from tim carter Saturday night 30 Sep. 1978
TUC 8ilver Anniversary BarB-0 & Dance Tim,Terry,Debbie,Jimmy,Yvette, Lugene

—As soon as we arrived and sat down at a table (next to where the Soviet Trade Union
rep was sitting, and other TUC officials) the Soviet representative came over to
our table, shook hands with everyone, and proceeded to sit down and talk with us.
All together we must have talked £ for over two hours. Te introduced us to the
Cuban union delegate while we E were talking. -
~The Soviet representatives name is Igor . I had met him once previously
when we had taken Mark Lane to dinnmer at the Tower and ki he was dining with TimoZeyev.
He recognized us immediately and was quite open with his friendship. Ile said he had
heard much about us from Timofeyev, who he described as "a good guy who likes to drink
a little once in awhile" and who's major languase he said is Spanish, not Englibh, so
we should forgive him if his English was a little stilted. (This guy spoke flaw @ss
English.)
He said he had travelled all over the world representing the Soviet Trade Unioms, and
that he had also been to the USA several times, mostly concentrating in theX ortheast.
He asked us if we knew Dick Hongisto, and we said yes, etc., and he called Dick a ‘de-
terminist” and a "liberal"” but though w he was an OK guy. le said Hongisto had travelled
to the Soviet Union only two days after he had been fired from his Cleveland job, and
that nov he was in charge of crime in Albany, New York. He said Hongistor adnitted o
to him that he had Marx and Lenmin in his library at home, and that socialism was a
superior economic system, but Iger said he was too caught up in his conforts and kag
bourgeois lifestyld toi become a real socialist. !le said that he liked the Soviet
Union very much. I asked him if he knew Mike Davidow, and he said he did, very well.
ile is going to be travelling to San Francisco in November of this year, and he said
he would very much like to visit our people there, if it was O.K. with us and if we
weren't afraid of the political repercussions. I tdld hir that we have kad delerates
of up to 25 Soviets at a time visiting our Tenple, and that ve were sood friends with
the Soviet-American Friendship Society, and that we were not ashamed of xha our suoport
for the Soviet Union, and that Jim had supported the Soviet Union for 25 years, and
had never backed down from that. Ile seemed impressed by this, and he said that }
he would definitely be in touch with our pepple in Noverber, and would look us up
through the Soviet-American friendship society. Ieither one of us could re—e~her
oel Bransford's name at the tine.

Ye said that he had heard much 2tout us,a nd that ve were lnown throughout the
Soviet Union and in other socialist countries. Ve said thet ners cf us hoed “=en
puhlished in the Soviet Union and in Yugoslavia andat alsc in Toland. L& sei’ tlat
Ze 1ad read an article in a Yugoslavian paper that had depicted us as sort ol a =ippy
organization, one that h:ad established a community vhere people shared thine~ ~qually
and lived collectively, etc. e kind £ of apologized for tl.e articie, g=yi-, .ot s
foivet people understood Uy many of the dad tuings were snid about mx our orsjznization,
but that the Yugodlavians were tryuing to report objectively. I vas a little talen
back that we were in any Yugoslav newspaper. lie said more than once that the Soviet
people understood why we were being attacked in the press and vhy so nany bad tlinss
were said about MEE: us. He said that we were quite a controversial orjanization. le
siid he knew ve were Marxists, becasse Timofeyev uad teold hini. I explained to airh
the background of the conspiracy briefly, “ark Lane’s independent investication, etc.
e didn't seem bothered at all by whatever it was he might have heard, he was very,
very friendly to us. At one point he even made the statement that “naybe I defect
this country to live in Jonestown and then laughed =& to show he vas joling, but it
was a complinent.

I don't know if he is a member of the CP, but I do know that he is a teacher for
the Young Comrunist League and also for the trade unions in tne Soviet Union. ile is
not impressed with Guyana. He said that the country is delinitely western organted
and definitely consumer conscious%¥. He said that the political situation here was
going downhill, that theez economic situation was going downhill, but that the b
trade union unity situation was improving. Iie was very critical of the honoring
of the scabs by Burnhanm. ile talked of his conversations with Cheddi Jagan, saying
he had several. He said the conntry was very much divided racially, and ve told him
about apanjat. He said he had heard of that, =mf sbkw hut wasnt sure about its truth.
Ye told him it was real, and he seemdd to be very disapproving. :le agrees that the

Guyanese for the most part are very pro-iUS. V\/\ "’ﬁ(” \ (&7}
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He talked of the difference between Soviet people and Guyanese people. He said

R in the Soviet Union if it was ncecessary that some people work on weekends or fof - s
a day on on the wm weekend, that the people always volunteered and did it with enthusiasm.
lle said that they are makeing a big push for the Olympics, and that alot of hotels and other
things are being built. He said that wether or not you're a clerk, a miner, or whatever,
everybody works on construction when something like this has to be done. He said that you
will not find that kind of spirit in Guyanax . -

Fe said that he is £ definitely not religious, and was curious about our background,how
we believed, etc. He wanted to know what a person wast thinking when they berlieve in a
god in the sky, as if hemmu could not relate to it at all, which I helieve he couldn't. I
explained to him how I came about atheism, and how I had been brainwashed as a child, etc.
¥he I told him that Marxism-Leninism was the answer that I had been searching for all my
life, but I just hadn't recognized it, he seemed to appreciate what I was saying.

He talked ofsome of the problems of life in the Soviet Union. He was very concerned about
those elements left in Soviet soicety that he termed "selfish" and/or =m Manarchistic'.
ie was concerned, for example, with the family that refused to send their chidd to a collective
nursery or school - which is not obligatory - and that child is raised to be selfish, with
an individualistic conscience instead of a collective one. Je was also concerned atout those
in Soviet society vho were brainwashed by Western propaganda into a consumer consciousness.
fe talked about some ballerina's who had defectedr to the US, and hovw you neverrux run into
that kind of problen with nine workers,or other lalourers. Ie sai? that this rasnt » r-a1
"problan" in Soviet society, bu* it was soemthing that had to be de~1t with. e said thrre
are other ® people who just inveamt things to be dissatisfied with, or to sympathize with
Jissenters for, because they az ..ave had a everythingg provided for then. Thezy have guasanteed
2ployaent, juszianteed medical care, guarantead Lousing, cte. (I'u net suve 17 I cucccly
Jolien .. Lis point lLere, but I get the idea I think.) e said that he felt that for sure
227 of the Ssviet Tnion uas no problem, and that only 1¥ were really troublenalers.
« uC told of hiow an Auerican friend had tried to use the Bible to tell him there was going
to be a big var betweent the USS®, USA and China. I'e kind of chuckled and then siaé “'bull-
shit story’. It = was a crack up to hear hin criticized the bible like that. iie was very
concernec about the China question. iie said that they had accomplished some things donest-
ically, but that they had made alliances with every fascist country in the world intheir
foreisn policy, strictly on an anti-Soviet basis. We agreed with him, etc.

Ldwin James was there, and he wm was quite friendly. Ile said he had triedx fwmiz twice to
set to Jonmestown but the plane was filled both times. Ile said that Sinclair did not have
tiie time to visit when he wes in the Horthwest, as hiks schedule was very tight and shorter
tiian he expected.
-he said that there is a delegation of Guyanese going to Turin,Italy in lNovember for a special
Congress of nations around the world to express mxk solidarity with Chile, and discuss the
hilean question, and he said they had decided that one of the representatives they vanted
to attend waExaxdeir would be a delegate from Pepples Temple. He said he would be talling
atout this to us in the near future.
-he said that he had come under fire from Cheddi Jagan mrx at the TUC neetings during th e
week for the helping to sponsor the DPRK Juche Idea seminar. Jagan attacked himk because
the DPRI is supposed to have ties with China, which is ixpe tied with all the imperialist
countries and is anti-Soviet, and consequently the Juche idea is something that shouldn't be
supported. le said that Jagan was threatened by the success of the seminar (and it really
was a success, there's no doubt acbut it), and so is attacking all those who helped make it
2 success. (I told him I didnt understand
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