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DEPUTY Pnme Minister Cde. P.A Read reads oul tus
statement in Parament yesterday On his mght &5 Econormic
Development Minister Desmaond Hoyte
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GOVERNMENT
recogmises the ',
precedented
magnitude™  of the
Jonestown tragedy and
will continne 10 do
everything possible (o
carry out its obvious
responsibilities, Deputy
Prime Minister, Dr.
Ptlolemy Reid has said:

He was at the time
reporting tothe nation on the
"Jonestown  [hsaster”  ar
yesterday's  sitting of the
National Assembly A the
time when the People's
Temple had applied for lease
of the land in the North West
District, Dr. Reid was
Mimster of Agnculture. He
held the same portfolio when
the lease was granted

In his five-page statement
Dr Rei! whois also Minister
of  Nanonal Development,
also announced that a
Udibgent cand  intensive”
scarch for survivers of last
Saturday’s  tragedy was
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being maintained and that
the police  were pursuing
thewrr  investigations  which
were hikely to lead (o the
mstituting of other charges
“in the very near future®
regarding  breaches of the
law

He said the government
and people of Guyana deeply
regretied the tragedy and
sympathised with the
government and people of
the United States of America
and, in  particular, (he
SOMTOwIing relatives ol
Congressman Rvan, and the
newsmen whg were shot and
Mlled at the Port Kaiuma
Airsinp, and'members of the
People’s Temple who have
died y
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THE apparent masiers
surrounding the whercabouts
of hundreds of membe re
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Rvan and a team of pout
nalists, 1ogether with a group
representing concerned
relatives made arrangements
o visat Jonestown in the
North West [hstnier The
orginal plan was to go and
return on Fnday, | Tth
November

“"However. once in the
North - West Distrcr ar
Joncstown i1 seems  as
though plans were changed
and Congressmun Ryvan and

his team overmighied i the
MNorth West area From
reports some slept n

lonestown and others slept
mnarcas ncarby

On the cvening ol
Saturday,  I8th  November,
things secemed 1o have
happened swiftly, soswiftly
that one gets the P es son
That many ol the things acted

weewere pre planne ! oor pre
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swman Ryan
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ashed Congressman Rvan to
leave Jonestown, and

Iv} That there was an
newdent a0 which a member
ol the lemple menacea
Congressman Ryan

AL the  awrstnip ar Pon
Kattuma ux (&) mabey from
fone stown when t he
Longressman and pasty were
about o leave, shooring
broke out Loagresamar
Rvan and three e porte
were killesd, as well 4y ap
Amernican  cMuen,  forne
tevdent of Jome stow o
Several  other  Amerar
cihizens were inpured (e ot
the more senously inured
PErsony were conveyed that

vEryY cvening o he
Georgetown Hoapual whnerr
dmedwal lcam was on stand

hv and the Injured pervony
ceived  immediate  ac
“ntion, the othery wee

flown out the tolloseing day
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