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REGION NO. 1
Tel: X0EPAEZN
RD31/69 1st Novembsr, 1977.
Cde, Jim Jones,
People's Temple Agricultural Project, N
Jonestown,
Kaituma,

Dear Comrade,

N

I am sending you a summary of the discussion which representatives
of ths People's Temple had with the Cde$ Regional Minister and Regional
Development Officer on 17th October. ’

Cde. Minister trusts that a positive response to ths Administrationts
proposals will not be much longer in coming

Yours co-operatively,

2l L2
(W.Do WYATT)

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICER,
REGION #1,

cecs Cde, P,A. Reid, General Sectstary,
P.N.c.
Cde, Vincent Teekah, Minister of
Educatione
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On Monday 1T7th October, 1977 Cds. Ministsr of Stats, Region No.l. and his
Regional Development Officer met representatives of the FPsoplsts Templs Agriculturel
Project. Ropresentatives of that Organisation were

. Cdes. Johonny Jones
Ava Jonss
Anita Kallsy
Las Ingram
Sharon Amos
Carolyn Layton

The purpcas of ths mesting was to discuss relations between ths Peoplsls
Tenmpls and the rest of the Sub~Region.

Cds, Ministsr alluded to the &riginal understanding betwsen ths Regional
Adainistretion and the Psoplets Tenpls underlying the latter?s ssttlement in the
§n£tuxaa arsa, That understanding was that the Settlement would be intesgrated with
the rest of ths Kaituma Community, Their activities had started in this way,.

People from Kaituma had gone to work at Jonss Town and imparted their knowledge of
local agriculturel prectices, Lataxr the Peopls's Templs had dispsnsed with thoss
persone® services. HNow there was no membexr of the Kaituma Community employsd

with the Peoplots Temple. Hs considsred that this was not in keeping with the spirit
of intagration, It was his wish that the position be corrscted, To this end it

was propossd that ths Peocplsts Templs accept groups of Guyanese, about 20 at a time,
to work with the Jonestown Community and participate in farming and othsr activities.
The Guyansss would, in this way, bs lsarning ths industry, organisation and diasciplins
of the Templs Community, which had shown considerable progress. Since members of
that community were not paid for their work Guyansse would not bs expscted to be paid,

The representatives of the Psople's Templs said they would have to take
this proposal back for considaration of the membsrs as a whols. In the meantims they
offored the Kaituma Co mmunity the ssrvices of their wmedical personnsl on ons day
a waek = £n the Port arsa, Thair "Watsr Dsviner™ was also availabls to ths community
to identify ths location of ground water as hs had dons at Jonestown.

Cde, Minister thsn refarred to the schooling of children of ths Settlemsnt
It was desirable, he said, that ths sducation of these children ba integrated with
that provided by ths State. The Community School at Kaituma provided education from
Nursery to Secondary levsls. He had observed that thers ware hundrrds of children
at Jonestown, These children should be sent to the Kaituma School. There was
accommodation for about 200 additional children at the Secondary levsl and othsrs
st othor lesvels. B

Hs was awars that ths Templs was' conducting it's own school. However
sducation and the establishment and conduct of schools in Guyana ware governed by -
Guyana legislation and it was nscsasary that thers bs compliance with the relevant
1sgislation. He was not awars that the achool at the Peoplets Temple Project was in
compliance with ths law,
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The represantatives of the Pecpls's Templs sxplained that ths children
at the Ssttloment had & bsckground of persscution and wsrs genarelly disadvantagsd,
in their native comunities, They had cone recently into a nsw and congenial
situation at Jones Town, It would be traumatic to, so soon, remove them to ancthe ¢
strangs school snvironmant and sway from the peopls thay knsw and had coms to trust,
In addition there would bs the problem of transport bstwsen Port Kaituma and the
Broject,

They were Enformed that transportation of children st the Secondazy lsvel
would be four times per texw, &t the beginning and snd of term and at mid-tern
whan thsy wers ellowed to go howe on holiday for a wsek-end,

Tha Templs ropressntatives saw this as yst another difficulty, since
the children ware required to participate in an ongoing programme of oriantation,
living away @ll tarx would intersfsrs with this progreamas,

Thoy were informed that consideration might be given to concassions as
follows s=

1) 4n the beginning soms children less likely to suffer from the
changs might be sslected to attend the Kaituma Schools

11) They might be psrmittsd to go homs at waek-onds during the sarly
psriod; '

111) =members of the Temple might visit them at prearranged pariods
during the term, '

Again the representatives of the Peoplets Templs wished to discuss
thess proposals with other mombsrs % In the meantims they wers offering the services
of persons knowledgeabls in art and craft to toach parft-tims at ths school,

Cde, Minister informod thom that since the tarm was already advanced
an sarly decision was required,

At ths requsst of the delogation Cde, Ministar explainsd ths procedure
for bscoming membsrs of the Peoplsta National Congresa.
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