WHO ﬁ

The Coroner's inguest
mto the November 18
Jonestown Disaster has
eénded. The jurers have
concluded, among other
wings, that James
Yarren Jones was
murdered by person or
‘persons unknown.

They have concluded too,
that Jones and persons
unknown were criminally
responsible for the death —
‘by acute cyanide poisoning
o= of over 900 members of
the Peoples Temple who
died a1 their Joncstown
Agricultural scttlement on

MNovember 18 last.
But now that the six-day

ingquest has ended, the
"mystery shrouding the
Jonestown disaster - the

tragedy that has ho parallel
— seems Lo have deepened if
anything. And, somewhere
in the midst of it all, l smell a
raL — nay, a few rats.

If Jim Jones was indeed

murdered as the  five.
member mixed jury’s verdict
suggests, then, who killed
Jim Jones?
b The weapon which was
used to kil him - a .18
Mevolver — was found some
#0 10 25 yards from his body
The bullet thar killed him
emtered what is considered a
suicide area for a right-
.handed person directly
"above the right car_— and
Jones was said to be a right-
handed person. There was
150 evidence that the bullet
was fired at close range

According to Director of
Public Prosecotion, Cde
E A ""Mannme " Ramao, who
led the
imnquest I was jusl not
possible for somcone 1o

evidence at the

commn \illlinlt' lh(‘l- throw
away the gun used some N
1o 25 yvards That
very valid argument

S0, who killed Jim Jones?
Why did the person o
persons kill him”? Dhd Jones
ask one of s fatlfuls 1o fire
the latal shot?

There are

scCcms a

several other
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questions whih remain
unanswered: hd he commu
suicide but someone on the
afternoon or nmight of the
incident subsequently
removed the gun from ncar
to his body? If he was indeed
murdered was it because
some of his followers thought
he intended betraying them
by not commting suicide
himself?

Or, was i because there
was a coup ar Jonestown on
the afternoon of November
18 - either because of the
large sums of money al the
scitlement of  because of
political intrigue bearing in
mind that Jones had
allegedly planned taking his
followers to the Soviet Union,

The latter — the possible
staging of a coup — might
sound a bit far-fetched but n
seems a real possibility. In
other words, we might have
been overlooking a real
possibility ever since news
broke about the Jonestown
disaster

STETHESCOPES

During  the inquest one
witness told about Dr. larry
Schacht sending for
stethescopes  If the doctor
kifw that the Flavour-Aad
beverage which was being
used was laced wath cyanide/
and that s use would have
resulted in nothing clse bu
death, what the hell did he
want with stclhrs;upc\ al
that stage ol the
procecdings?

Woas 1t that he thought the

LRETISE was  just  another
aritl amcther of  lones
FHmian. ks k became
ilarmed when he waw the
effect the beverag was
having on those who Jrank
1w? O, was 1t that ¢ wanted

tomake suie that no one was
Iving in the fields and plaving
dead” (O

Iving under
-

was the wilngss
oath?
VALR'M

Add 1o all this the fact thar

Government Semor Bac
teniologist and  Pathologist,
Dr leshic Mootoo had 1old
the inque st rhat one report he
had received from the
Government Analyst showed
that a bortle found ar
Jonestown and which was
labelled *“'Valium®', also
contained cyanmide Who
added the cyanwde 1o the
valium and why?

Then take the case of Ann
Elizabeth Mgore 24, Jones'
Personal nurse. Her body
was found n Jones' home
with the entire left sade of the
head blasted off and one of
the most_ppwerful handguns
manufaciured in the world —
a Ruger 357 Magnum —
splattered with blood about
one foo away

There was also a diary st
her side which she had
allegedly written and signed
Members of the Peoples
Temple, she allegedly wrote,
died because you would not
let us live in pecace”™’

The contents of the diary
are consistem with what one
expects i a suicide note and
the jury has concluded that
she committed suicide Their

.verdict  however, contrasts
'\h;up]v with evidence given
by Dr. Mootoo,

According to Dr. Mootoo
and he was at pains Lo stress
this Ann Elizabeth Moore
was murdered becausce she
could oot have anflicted the

mgury hersell
BAKFLES

Ieatur which
Why

VIR NS

the mand s this

would one peanmiles

who s#d he witnessed most

of 'hé procecdimge on the
evengag ol Sovember IR
be lo smarung ~ the ar

med guards and making good
his ¢ycape mto the bushes,
want 1o return 1o the scene
the samce mght about
three hours after escaping -

JIM JONES
By
Lol W

Gibson

to, of all things, look for his
passport?

Yet  another baffling
feature s this If the witness
wasn't lving, why was he and
his other mate aboard the
"Cudjoe' told to take the
boat from Port Kaltuma to
Kumaka. on the morning of
the 18ih, spend the
nmight there and return 1o Pornt
Kaituma the sext morning

JU/

bearning in mind they had no
business 1o transact a:
Kumaka?

The Cudpor was arrested a1
Kumaka by members of the
GDF on the might of the 1 81h
so that u dwdn’t return 1o Port
Kaituma according to n
structions

On the same night three
Temple members carrying a
large sum of moncy, their
own passports, and the
passports of the 'Temples
Financial Secretary Maria
Katsaris, .and Annie J
McGowan who, on behalf of

about

the Peoples Temple
bequeathed some $18 milhon
{Guyana) ro the Communist

Party of the Sovier llmon,
were  arrested  ar Paort
Kaituma

Al the time of thew arrest
they were by the Bolice
Station and not far from the
waterfront where the Cudjoe
was usually moored.

Were they suppmsed 10
rendezvous with the Cudjoe?

There are sure more
questions than answers
the November IR,
Jonestown hsaster
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