In Guyana,
the mystery
still grows
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By Peter H. King
Examiner Staff Writer

MATTHEWS RIDGE, Guyana
— There was the money, $7 million
in Peoples Temple funds, to be
withdrawn from Swiss bank
acounts and forwarded.to the Sovi-
et Union after the self-destruction
of Jonestown.

There ‘were the cheers and six

gunshots, heard long after the .

cyanide sacraments had ended by a

man who said he escaped the rltualj

by cowering in the bush.

And there was the final epistle,
written in defense of Jim Jones and
his socialistic promised land by a 24-
- year-old woman: believed to be one

of the last to die. '

that emerged during five days of
testimony at a coroner’s inquest,
exactly what transpired and why in
the final hours of the settlement re-
main a mystery. Almost certain to
be left unanswered Wednesday,
when a jury of five returns to
render a decision in this case, are
these questions:

® Who killed Jim Jones? If it
. was suicide, why was the snub-
nosed .38 believed to.be the death
weapon found some 25 yards from
his body? If it was murder, then
why?

® Who killed Jim Jones? If it

. was suicide, why was the snub-

nosed .38 believed to.be the death
weapon found some 25 yards from
his body? If it was murder, then
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® Was there a plot for Jones,
and perhaps some of his top aides,
to flee after the “white night?”
Why was the temple boat, the
Cudjoe, dispatched out of Port
Kaituma the morning of the last

-

_day with instructions to return the

following morning?

. ® Was the attack on Rep. Leo
Ryan and his fact-finding party a

.spontaneous outburst by crazed loy-

alists, or were the congressman and
the people of Jonestown doomed
long before the fateful Nov. 18?

“There are still a lot of things I
don’t feel comfortable about,” C.A.
Roberts, the chief investigator for

‘the Guyana police, conceded yester-

day after he testified. Roberts’
testimony, which provided by far

Déspite the RSN R the most startling information to

come out of the inquest, followed a
series of statements made by the
handful of Jonestown dwellers who
survived the murder-suicide of 913
of their neighbors.

- The inquest is a formality
needed before death certificates
can be issued for the more than 900
bodies in cold storage at Dover Air
Force Base in Dover, Del. :

Until the certificates are pro-
vided by the Guyanese govern-
ment, the bodies technically cannot

--See Page '7, Col. 1



; haddmon.honld.vhmthe ’ Belcue
nl Force (GDF) secured Jonestown the after the
P mmg,mmmmmdmmm
10070 “This was mmhry operation, not detacuvu
"* a&urlngacﬂuemc, Roberts said.
i_.." * * *

i Stanley Chyton a 35yearold former Oakhnd
relident who worked as a cook at Jonestown, said that
hewuintheonmpounduntﬂtherewereaboutonly

i m persons left alive.

He said that when he realized what was Iuppening
he approached one of the security guards who

surrounded the temple pavilion and said he wanted to

g_ygoodbyetoammd.

«J| ' Onee he got beyond the security perimeter, |
-Chmnﬂ.hhptmyamngmwthehmgge.

After about 30 or 45 minutes, he said, “I heard what
1 would say was three cheers. I heard a lot of people
yelling. It sounded like a lot of people, a lot of voices.”

~ “J heard one shot, and another shot, and a double -

one, and then I heard another one,” Clayton said. “I ran
back into the bush.”

* % %
Herbert Newell, a temple member from San
Francisco, said that about 9:30 am. on the day of the
was sent to the
"Wewmjuttoldhmﬂnboatupnddwn
said they took
enezuelan border,
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i 'l‘imclm:'nldhepiekeduplhemimathh
cabin, and took it to the complex where Jones lived.

Shemtblckmtothehom'l‘lm&mfum.and
later emerged with the suitcase, which by then
wetghedaboutlﬂpounds.
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] '!'he,Cartm and Prokes testified that Katsaris told

them to take the suitcase to the Soviet embassy, gave
them two.&-enllberrevolven.mdinumcudthemto
shoot themselves if they got caught.
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