitable people: ’ -

not to mention-we-educate 109 .-0f;gur own peo_plg » two of them now under: ..
total scholarship by -our chuxch medical science. And then %o think of

the vast number ef we take care of who-are ‘senior citizens and children

. whom we hae guardianship for who havé not.a penny of support who are sent’

P

from troubled areas. ;. I think an unknown factor too is thy magnify’'is
that every black they see belongs to our church, which is not true, and
then the one person called nZ8from a phone station gajd a black person

was very uncouth there, and I said that black person doesnt fit any. kind
+of description. Anothr one called me veri hatefully' two weeks ‘ago and
said. a black 'person was_beating a_ horse, saig_none of our Back people
own & horse -ahd-no black person that you described in arish lives in
the vicinity. so whoever this black-person may or ma}y; have notbeen -
it wag not a meber-of Peoples Temle Christian Cburch, -and_so I think we -
are afraid of that: every time a black person does_something, and blzk .
peo le are just humans -like. ethodist, Catholics, Irish they'e. going %o
e bad and good, - So when they sece someone do somethingthat is abnoxious -
and anti-sociable they immediately conclude that they are members of
Peoples Temple,and-not once yet have we had a _report of an -anti-social, ,.
act that that person was a member of our Temple. °~ .
Cs - Can you give some "indicatbn~of the size of the membership of your
church? =~ .7. . k. - - . .
JJs To be accurate I couldnt, it's a growing church particularly in the
metropolitan area. We have a vast membersip in Los Angeles, about 2,000
here suppose, 3,000 in San Francisco, 4,000 in Los Angeles, We are an
active -church. We.take care..of-our own people in the,tradition of the .:
scripture that says ake care fist the household of the faith and we
,believe that the church if it would-do this more there would be,legs
dager of the increasing tentacles'of big governmet bureaucracy. _This
fightens us. Some people think of us, ain I think conspiratorial -
communistic group. We'havé had peple call me a commie lover, we're going
to kill you, this that -and'the o her, If there were any more anti-~ -
ke bureacratic or big government or imperalistic or communisitic fascistist
groug than ours I dont know how it could be. Now indeed we are utopianists’
in the terms of the Acts of the Apostles. When they received their Baptism
of the Holy Sﬁlrit or their ineffable union with Christ, they .
shared and shared in that way, but again we dont have people transferring
proggarty to us, they're not willing us anything. We takggofferings in
routine ways. We have projects likeé every other church; iust taking from
our people--we %:.Lve far more than'we #ake, .but being that we-aer united
:ilgexggoguppor ive of each other sets up the traps in this day of .. .., :

ey 5

€3I "think Revrend J Ofé5 “one of the criticisms; accuradly or not, -
that many people seem to discuss and that is the belief that you're

getting rich, and then if not you personally th
Sron nE = me{:hods. you p ‘s y thenyour church somehow

JJs  Well if we're getting rich, you see a church that is underwriting
we have one case where we have someone on dialysis who have no funds,
we have paid the hospital bill locally of one membr who wasn't in...he's
not very friendly to the church but his wife is a good member. He was
generous enough to let her come to church. They've not given much maey
ggiﬁy,wbl'zt we'yg gaz.g a $200 hospitia.l bill. We've paid vetrinarian
» We Ve pald back rents of people who were some way even indirectl

related to this church, We buy Egcally. ve are a tremegdous boogt to tge
%ggrslo of thé.s community, a.nd.generous--$g.0 0 went for ecumenial chari-

oih gﬁquggu 8chern California last month; $5,000 to Dr. Irwin and the
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we ‘helped a local couple I didn't even'know, 1% was on the front page - -
of the newspaper, Who was fighting for custody of a little chlld_'bh?.t s
had become like their own and they didn't have legal fees. - Vle didn't __ - -~
even bother, we just asked the local news media if they would channel -
it very quietly or_find out first if the¥ would receive it, and we gave
Beve hundred dollars bo help -them in Their le-gial battle. You would be
amazed at what we do locally. - If we were %o pull out of this community
there would be an economic depression and a lot of people would bein
hardship. We're not tryi to accumulate wealth, we are service minded
eople, indéed we have to have a backlog of resources in orddér to maintain
09 students. You don't educate an -109 students in college on a’ shoestring,
neither can you take care of senior citizens who don't have any funds.
We don't impose pepple to remain that way, if they choose to go_on welfare
that's fine, but we have very few of our people. in proportion, I would
imagine we have less on welfare than any church of this &ize by Tar.

Ci Axyxefxi¥wse When you begin to balk about the effect on the Irxek
local economy, how many people did you say you .have locally? ..
JJs In the %total region here, I would say around 2,000 people, that .
would include some from Ldke Port. Good job of supporting and they Wy
locally. We run an ad in the paper a couie of Christmases to buy, support
local businesses, and we do that and we do it conscientiously, So I -
think if people woke up, if we were pulled .out of this community there
would be a terrible, terrible loss to a lot of businesses and a hurt to '~
the economy. * - : . . ‘h " .
. I have anticbated
it in the past, but I'm not a person to_run under fire%  The worst way to
get me....our bhurch's centers are outside, they're bigger in Los Angeles'
and_San Francisco. I have contemplated it, my -people do not wish to, I: -

T

Ci Are you havmg any thoughts in_ that gi;fet‘l;ionz Yes.

would not dream of trying to move 2,000 people. No. 2R Ratisxmyxhecs ERRXX
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¥ But my headquarters may become. mcregsmgly.:..pom‘bing'towargl a metro- - .
Py politan area, but I would never move under fire because_that represents .-
ol a trend. Other good people then would suffer accordingly. -If peopleses, | &
¥ if biggots, or even poorly informed people who.are frenzied from their .. %
N own fear and paranoia, if they can achieve running people out that way, .” %
. no good person is safe so I don't work that,way,-1'd rather die than run 5
-4 under fire., - . - e L AR A 4 ' P c»;
N . e e . T LI R 4
2 ¥ Ci1 Reverend Jones our .time has run.out, perhaps we can éxplore hour }
DR Peoples Temple Church a little further next week when we continue our .. %
. discussions. . . Rt A
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