21 February, 1978

Hon. Dr. Ptolemy Reid
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of National Development . . .o
Camp Street :
Georgetown Ce L

Dear Doctor Reld;

We have never found Minister Hoyt to be that friendly to us but we would like
to know how we can make him realize that we have always praised him and upheld
him and hls department. We try to work closely with the government in its goals
and It is a credit to him If we have any successes in this distriet. It tertainly is
a credit to no-one when the situition is hanidled in this manner wlth a public state-
ment made and signed by a Minister of Government.,

We just wanted 'to’ be helpful and that's what we thought we were doing. Thnt
article Minister Hoyt objected to, which mentioned Lt. Governor Dymally, was not
meant to be self-serving. Jim Jones didn't dictate that article word for word anyway
and when he heard it, he.said, "I wish they hadn't put in that phrase” (the phrase that
mentioned Peoples Temple providing mesdical services to the entire North West Dis
Trict). For oune thing, that statcmenl certainly doesn't mean that we are the only medi-
cal service in thedl strict. And also, we who did put the article in the paper, dii it
on Instructions from two other officinls who stated to us that it needed to be monﬂunpd
that we were extending our services to othera besides out own cooperative. |

If some way we could just got some kind of approval frdm the government, we
would fee] more secure. We don't expect the government to praise ug to evervone,
but we don't understand why it is nacessary for someone like Mintster Hoyt to dofraet
from our program. The article he wrote opened up problems for us. Somobmh called
us immediately and stated that "Tim Stocn is going to get assistance from Minister
Hoyt." Yet we were told that the John Vielor situation was alright now and we were
glad for such assurances. We have to be able to operate with some semblance of
security that our members won't be taken away from a secure and loving comnmunity
in a soclalist nation into. racist and reactionary homes. We cannot allow (from =
moral standpoint) people to be used as pawns. John's parents both abandonad him.
Grace sald she did not like John and did not want to be burdened by him. She left him
- Jong ako to the care of others anl now when he is secure with his dad and others who
Jove him, she and Tim Stoen raise a fuss just to use him to get even against a social-
ist group. This is a moral question that we as a group have decided Is Imporiant to
us. It s not just a question of dim Jones' child, but the principle of the thing; we
fecl that if you come for one you come for all. We, of course, would never be in any
conflict with the goverament of Guyana, but we.would rather die than have a ‘chill
taken away from his only security to disrupt his life. If they do this wtth ona, thoy
can feel they can do this with olhers on some trumped dp le:

Thore has boen difflculty for some In understanding ouf posltlon hare. Bomp who
have been agalnst us and who now see an article criticlzing us say, 'Well, now we can
move {n. ..

We would appreclate the oppartunity of soclng you at least once to communicate .

-hnut these things as communications are very lmportants Some feel you won't gee us
that you can disassoelate youraclf {rom us {f you want to do so in the future. One
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21 February, 1978 °

Hon. Dr. Ptolemy Reid e
Deputy Prime Minister and ’
Minister of National Development —_—
Camp Street
Georgetown ]

Dear Doctor Reld;

1 .

We have nev\e_r found Minister Hoyt to be that friendly to us but we would ke
to know how we can make him realize that we have/always praised him and upheld
hlm and his departmept. We try to work closely svith the government in its goala
and It 18 a credit to hidq If we have any successes in this district. It certainly 18
a credit to no-one when the situation i8 handled in this manner with a public atale-
ment made and signed by & Minister of Goveranment. ..

We just wanted 'to be helpful and that's Wwhat we thought we were doing. That
article Minister Hoyt objectedito, which mentioned Lt. Governor Dymally, was nol
meant to he self-serving. Jim'Jones didn't dictate that article word for woril anvway
and when he heard it, he said, "f wish thoy hadn't put in that phrase" (the phrage that
mentioned Peoples Temple providing medical services to the entire North West Dis
Trict). For one thing, that statement certainly doesn't mean that we are the onty medh -
cal service in thedistrict. And also, we who did put the article in the paper, dht it
on Instructions from two other officialg who stated to us that it needed to be mentioned
that we were extending our services tg others hesides our own cooperative.

If some way we could just get fomeNkind of approval from the governmen!, we
would feel more secure. We don't bxpecet the government to pratse us to evervons,
but we don't understand why It is nheessary Yor czomeone ltke Minister Hoyt to dntiac
from our program. The article he wrole opeted up problems for us. Somehndy «ifled
s immediately and stated that "T'im Stocn is going to get assistance from Minister
Hovt." Yet we were told that the John Victor situation was alright now and we were .
glad for such assurances. We have to be able to Spgrate with some semblance of
gecurlty that our members won't be taken away froma secure and loving communits
in a soclalist nation into . racist and renctionary homes. We cannot allow (from »
moral standpolnt) people to be used as pawns. John's parents both abandonnd him.
Grace sald she did not like/John and did not want to be blirdened by him. She left him
. long afio to the care of uthérs ani now when he is secure Vith his dad and others who
love him, she and Tim Stoen raise a fuss just to use him fp get even against a aactal-
ist group. Thisis a m?/'-.tl question that we as a group have decided is Important to

us. It {8 not just a question of Jim Jones' child, but the prijeiple of the thing; we
feel that if you come fqr one you come for all. We, of course, would never be in any
conflict with the govey?amenf. of Guyana, but we would rathér d{e than have a chikl
taken away from his only securlty to disrupt his life. If they dp this with one, thoy
can feel they can do this with others on some trumped up lie.

There has bee(: difficulty for some in understanding our p&ltlon' here. Some who
have been'agalnst us and who now see an article criti¢izing us say} "Well, now we can
move In.' .

We would approciate the opportunily of gooing you at least onco‘ to con- .
about these thinga us communications are very important. Some feel yourv- w us
8o that you can disassociate yourself from us if you want to do so in the * w, One
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person tol’ .. Lluntly that you have this approach towards us: Don't get too close,

80 you un criticize, disassociate yourself, or throw us out. We'd rather die than go through
this. We've pever been accustomed to a put off from you. We would like some imput

in how to deal with Minister Hoyt because we have heard from many that he I8 a man

of quick temperament. All he would have had to do Is tell us "don't do this" or "don't

do that" and we would have followed that line he gave us. We just don't see any point

in any evidence of division. L

We are very glad to communicate with Minister Mingo . He's a kindly,
attentive and loyal person to you Dv. Reid. We try to take our problems to Minl-
ster Mingo only. It is difficult to commuinicate at times unless you know what (s
golng on and you are up to date on lssues. We like to face reality, whatever it is.

We do not expect VIP treatment in any way. . Obviously Jim Jones doesn't
expect this because he has spent eight months doing manual labor In agriculture and
evenings QSLing (ham radio operation). He doesn't envy you your work; he empa-
thizes with you deeply, ‘as the burden is great when one 18 a.deeply committed leader.

Jim Jones has found fulfillme nt in bis life In Serving obter people. He docs
nothing for himself and has given up his home. His fulfillment is {n adopting children.
What he doasn’t have in talent he makes up for in continual hard work; of course he
s very humble. We'd all be able to do more, however, if we didn't have to worry
about John's situation. .

.. .: Inorder to present our dide on John's situation, ‘Marceline Jones and othr
learlers went to Washington, D.C. and spoke to many influential people. "Not anly
are they reaching those who Tim Stoen atlempted to lobby and employ on his rid»
but they are getting new, support. Thnse Tim Stoen influenced are now stepping out of
the situation and no longer will be party to Tim Stoen's manipulations. Thus, not
only thosé of soclalist or progressive persuasion but even moderates are seelng that

the Stoen case Involves more than what Tim and Grace Stoen have stated In reganis
to John. )

Our delegation told these people that the Guyanese people have a great sense
of good will towards the United Stales and that the media in Guyana respects the
US. We know some people don't feel that way, in fact far more than you know, hut
we know that when we feel secure and understood, we can make an tnvaluable con~

tribution In this area. We aren't making any demands for material assistance or
any requests. . .

If Jim Jones could just get this case olf his mind, he is a very good planner

and his encrgles could help Guyana immensureably. We could get ourself estabiished
- basically and then we could put our money inlo the economy of Guyann and help in
areas lke tourism. Tourismm might. help both Guyana and the United States and we
would be willing to help in this arca if you are interested. We are primarily in-
terested in developing our agriculture and our cooperative but if it would be of use

to bring in tourists, in terms of the economics of this country, we have some Ilease

in this area. We have made a lake that could become a tourist.attraction aml we are
going to be stocking it with fish. We could make a tourist team in the area and Kaituk
Falls as well as other tourist attractions could bring in money. We could use our

pilot to fly in charters. Hunting and fishing could be a big thing, Of course, tourists would
bring In hunting supplies but they could be checked. "'We are also getting a zoo together.
Jdim Jones loves thls country and is teaching us to love it more eveiy day and we just
want to do what we can to ho of hoalp to Guyann. ’

v
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Our loyalty is based on you and the Prime Minister. We always stand ready
o help you If there i8 a problem Internally or externally in the country. Minister
Mingo recently allayed our fears that you were in jeopardy. Rumors arise and go
it helps to he able to talk with snmcone like Minjster Mingo.

We are trying to follow what we know to be the course that you're taking,
whatever pain we've had with the US. We realize the {nvaluable contribution some
people can make when they feel secure and understood. We are slow about bringing
people 1n becuase we wanted to be sure everybody was just right for Guyana and
therefore hundreds and hundreds.wanted to come but they were screened carefully.
We can say at this point that we have no anti-gocial behavior and that is a matter
of open Investigation. We have no racism, no sexism and no agelsm.

Your kindness and warmth when we talked to you at the District Conference
_ gave us a great deal of reassurance. We hope you will be able to visit Jonestown
soon 80 that you can see for yourself that we are attempting to be productive and
that we are trying to exemplify the goals of Guyana.

Cooperatively yours,

'

- s
i “..! gt /;.,l,.,‘.e-"l,d/',
Mary '/{nn Conners
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w5 ' 22. February, 1078

Prime Minlster Forbes Burnham
Public Bulldings, Brickdam .
- Georgetown

Dear Prime Minister Burnham;

I am writing to let you know that Marceline Jones (Cde. Jim Jones' wife)
is presently in Washington D.C. She is trying to counteract what Tim and Grace
Stoen and thelr attorney, Jeffrey Haas, did in Washington when they madé a few
contacts with right wing Congressmen. We were told by Richard McCoy of the
American Embassy that he even felt that it was unfair that Jeffrey Haas was using
such high pressure lobbying in the case.

To present the other side of the story, Marzeline Jones spoke with Congress-
men . - Most of the people she spoke to like Congressman Burton told her they were
very glad she was able to come and talk to them and give some background infor-
mation about Tim and Grace Stoen. She showed them the papers that Tim and Grace
wrote; the paper Tim signed that requested dim Jones to father a child by Grace;
the piper in which Tim states his feclings about Grace being an unfit mother who Is
a raclst reactionary, and the paper In which Grace requested counselling for Tim
because he has a compulsive problem of transvestitism. The Congressmen s tated
that this information removed them from any responsibility in the matter and re-
loaved them. They had heard a few opinions from right wingers but were glad to
hear the other side of the story. We will be able to provide you with a 1ist of all
those people that Marceline talked to who are positive to what we are doing in
Guyuna. Of course, Marceline used the opportunity to speak of Guyana In glowing .

- terms, the respect here for human rights, the integrity of \people in officlal positions
and of course the beauty and friendliness we have found. She encouraged the Con-,
gressmen to support Guyana in all ways.

With the contacte Marceline is making in Washlngton. we certalnly hope that
will counteract the few reactionary contacts that Haas has been able to collect.
Jdohn Victor Is vital to the total survival of our program. We cannot allow this child
to be sacrificed to fascist reactlonarys. R

. We are doing all we can, in general, to be good will ambassadors for Guyana
and for the United States. We have a list of 2,000 people we have contacted so far
all over the world, but mostly in the United States, through our ham radio operation.
This media has great potential (humanitarian potential) between countrles as there
has been cooperation of mauy doctors and offers of pharmaceutical supplies.

Many people you talk to on the ham radio are Interested in talking to you

because they want to add Guyana to the areas that they have talked to elsewhere in
the world. But many’ people are sincerely interested In Guyana. And after hear-
ing about the qualities of Guyana, many would like to vacation here and some are

, interested in settling Here. We give them a generalized picture of the beauty, the

* friendliness of the people, the loveliness of the land and the goverament, without

a sking them for anything. They ask that we correspond with them (this whole process
of radio communication and subsequent letlers is called QSLing in ridlo lingo}. In
our correspondence we have made up for any charges that have been circulatc -l by the
Stoens against Guyana because we have suggested in an Indérect way that th , could be
helpful to Guyana. Frank Tumminia when he visited Jonestown stated th-t he was very
pleased {! 1t in on e day alone he received 150 letters from people in the US asking that
the Ui . 1t Guyana and mentioned Jim Jones.
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Mi* er Wills' reassuring attitude was most helpful considering Bunny
Mann * 1d us that we would lose the Stoen case. We don't think that you would
like “junny Mann to make that kind of communication as it certafinly is not
diptomatic.

We also heard from Richani McCoy at the American Embassy that
Brintley Benn who wrote a negative article about Peoples Temple asked him
for CIA help to overthrow the Government of Guyana because the goverument's
goals and our goals of Socialism arz the same. The same loyalty that we have
for a child, John Victor, we have for you.

We will be willing to stand up vehemently if there is a problem internally
or externally and whatever comes we are committed to you and Dr. Retd and
the PNC. We like to face reality and would like to be kept Informed on issues.
* We apprecite the opportunity you have given us to serve in Guyana, and if we can
serve with some assurances that we will not be denied survival as_a total group
without threats to any individual or child within the group, we will give our com-
plete and undying loyalty to Guyana and to those of you who stand up for socialism.

Cooperatively yours,

]
Wanta wm o Commeda

Mary Ann Conners
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Deer Cde. I'inister

We wish to share with you scme concerns of mutual interest in the
building of goodwill and friends for Suyana. ‘e have found such a channel
in zmateur radio, It is known as ©2Slinz" in radic slang, or making
comtact with other licensed operstors arcungd the , exchanging conver-
saticon, etec. All three of our license¢ anztzur r stations - George-
town, Jonesgtown, andé San Francisce - engace in 29 , with the purpose
of improving goodwill for CGuya%a. The enclosed 1 taken from this weeks
traffic, shows part of the nearly ‘two thousand contacts that have been
made recently., Cde, Jim CJones %as made ma=y of these corntacts personzlly,
working late into the night iastead of sleepirg,
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This communications first starte@ when we were helping a Zritish Hon-
duras patient with a medical emergency. HMany other stations zlready knew
of us an¢ had been listening for some time. Doctors, medical peorple,
rhermacists, drug store owners, people in agricultvre, vniversity professors,
and prominent officials all said they respected what we are doing, and
were very impressed. we said that it was due to the cooperation and help
of Suyanz, as we naturally always give all credit to Guyana. 4lthough we
can't change pecple, all we talked to seemed very sincere and responsive.
Frankly, we were 2 bit taken back by the overwhelming favorable response.

We vreise Juyana to everyone we talk to, -explaining what we are doing
with our agricultural project, medical program, ané other rmutual concerns
with Guyara, We explain how the new administration must recognize the -
growing nationalism of this vart of the world, and how third world non-al-
ligned countries must be allowed tc pursue their own course. All seeme@
to understand this, Ve also told them that our group was totelly integrat-
ed, and although we know there is growing racism in tke states, these
Teorle did not Gemonstrate razcist attitudes. Even cxe whe seeme? to be in-
itially racistic was moved by the descrivtions of Guvarz., We have alsc
tzlked of the cocperation of +the Guvanz Tefemse Force in takins pecrle out
from our yrofect in emergenices, anc how one very high rankiwc officer even

€ave up his own place on the plane t0 z woman of humtle circuamstances.

»

The response to the QSLing has been significant in many ways. %e have
had 21l kinds of positive offers from nany 8ifferent people just from the
Sescriptions we give, Ve always talk of the high standard of living, the
economics of the country, the beauty of the carital, how Guyana is an ex-
ample of democracy at work, the good things the. government does, the beauty
of the scenery, the harmony of the people, and the loveliness of our project.
we've had offers of eguiopment and farm information, ilany universities have
come on frequency and offered their assistance and ¥nowledge, including
the Univ, of Arizona, Duke Univ., and ‘the Univ. of Floridz., OCne Univ. of
Cklahoma professor even had his entire class listsn. CTeoctors have offered
their assistance with medical consultations, scne traffic even goinz into
Getailed and complicated surgical procedures., Cther doctors offer to get
ve ma2dical gupplies, including some vitally reedsl medications that are muck
in demand. Cne -doctor is considering retirinr here, and mzny peorle have -
talked ahout -coming to Guyana to visit.

been over 300 letters of praise this week offering services,

5 support, ané we'd@ be more tha= havpy to show all of trem to
ike. Tt is too costly to photocory all of them, but we are
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sen”ine a few as examples. It is rreovinr to be a wowdgrful way of cren-

inr .up relatio-s betwee~ meople who tave weverfbees friendly. my, commjé-
icaticns cver ham radio seem to beak down differences of opiniorn, "brezkd

gcvn differences in generszl, and interests veople in Cuyana and our pro-
gram, It is s0lidifying ue, end getting rid of the polarization between

-

Tou can see the tremendous potential, I'm sure. If you have
any guestions you can check with these stations by dropping them a letter.
In fact, I'm sure they would arvreciate any letter of encouragement vou
could write, ; - : .

“We want to assistOuyana in whatever vax rossible. We are giving our
energies in terms of agriculturzl production teczuse it is a Cebt we owe.
¥e want fo help with the course yov have determined you must tzke. When-
ever possible we are gecing that with the T.S., (even though we've had our
vains with racists and certain segments of the U.S. media that have been
ovtrageous in their coverage)., Cde. Jim Jones' wife, larceline, end a
delegation of prominent leaders were well received in #astington D.C. by
2 host of civil rights leaders and people of inflvence and orominence.
There is even 2 good possibility they will be-meeting with iire. Rosalyn
Carter (as I'm sure you know, Jim Jones met and dired with rs.Carter last
Year) to get that-kind of positive support for Cuyana. :

Our sole desire is to do what is best for Guyana, We want it clearly
known that our loyalty is to the Peoples “ational Congress. We are trying
our best to show assimilation, and to do it we are extending our services
to the community. In no way do we feel that we are the "teachers" in CGuy-
ana when it is we who have been tavght a rreat dedl by fellow Guyanese,

e offer our medical expertise, and share our information and knovledge,

an aprreciate greatly the medical knowledge and¢ information that is shared
with us, There have been some mutually very beneficial things done in sev-
eral different areas, a2nd we trv to offer our services to as many peonle

as possible, 4t the time the press release was written about It. Governor
Tymally's visit to Jonestown, there were six pecple from different surround-
1ng communities waiting to be treated 2t our medical clinic. I- no way do
vwe feel that we are the "sole™ givers of thinrs rositive, 2and we owe our
very exigtence to the openness and hosritality of the Suyanese peovle.

Pumors seem to abound in every societv, ané we have heard that peorle
are saying that we intend to branch out. This is simply not trus. We are

merely

striving to builé a model conmunity and agricultural cooperztive,

where there ig
tehavior,

211,

T ke

» Eranching oui,

Sewveral have made comments ‘that we haude
latest being Dr. Feter Fernandes, who s2id he 6icY't mina being quoted at
""is ovservaticn was that Jonestown is "the ruvrest form of
= 1tevVe seen rracticszd anvwhere in the worll."

nc racizal division, no sexism, no ageism, and no anti-social
succeeded in this, the

socialigm

YWie %ave nsver even talked about

and we are even taking great care in brincing our people

over slowly sc they can be screened preperly and so thet they have plenty of
time to adjust to the cultural shock, That is one of the reasons we ask
reople to sympathize with the fact we need cur ovr school and medical cliniec,

. Qur cooperative isn't relirious, as we are ecumenical, and have 211
religions rerresented in our community. ¥e wish to be of assistance to
everyone, anéd if, for example, we coulé help Guyanese children by taking .

w

?  ther in, we would be more than happy to do so as long as they didn't op-
. posé-the cocperative lifestvle we choose to live in as our solution o
huran problems, .
ecision making (21l are fully informed as to all aspects of events pert-
inent to 1life on “the project).
any result of a cooperztive undertaking should be rut back in o help assist
50, support Gurana - atsolvtely and totally.

211 members of the Jonestown community varticipzts in
T J J
e have already decided unanimously that -

we Xnow that people arz us-

e

ey g o waw o ”
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vally motirzte? Ty self-interest, hft we've Tcound enlistvtesed self-intzrzct
hvrazitarizn concerns suck as adorthing chil<rer {Jim 16w hase seven) ars
much mors SUlriNlisgd

Certzinly, Jim Jonmes kas broven where his interests lay, e hag
gizved for over 2 months in cnhe area, working the fields by cay ané
Siing at niznt, usually only getting 2 or 3 hours sleep. 4né though
“LEre aren't many wio can keep up that pace, he would rather be zctiv
than sitting ang worrying sbout things. He has seen the politicgl 1i
17 the T.S, and is tired of it an¢ disanrointed. e has s2id mz'ry times
he esn't envy vour role, or your responeitility, e knows the awesome
weirtt a leader feels when pecple Gepend cor ki for guidance, azd cde 1y

expathizes with you in that respect, ‘e has no initerest whatsoever
rPoiitical gain, “If he were in the TS,

pr

-r-exds he coul@ inform them of the bezuty cf FIvwvana's rosition of non
zlligrment, 2s his wife has cone,
he takes on the role of gooCGwill ambasszdeor through 18Iing o -
Ls we szig earlier, his §SIing has czused countlzsss numbe
te want Fo zgsist Cuyana and vigit,

&8N0 eve: the media in the U¥.S. is turning

Coverage as a result of zmateur

Cne lzst thinz: We have
of droducing 2 ng
anything, Every member of
ings (except for the todélers
these meetings w

o
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beautifully 1ife o

with his many civil $ighis 1
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Yowever, sisce ke is not with them
REIing ~e radio,
rg of reorle
The QSiing cculs not Y= £eing betier,
positive, ané is Ziving rositive

tand contacts,

Z: grown te love agriculture angd the challenge
n¢ farming the Jonestown Project mere than we have loved

our community cemes to our agricultural meet-

taken gzospel songs ané changed them to son

beauty of Guyana, and the e

and the entertainmest is of professionzl o

but we've been tolg it's go
heard soms of our entertain
benefit to you, please let

If you would care to s
Pleased. We only hope that

guality of =211

me of the best’
mert, but not o
us know,

peak with us in
we have convey

feel fer Guyanz ané the Peoples Wational C
all members of the Jonestow: community will continue to strive to builg

& model cooperative - an am
in harmony, 9ithout Pre judi
efit and glojy of our belov

al

vho see a movie or €0 to bed early). Luring
ing soags about our weork vhich depict graphically ang
n the project and our love for Cuyana, We have even

gs about the jov of work, the

peoprles. It is moet touching,
vality, We don't like to brag,
you could hear (we know vou've

ur best). If it cculd ever be of

<.

Person, we woulé be more than
ed the commitment ang loyalty we
onbress., Cde. Jim Jones zng

gamation of all the races vworking together

ce, sexism, ageism, or elitism - for the ben-

ed Guyana, °

P

Y ours cocperatively,

“‘)'((uué,b. ol Cevcna

Yaryanne

Connors
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