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People s Temple

Investiganions have revealed
that among the dead are four
(4) children who had been
informally adopted by the
People’s Temple but who are
of Guyanesc birth -

We  deeply  regret then
death and extend our
sympathy to their relatives

Later, Cde Speaksr. a
report  was received at
Matthew's Ridge that a
number of persons had
committed suicrde at
Jonestown I"hg avil forces
with the help of the Guyana
Defence Force later
Saturday might despatched
ranks into Matthew's Ridge
and moved by foot and train
toKaiuma. Dunng the nex
twelve (12) hours
arrangements were made 10
fly u; troops at Kattuma 1o
maove into lonestown

On Sundav, troops ad
ranced on fool 10 4 junchion
near Jonestown It should be
noted that all this was done
under very adverse con
dions since the terrain was
difficult. The
Jonestown was unclear and
there was unusual rainfall
with poor visibiliry

Early Sunday evening the

sttuation  at

roops  were an control  of
lonestown where they
discovered bodies which on

subsequent coumt amounted
10 383, Further discoveries
have up (0 now taken that

KINGSTON, Jamaica

(Cana) - Jamaica’'s nalmnut
arrhine  Air Jamaica,
seeking a 1.2 milhon- «lnllnr

(Jy loan 2 milhon dollars (US)
from the Bank of Jamawa to

affset financial  problems
resulting from industrial
action  between June and
September  this  vear, ac-

cording 1o a  government
announcement here

A ministry paper
out details ol the loan

by ) T

setting
and

Air Jamaica seeking |
-$3.2m loan

figure to 775 and n 15
possible that this number will
ncrease

During Sundav. senjor
officials, headed hy our
Lrnme Chiel, arnved in the
area  and commenced n
vestgations  and  iden
uficavon of the dead By
carly Monday morning

additional police manpower
was flown in and Guyana
Defence Force troops
mounted clearing patrols 1n
the  jungle surrounding
lonestown with the pumary
task of searching for sur
vivors of the tragedy

Simultancous with ths
OpCralion an area reece was
done by helicopter around

lonestown
the grounds

Mecanwhile on
the Jonestomn
arca,  Guvanese personnel
with the assistance of two
survivors and the police were
able 10 identify and tag 183
bodies Hy Tuesday morning,
after carlier discussions with
the  American  Ambassador
and  senior  Governmen
officials, area of co-operation
and  collaboration  were*
agreed on

Later that day the major
lask Force arrived at
lmehrr It had earlier been
agreed that the bodies be
returned  to  the USA,
primanly to avod the ob-
vious  logistc  problem  of
relatives having to travel all
the way to Guyana and
possibly toaremote part, of
the country to recover the
bodies and also to permit the

million
company
improved
ycar

It also expects to earn 2%
miullion dollars (US)in foreign
exchange between 1979 and

dollars, and the
anticipates an
performance this

198

Investigative
make
identificanon of the
where necessary
We have so lar
splimum
assistance
Lsovernment,

American
forces 1o pPosiIlive

vivhims

reveived
vo-operation  and
from the US
and officiale, ac

well as other personnel
despatched 1o assist i this
massive operation of
removing  cadavers, search

ing for survivors and
seeking o find answers to
the very many problems
posed as a gesult of the

Jonestown disaster

On the very Saturday, and
the assumption 1s that there
s some conpecton withs  the
mcident an the North West, a

mother, Sharon Amaos, an
assistant 1o Jim Jones, and
her three children were

tound dead in the Peaple's
Temple headquarters atr 41
Dennis Street, Camp
beliville

Al this moment  an
vestgations have reached a
point where charges ol
murder are hikely 1o be made

Simultancously, the n
tensive search for survivors
s continuing and in this we
have been receiving valuable
assistance from the Unjted
Ntates authority

Our late Honorary Consul,
who had hved and worked in

las Angeles,  thad recom
mended  that the Guyan
Government give con
sideration 1o an application

tor the People's Temple 1
establish a Community an
some part of the Hinterland
where the main activity could
be land development

This religious group had an
establishmept in California,
and was anxious to establish

4 branch n this country
They had a history of
community work and

agnicultural involvement
They had applied for a lease
of 25,000 acres but after the
arca had been surveyved, a

lease  of 1,000 acres was

r‘\(rllud“\ gr.mtnl to ag
commaodate a4 project e
pected to invobve at least SO0
people

This vonsistent
Lruvana’s policy of hinterland
development and our  at
CMPs o encourdge in
dividuals groups 1«
establish themselves  as
particularly in the
hinterland area  Grants  of
land have always in quantum
related 1o location of land and
purpose for which it would he
used

s with

and

tarmers

The People’™s Temple
hegan to work n 1974 and
their attitudes enable them o
take advgntage of the
agricultural potential of the
arcu. Thev grew a vanety of
stopy  and  engaged n
hvestook rearing

Inevitably the tragic events
ol these last few days have
given nse tospeculaton and
Juestions

While rumours have been
vitculated, some  within
Cuyana and some prnted as
fact by certamn sections of the
merseas Press

Hut there are some 1ssues
with  which we must deal
now

We can state with certainty
that the leader of the group
Jim Jones, s dead Not only
have our armvy officials
experts and former residents
of Jonestown idennfied Iim
Jones among the dead bur
US authorities  officially
cvonfirmed today that they
have made similar iden
tification

How many
Jonestown  at
these tragic
have been
reports

people were at
the time of
cvents? There

Lon.crgpman

about the exact

:mmhcr and nvestigations
are sull proveeding toget the
final higure

It must be remembered
v & free country
in which people are free to
enter and 1o leave, of course
N dvcordance with  our
regulations More than that
all persons legitimately in
free 1o
place to
aur country without
and 1this, ot course
there being at any
one nme a state of Nuy as
regards sertlement of people
But upon oMn
records there should be 9%
members ol the People's
Femple 1n Guyana

Ihere have been questions
voncerming the sevurity of the
area We can state positively

that Giuvana

Givana  are
from  one
within
contool,
results an

mone
another

based Ot

that the authonnes have
heen aware ul the
sipntficance of the securiny ot
the arca and have been
CACTUISINR SUperyision

With  regard 1o the
possession o! guns and

dammumtion by persons 4t
Jonestown, our records
that tour (41 heences were
granted aftter apphcanons
‘had been made an

show
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espect of which propes

heecking had taken place
nlormatioy

there has heen

Llur  presem

hisclimes that

4 scfious breach with regards
tir the

possession of fNirearms

here had not betire heer

divcovered  ans ndwcation
hredaih nad (x

dIh

that such a
varred n vidse the

SUIPTITs may now be hevond
wir punishment

Cde Speaker, the
Giovernment recogmses the
unprecedented magnitude o
this tragedy and will continue

toodo everything possible

Vdrry Ut s obyipus
responsibilities A dehgent
and ntensive search fon
SuUryisors A r‘rlllx main
tamned The police are
PUINUIRE insestigations and
are Dikelyv to institute other
vharges 1o the very near

luture regarding breaches of
the law

The tuture of lonestomn s
cvciving the active attention
of the Giosernment

1

Fowash oan conclusion Cde

Speaker, v reiterate  our
leepest and hearglel
swinpathy o all who  are
hereaved  We mourn with

them in this howr of grief

PRE HOLIDAY FETE
al

PURPLE HEART

Restaurant, Bar
and Hotel, Panka, F B Essequibo

on Saturday 2nd December
from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Dmnce to the sounds of the

MUSIC MAKERS

Admission $3.00




