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GOVERNMENT INTRUSION

CUSTOMS AGENTS BREAK "INTO PEOPLES TEMPLE SHIPPING
CRATES IN MIAMI, FLORIDA

SOCIAL SECURITY (SSA) CHECKS ARE DELIBERATELY WITHHELD
FROM LEGITIMATE RECIPIENTS IN GUYANA, SOUTH AMERICA

INTERPOL REPORT SURFACES STATING FALSE ALLEGATIONS

-ABOUT THE TEMPLE AND REV, JONES; MANY OF THESE

IDENTICAL IN CONTENT TO FALSE ALLEGATIONS THAT WERE
CIRCULATED IN THE NEWS MEDIA.

PEOPLES TEMPLE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS BETIWEEN SAN FRANCISCO
AND GUYANA ARE OBSTRUSTED AND F,C.C. IS WRITIEN UNDER
¥.0,I.A. FOR EXPLANATION,
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Despite the denial of the Treasury and related agencies of any
investigation into the activities of Peoples Temple, several incidents
have taken place that indicate the contrary is true. Each event has

represented an invasion of our Constitutional rights as a religious

e ey s

organization.

September 29, 1977, we learned from our freight forwarder in

FRisar o
L4

Xy

Miami, Florida, that agents of the U.S, Customs Service had held up

TR

s

S e

our cargo shipment to the Agricultural and Medical Project in Guyana.

Seven Customs agents pulled a crate at random and inspected its contents.

R
,

Our attorney, Charles Garry, wrote a letter to the Customs Service

(” (Department of the Treasury) demanding an explanation, or at least a
X statement of fair cause for this act of search and seizure. The
response from the Treasury Department was simply that they were exempt
.% from disclosure and it was a routine procedure., Our freight forwarder,
{ however, confirmed that these were "not our regul-r Customs agents
j% I see around here ,... Some of them were from the West Coast."
Z Shortly thereafter a mail péckage containing important décuments
X ) and church-related business arrived in San Francisco from Guyana.
% f‘ The package had been opened, tampered with, and completely ruined., A
£, N -
N substance the color and scent of wine had been poured or spilled over
:; all the papers, which included important affidavits and legal papers
¥ v *  that had to be done all over again, A letter requesting an explénation

was sent to the Postmaster of San Francisco. The cause has never been
*

L determined.
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A major intrusion was the blatant interference by government bodies

with . the Social Security checks of hundreds of senior citizens, members

of Peoples Temple who are residing in Guyana at the Temple Agricultural

and Medical Cooperative, We received word from a confidential source
that the message was being circulated in San Francisco Post Office
branches that any SSA (Social Security) checks which have a forwarding
order to Guyana should be returned to the Social Security Administration
(Department of H.E.W.). All members of our church who have taken up
residence in Guyana and who are eligible to receive Social Security
benefits, have filed'SSA Forms #21 declaring their intention to live
outside the territorial limits of the United States. By law, Social
Security checks are to be sent to the recipient, no matter where (with
the exception of a few socialist countries) the recipient chooses to
live. U,S. citizens in Guyana are entitled to SSA benefits.

We sent letters of inquiry to Congressman Phillip Burton and letters
of protest to the local post master. All responses we have received
have denied or skirted the real issue. In the meantime, we received

a copy of the actual memorandum which was circulated throughout local

Post Office branches ORDERING THE RETURN OF ALL SSI (GOLD) AND SSA (GREEN
SOCIAL SECURITY CHECKS) TO H.E.W, WHERE THE POST OFFICE HAS A FORWARDING

- ORDER FOR GUYANA. THE ILLEGALITY OF THIS ORDER IS CLEAR. It was not

until a letter directed to President Carter, accompanied by letters of
protest to various government departments and street demonstrations

by Temple members and supporters, was answered in the January 12: 1978
letter from the Department of H.E.W. that the situation was rectiﬁied.
No response from the government, however, has fully acknowledged that

there was deliberate obstruction of the Social Security checks.,

In July, 1978, two Temple members learned from a Post Office employee

X=4- @ﬁ?
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at the branch where church mail is handled that our organisation had
been under intensive investigation and all our mail processed for
a period of several months. Their affidavit is included in this

section.

) Another area of governmental-intrusion came to light-in October,
1977, when a report was received by Temple members that a confidential
memo emanating from INTERPOL agent Louis'Sims in Washington, D.C.
documented a meeting that had taken place between INTERPOL agent who
was unnamed, and thirteen former members of Peoples Temple. It is
interesting to note, too, that investigator .Joseph Mazor may have
connections to the INTERPOL organization. The stories which were
circulated by INTERPOL about Peoples Temple and Rev., Jones wereJ
erroneous and on basis of erroneous information called for: 'more
observers and Immigration to watch for traffic, to investigate, and
to establish more outposts to observe" particularly Temple shipping
operations and travel.

Finally, in a chronicle of governmental harassments, Peoples
Temple radio communications have been,on repeated occasions, jammed
and obstructed, The letter from attorney Marshall Bentzman to
Jeff Young, of the Federal Communications Commission, documents the
kinds of harassments we have endured We are currently corresponding
with the F.C.C. under Freedom of Information Act to obtain letters on
file from Senator Barry Goldwater pertaining to Peoples Temple radio

commmications. In conversations with the F.C.C, Mr. Bentzman léarned

that Senator Goldwater had made inquiries.




{ PEOPLES | L
TEMPLE T

OF THE . :
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST November 21, 1877

Jim Jones, : _ .
Pastor : -

“For [ rus e burgorsd Mr. Lim P. Lee, Postmaster R
‘fﬁﬂﬁzfmnk United States Postal Service
“HY y.» Main Post Office
1.—,,7’,’,,{.”,,;’,","’“‘""" San Francisco, Calif. 94101
‘3 l)':n?‘iflr’l'u}n- e
Tios sk ey it mg, DET Mr. Lee,
Was in prison, . . .
and yr came unlo me, As you are no doubt aware, our phurch,malntalns a
“Then shellthenghtens  12XgeE agricultural mission in Guyana, South America.
Arna kim, aying.  Naturally a great deal of communication between head-
When son e thee en hurgz2@uarters and outpost’ must be held for this project to’
A fe thee? move forwaxd. ’ .
zﬁﬁﬁunad*y Not long ago an incident took place which, I believe,
Wier sen't thee o shenger ShOuld be brought to your attention. A large packet of
Awltek the in? ° papers, representing hard to duplicate legal work and
c;ﬁg:gﬁfﬁxﬁg“personal correspondence between loved ones on two contin-
O i prisen " ents, was sent to us from Guyana. When it arrived at our
. Awumeunle thee? post office box at Station A, it had been cut open and
<~¢@/uywkwm the contents had not only been rifled, but were drenched
omith oy hokdonci!  with wine as well. Almost everything inside was beyond
MkTﬂﬂM@Hdﬁ?being saved or used at all. The ink was literally washed
=Y hovdonctuntoms” e e nost of the legal documents and a lot of the letters.
Hotthew 25:35:40 .How any piece of mail could receivesuch treatment
in the Postal Service, let alone one filled with such
important doécuments, is impossible to explain as an acci-
dent~-and demands explanation. The way this packet was
cut open and the contents so thoroughly doused leavés no
doubt that it was a deliberate act and that it happened
here in San Francisco.
Rest assured that this infraction has not gone un-
noticed. That so much critical legal work should have
R to be redone is an outrage in itself, not to mention the
invasion of privacy we have suffered.
What ig going on here, Mr. Lee? We want an explana-

tion.

Very truly yours,
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State of California )
City and County of ) ss.
Sar Francisco, ) .-

The unders:gned being first duly sworn, deposes and says:

My name is James R. Randolph. Iam 37 years old and 1 live
in the city of San Francisco.

1 telephoned Mr. Frank Garmendia this morning, " September 29,
1977, at a few minutes till 8:90 am. (I know the time because 1 was
watching it to be sure to get the lower loiig distance rate.) Mr.
Garmendia is a freight forwarder for SOPAC Transport Corp. in Miami,
Florida, the intermediary who receives and reroutes our ocean freight
bound for Guyana, South Armerica.

Some of the details are as follows:

Mr. Garmendia said "l didn't want to bother you with it before, |
but now that it is over, I can tell you. Seven Customs men held up the
cargo (referring to our last shipment which sailed, I believe, Aungust
29, 1977.)* They pulled one case at random and checked the contents
of it." This occured right about the time scheduled for the cargo %o be
loaded. I believe inspection took place on the dock rather than at the
warehouse.

I asked if this was standard procedure and he rephed that it is not.
He went on to state that some of them were from the West Coast. When
1 asked if he said they were from the West Coast, he said, 1*'"Well, from
out of town. They were not the regular Customs men I see around here.
They wore civilian clothes and had Customs Agents' identification. "
¢

By way of explanation he said someone may have given them the
idea that there were arms or drugs in our shipment and once they have
been given such a report they are obliged to check it out. He wenton
to explain that as Coustomns officials they have the authority to open and

."inspect any part of 2 shipment. - .

He said they got a copy of the Bill of Lading (actually a packing
1ist, much driefer than a Bill of Lading) and compared it against the
contents of the crate they opened. but that they didn't find what they were ~
looking for. 1 am not clear as to whether they got it from him or from
someone else in his office. He said they told him "upstai rs* (referring
to his superiors) "Don't bother them. They're Customs." He saigd they

, x-4-9-7




were done in a few hours and didn't actually hold up s}xipme_nt.

Mr. Garmendia also said big companies have big shipments in
~and out all the time and it ‘would be possible for someone to put some-
thing in 2 shipment and get it out again at its destination withour the
company knowing about it, implying that could happen with our cargo

and could thus have caused a report to be made to Customs.

When he mendioned the charge might have been made that we
are shipping arms, 1 told him we would be the last people in the world
to ship such things. ’ .

Dated this 29th day .of
September, 1977, at
San Francisco, Calif, 4

ames R. Randol%

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO
BEFORE ME A NOTARY PUBLIC § g TSNS
IN AND FOR THE STATE OF ROOSEVELT CARRIE S .

CALIFORN NOTARY PUBLIC-CALIFORNIA

A 1A @
S CITY AND COUNTY OF
A v o SAN FRANCISCO
N Y Commission Expires April 1
é k»?c’o‘?x" pril 10, 1979_

NOTARY PUBLIC

i
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LAW OFFICES OF

CAnLES A, GanaY 1256 MARKET STREET AT CIVIC CENTER
PRANCIS 3. METERIAN SAN FRANCISCO 94102

ALLAN BROTSRKY A

oAvID B pESONEN . 415) 864.3131

BRIAN C. WALSH BANLE ADDRESS: “"DRYCAP"

GARRY., DREYFUS, MCTERNAN, BROTSKY, HERNDON & PESONEN, INC.

SAN JOSE OFFICE

230 SO. MARKET STREET
SAN JOSE 83113
€408) 286.9222

OF COUNSEL
DONALD L. A, KERSON

COLLEEN G. HAAS October 3, 1977

United States Customs Service
District Office -

555 Battery Street

San Francisco, CA.

ttention: District Director
Re.: Peoples Temple Shipment to

Peoples Temple Agricultural Mission -
Georgetown, Guyana

Dear District Director:

3 ' On August 29, 1977, my client had a large
shipment to Georgetown, Guyana, South America. The shipment
was a freight forwarded to SOPAC Transport Corporation in
Miami, Florida.

‘On information directed to .us stated that
seven customs men held up the cargo and examined the contents
of some of the shipments.

- I have been asked by my clients to inquire
upon what information was this cargo examined and what
prompted it. We are very much interested in determining who
and by whom we are being maligned. I am sure that your service
would not take the time of seven men unless some form of prior
information was forwarded to you. I think since the matter
concerns my clients that we should be privy to that.’

My clients wish to inform you and to the service
generally and specifically that they do not in any way intend
to, nor have they in the past ever violated any of the customs
laws of the United States or for that matter of any country.
Please let me hear from you regarding this matter that is
disturbing to my clients.

Very truly yours,

AW risn B /LE"Z 4
| %Mma X /“7 w5

RLES R. GARRY
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY k
U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE %31;

SAN FRANCISCO, CA -

- OCT 20 1977 .. REFER TO
. * ADM-3:C

P,

Charles R. Garry, Esq.

Law Offices of Garry, Dreyfus, McTernan, .
‘Brotsky, Herndon & Pesonen, Inc. ..

1256 Market Street

San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Peoples Temple
Dear Mr. Garry:

Your letter dated October 3, 1977, to the District Director of Customs
requasted information concerning a Customs examination at Miami of a
(( shipment sent by the Peoples Temple to Guyana, South America.

As you m2y be aware, the Customs Service does administer export control .
regulations of the Department of Commerce as well as other regulations : . .
involving exports from the United States to foreign territories. There-

fore, examinations of export shipments are conducted on a routine basis, ‘.
whether or not any specific information has bzen received concerning a
shiprent.

In any event, any information which might have prompted an examination
would be 'of the type which would be exempt from disclosure, including
disclosure to your clients.

We appreciate your concern and hope that this letter clarifies for you o
and your clients the role of Customs in conducting export examinations.

Sincerely yours,
. . . . g&j .

~ Robert N. Battard
Regional Commissioner

-

PEPLY TO. REGIONAL COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS, SUITE 3000, 211 JAAIN STPEET. SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94105 X 4‘_? o {0
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AFFIDAVIT

State of Califormia z
sS.

: City and County of San Francisco

Tom Adams and Hattie Newell, being duly sworn, hereby depose and

say:
On July 18, 1978 around 1:30 p.m. we went to the Station A branch
of the U.S. post office, located at Steiner Street off Geary Blvd. in
.San Francisco, California.

We talked with Mrs. Evelyn Cameron, a postal clerk $ the
station., When we identified ourselves as members of Peo; -s Temple,
. she told us "you guys (meaning Peoples Temple) were investigated by
every agency that was," naming the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare; the California Department of Motor Vehicles; the Sonoma
County Postal, Inspector, and others. She explained that  when she
came to that branch in October 1977 to begin work, he: supervisor
mapped out "a whole special procedure' required in handling Peoples
‘Temple mail, She told us that at that time she complained to the
supervisor that this wasn't right. She said she was from New York
dnd she believes in privacy, and that people's business is their own.
She had wanted to transfer mail from certain post office boxes at the
station which she knew were inactive and formerly rented by Peoples
Temple members (P.0. Box 15384, in the name of Maria Katsaris and
also used by Rev. Jim Jones and Mrs. Marceline Jones; and P.0, Box
15247, used by Mary Black), to an active Peoples Temple post office
box, so that the Temple members would continue to receive their
mail that had been directed to the formerly active boxes., Her
supervisor, she said, prohibited her from doing so, telling her that
it was against regulations, that regulations would not allow
transferring mail from onc post office box to another because the
mail recipient might not want his or her name traced. Mrs. Cameron
in this instance was speaking specifically of mail that came
addressed to Rev. Jim Jones, Mrs, Marceline Jones, Peoples Temple
Christian Church, Maria Katsaris (then church financial secretary),
and a church member by the name of Mary Black, Mrs. Cameron told
‘us that she complained to the supervisor about the procedure at the
time because she did not like returning all the mail which was
intended for the church and its pastor. She told us that it is the
duty and trust of the U.S. government to keep peoples business off
the streets.

She said that when she first came to work there in October
1977, the California Department of Motor Vehicles had been
investigating Peoples Temple, because it was said many different
. people were transferring their cars into Eugene B. Chaikin's name,




( " If a person handled a certain number of cars per month, it was her
understanding, he would be required by law to have a dealership
license. She also told us that the Department of Health,-
Education and Welfare had directed the employees at Station A
not to send any H.E.W. checks which were to be forwarded to
Guyana, South America, but to return them to the Department of

' Health, Ecucation and Welfare.

Executed this day of July, 1978 at San Francisco,
Califorrnia,

_7‘?/(\ P -\*}U;uu.U

el 7 e

Subscribed and sworn to
before me, a Notary Public
in and for said

State. A A A S A A A A AN AAAL A O

d ) omcu:.'é’sl‘\(LlCE
. y . 4 CHRISTINE
s . 1A
( %wm 2{/{{/ 1 NOTARY BUSLIC - CALIFORN

HMENDOCINO COUNTY




-~

T nvos sick andye Nsited g
I wusin ;-nu-r.
and i came wmle e,
“Ther skoll the ightecus

Zuswer bim. seying.

Wher san' 'z thc o kunoed
Rrd [ed thee?
Or.thirsly.
Rud geie thie dink”
Wher san'wv [ree o e
Zrd 1ok thie in?
O reked, ond eleihid thee
O ez san oy thar sick?
Orir prison.

BrYearss wnls thee?
aly 1 sy wele wou,
&A‘m{h sy hi il |
ale ez of the loasl of thet..
Y ko don il wnite e
Maotthew 25:35°40

PEOPLES
TEMPLE

OF THE
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

Jim Jones,
Pastor

. .

October 15, 1977

Congressman Phillip Burton
House of Representatives
washington, D.C.

Dear Congressman Burton: .

As a member of Peoples Temple of the Disciples of Christ:
and of the governing board of the church, I am directing
this correspondence to you as a result of a most dis-
guieting rumoxr passed to me by a reliable source.

several years ago our church established an agricultural
mission in Guyana, South America. Since that time it has
bhecome the kind of residential community that senior .
citizens can enjoy as well as younger, more active .
participants. Over the past months, many members have
elected to go there, including a number of seniors ook~

ing forward to a unigue but comfortable retirement. To
that end, those who received Social Security checks
(green checks) submitted the reqguired paperwork, as
advised by the Social Security Administration, to have

their income transferred to their new address. They
supmitted postal change-of-address cards to have their
interim checks forwarded, as we were assured by postal
employees they would be. As a matter-of fact, postal
change-of-address cards have been submitted a second
time for all SSA recipients now overseas. For most of
the recipients, this is the sole source of income
available to them. Obviously, it is extremely important
to them that their checks be re-routed properly.

Most have not received their checks since going over,
although they should have received one, two, and in

some cases even three checks by now. Rumor has it that
the Post Office has determined not to forward these
checks, but rather to return them to the Social Segcurity
Administration. -

Social Security, as you must be aware, is income based

on previous earning and is the undeniable right of these
senior citizens to receive. Another fact which you may

or may not be aware of: Social Security checks, when
returned for want of a current address, go into "suspense”
-— a category used by SSA to designate problems. Instead
of simple correcting the address, SSA sends the entire
file of such an individual to the Division of Inter-

-

r ,) 7(_4__%__‘5‘
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national Operations in Baltimore, Maryland, when it discovers .
Q R that the current address is now an overseas address. Unfor-
tunately, that office is notoriously slow in processing even
routine matters, resulting in payments being deldyed as long
. as a year or more. All this can be avoided, of cEourse,
- by re-routing checks to the overseas address to begin with.

Our attorney, Charles Garry, asked that a letter explaining
the situation be sent to you, asking you to please inquire
into this problem and let us know exactly what is obstructing
these checks that are rightfully the property of the
respective senior citizens. At his request, also, I have
sent a letter to Mr. Lim P. Lee, Postmaster of the San-
Francisco Post Office, with whom you should have a very
direct line of communication. At your earliest convenience,
pleaseinform us as to the nature of corrective action that
will be undertaken.

Very truly yours,

» /8. & :
%._Crym

« c/o Peoples Temple .

cc: Charles Garry, Attorney
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Oczover 25, 1977

¥is. June B. Crym
c/o PEOPLES TEMPLE ..
1859 Geary St.

Szn Francisco, Ca.

Dear Ms. Crym:

. I am in receipt ‘of your recen® letter regerding
the nondelivery of SDClal Security checks to members
of People's Temple in buyana, South erica.

e to you in tris
al Service ané the

I will be in immediate contact with you upon
hearing from these zgencies.

.Kindest personal regards.

S nr-~
¢y

iILLIP DUT TOA
Member of Congress

PB:tmn

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCL ED FIBERS
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) UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO,CA .94101 -
‘; OuR REF: LPL:RLY:DYM:GD:wh 4/7 . . oave: November 16, 1877
SUBJECT: . Postal Service . ) - P.O.CL
70! Ms. June B, Crym

c/o Peoples Temple
P. 0. Box 15023
San Francisco, CA 94115

Dear Ms. Crym:

This will acknowledge your October letter concerning social socurgty-
checks for individuals now residing in Guyana, South America.

As has been previously explained to you the Postal Service forwards
all first class letter mail received if an addressee submits an of-
(( ficial change order and the sender makes no stipulation regarding
forwarding. This applies whether the addressee has moved within the
. Continental Urited States or outside the limits of the United States.
. However, we have been advised by the Social Security Office that the
social security {green) checks may be forwarded outside the United
States only if a notice from the beneficiary regarding his or her
intent to live elsewhere, for internal administrative purposes, is
furnished that office. Should you require additional information in
this regard I suggest that Fr. J. Leland Embrey, District Manager of
the Social Security Office be contacted. His telephone number is
556-6471.

1 appreciate the opportunity to clarify this matter.
. Sincerely yours,, 7 .
* ( \zf :7
%& 7L / e
. . %5

tim P. Lee jf/ ‘
. Sectional Center Manager-Postmaster
San Francisco, CA 94101
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MEMORANDUM

I thought you might

in the enclosed.

Sincerely,

Congress of the Wnited States | T
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OFFICE OF THE POSTIMASTER GENERAL
Washington, D.C. 20260

November 16, 1977

Honorable Phillip Burton
Bouse of- Representatives
sashington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman Burton:

This'is in respense to your recent inguiry on behalf of
Ms. June B. Crym of Baltimore, concerning the forwarding
of Social Security checks for residents of an Agricultural
Mission in Guyzna, South America. '

Local postmasters are only reguired to maintain customer
change of address orders for a period of one year. Past
experience has shown that problems in administration and
paoerwork management become critical when Such records
zre maintained for periods in excess of one year. In
addition, one year is generally a sufficient period of-
time for our customers to notify their correspondents

of address changes. .

In view of that fact that Ms. Crym did not furnish the
nemes of the recipients involved, it is impossible for
this office to be of assistance in this matter. However,
we have asked the Postmaster at Baltimore to investigate
this matter and to contact Ms. Crym.

Sincerely yours,

G gzﬁ/gf/

General Manager ~ Administration
Government Relations Department




DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND \WELFARE
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
- BALTIMORE, MARYLANRD 21235

perento JEN 12 1 .
. IEA-2-1 , )

Ms. Laurie Efrein .

Administrative Assistant ;
Peoples Temple .

P.0. Box 15023

San Francisco, California 94115

Dear Ms. Efrein: . i
Thank you for your letter to President Carter.

You are correct in stating that entitlement to social security
benefits is an earned right and that U.S. citizens are
entitled to receive there benefits anywhere in the world
except Estonia, Kungary, Iceland, Latvia, Libya, Lithuania,
New Zealand, Romania, Uruguay, USSR, and Zambia. N

(L It is also correct that in late 1977 social security benefits
were interrupted for persons moving to Guyana. Tnis was due
to misintepretation of postal regulatlons and has subsequently
been corrected.

There are presently 112 social security beneficiaries in
Cuyana receiving total social security benefits of $21, 946
monthly.

The Postal Service memo which you refer to did state that
neither social security checks nor Federal supplemental
sescurity income (SSI) payments were to be forwarded to Guyana.
Tnis memo was issued due to misinterpretation of the Social
Security Act by postal officials. The memo has been rescinded
and replaced by a memo which allows social security benefits
to be forwarded to Guyana and only prohibits the forwarding of
SSI payments.

Whnle social security benefits are an earned right for which’
perscas have worked, SSI payments are not. Federal SSI
payments are public assistance payments and Section 1611(f) of
the Social Security Act prohibits the sending of there
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“pay=ents to any person who is.not physically residing in the
contential U.S., Alaska, or Hawaii. Residents of foreign

. eduntries including U.S. territories such as Puerto Rico,

Guam, and the Virgin Islands, are not entitled to SSI
payments.

Any persons who reside in Guyana and fail to receive social
security benefit checks are to contact the U.S. consulate in
‘Georgetown for assistance in having the checks resumed. .

Persons residing in Guyana who were entitled to Federal SSI1
payments before leaving the U.S. may contact their local
social security office and re-establish entitlement to there
paymsnts after they have been back in the U.S. for at least 30

consecutive days.
incerel Zﬁ)rs,
. . &»’»-0‘

I L

‘ Thomas C. Parrott
Associate Commissioner .
for External Affairs
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CONSUI/ER ADVOCATE
Vvrashinglon, DC 20260 -

December 27, 1977

Dear Ms. Efrein:

This is in response to Postmaster General Benjamin F.
Bailar's copy of vour letter dated December 16, 1977
to the President.

As you may know, the Department of Health, Education,
and welfare has recently clarified the procedures for
forwarding checks to addressees in Guyana. The post
office has been instructed to forward green checks to
addressees who have a valid change of address order
on file; however, gold checks may not be forwarded.
For further information, we suggest you contact

#r. J. Leland Embry, District Manager, Social Security
Administration, Department of lealth, Education, and
Welfare, 303 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, CA
94102.

Thank you for taking the time to write.
sincefly, /
ﬂ/ il

7
56‘; g~ Dials

«Consumér affairs Manager
(202) 245-4531

Ms. Laurie Efrein
Administrative Assistant
Peoples Temple of the
Disciples of Christ

P. O. Box 15023 -

San Francisco, CA 94115
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¥s. Laurie Efrein
P,.0. Box 15023
San Francisco, Califceraia 94115
Dear Hs. Efrein:
Thank you for your letter to President Carter.
We are gi&ing your letter attention and will be in touch
with you again as soon as possib{;T
N s 2
Slnc;f;ly yoursy p
,, ' i
}1:_1 r'/ l.',.‘_f
A
Don I. Wortman
Acting Commiissioner of
Social Security
¢
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION M
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21235

Refer to: JAN_ 518 orr[czormzcowmss;on:n

JEA-2-4

Mr. Joseph E. RHall

President

San Francisco Branch NAACP

2085 Sutter Street, Suite 211
San Francisco, California 94115

Dear Mr. Hall:

Secretary Califano has asked me to thank you for your inquiry and to
reply to it since it concerns the social security program. ¢

I am asking the appropriate officials in our Division of Intermational

Operations to look into the situation you described in your letter and
to raspoad directly to you. You shoulj/hear from that office soon.

Sinterely yours/
. P URA 7 4 ’t..
/g;zh..,i. (uor’:' '_{a,n///». R e

Acting Commissioner of
Social Security
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P *Mr. Joseph E. Kall

Presicdent e
San Francisco Branch RAACP s 8
2085 Sutter Street, Suite 211

San Francisco, California 94115

Dear Mr. Ball:

This is in reply to your letter to Secretary Califano
regarding the problem certain mcmbers of the Peoples

Terple Christiarn Church are encountering in receiving
their checks vhen they move to Guyana, South America.

‘We are plcased to corfirm that all bereficiaries living
. in CGuyana, includirg those who are merkers of ithe ‘above
Ciurch, are rzceiving their checks regularly. It is to
(' be noted, hovever, that irdividuals who iray have been
(, recciving supgplemental scourity income while in the
Unitad States would have those benefits autonatically

termirated whern they move outside the country. Supplemental

berefits are only paid to persons living inside the United

States.

We suggest, should any beneficiary in Guyana have any
prodlem pertaining to their benefits, that they contact
the Zmerican Embassy in Georgetown, Guyvana. The people
there will be glad to assist in any way they can.

Sincerely yours,

- (i .
[ d /xii’z‘fu'r/
Ted D. Girdner

Directoy, Division of

International’ Operations

((
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION. AND WELFARE
SOCIAL SECURIY ADMINISTRATION
BALTIMOAE, MARYLAND 21233

et JAN 17 Bio - o

Mr. Harvey Milk

Supervisor District 5

City Hall

San Francisco, California 94102

Dear Mr. Milk:

Secretary Califano has asked us to reply to your letter regarding the
problem certain members of the Peoples Temple Christian Church are
encountering in receiving their social security checks when they move
to Guyana, South America.

We are pleased to confirm that all beneficiaries living in Guyana,
including those who are members of the above Church, are receiving
their checks regularly. It is to be noted, however, that individuals
who may have been receiving supplemental security income while in the
United States would have those benefits automatically terminated when
they move outside the country. Supplemental benefits are only paid to
persons living inside the United States. .

We suggest, should any beneficiary in Guyana have any problem pertaining
to their benefits, that they contact the American Embassy in Georgetown,
Guyana. The people there will be glad to assist in ny way they can.

cerely ﬁau s 'ﬂ"
oo -

Thomas C. Parrott
Associate Commissioner R
for External Affairs v
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION. AND WELFARE
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

T
. £ #.0. BOX 1756
. . BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21203, U.S.A.
. REFER TO i BUREAU OF RETIREMENT :
) . AND SURVIVORS INSURAN
. s JAN 85 878 Rance |

: : Reverend William D. Persell
st. Jonn's Episcopal Church
514 West Adams Boulevard

Los Angeles, California 90007-

Dear Reverend Persell:

- : This is in reply to your inquiry dated December 27, 1977, concerning the
People's Temple Agricultural Mission in Guyana. Secretary Califano
referred your letter to this office because we are responsible for
administration of the social security program for beneficiaries outside «
the United States.

i There are no restrictions on the payment of social security bemefits to
‘ otherwise qualified residents of Guyana. As of December 3, 1977, there

wvere 117 beneficiaries in Guyana receiving social security checks in the
v ( total amount of $22,588.20 a month.

' If any beneficiary in Guyana fails to receive his or her social security

check, prompt inquiry should be made at the American Embassy in Georgetown,
Guyana. The Embassy will determine whether a social security check was

» mailed to the individual. If the check was lost or stolen in the mail,

- - a signed statement of nonreceipt will be forwarded to the Treasury

N . Department and will result in the issuance of 2 replacement check. If no
check was issued to the individual; the Embassy will request an investigation
hy the Social Security Administration. It is always necessary to have
the beneficiary's social security claim number to trace such matters.

We share your concern for the difficulties any beneficiaries may have in
meeting basic human needs without timely social security payments.

Sincerely,

. ;- .
: o, 44,(( 9_' 84«6'-( 2L .
@sq{:ﬁe F. Caligiuri d/L -
Director
Bureau of Retirement

and Survivors Insurance

» | o -A-g -2
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DETEGTIVE IHSPEGTOR

VASKEN MARDIROSSIAN, Region Number 7,
Los Angeles, Calif.

DETECTIVE INSPECTOR Mardirossian, Private
_Investigator, 2266 N. Ronda Vista Dr., Los
Angeles, Ca. 90027, Phone (213) 664-6775 & {213)
662-9825.

THOMAS L. PRUE, Region Number 12, Ontario,
Canada. _

DETECTIVE INSPECTOR PRUE is President of
Prue-Tection of Canada Ltd., 4388 Portage Road,
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 6A4, Phone

(416) 354-2575. .

“

:l E INTERNATIONAL POLICE CONGRESS

KEEP THIS LIST OF SPECIAL AGENTS WITH YOUR
CURRENT DIRECTORY. THEY ARE ADDITIONS
SINCE THE PUBLICATION OF THE BOOK.
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_L___OS ANGELES (Continued) -
Fred Linet, Private Investigator, 3701 Wilshire-
Blvd., Suite 700 East Tower, Zip 90010,
Phone (213) 388-6287 & 461-4881(?24 Hrs. )See ad.
PALO ALTO )
Michael M. Zanoai Company, Michael M. Zanoni,
260 Sheridan, Suite 312, Zip 94306, Phone (415)
329-0532. (See display ad)

PASO ROBLES |
Los Robles Investigations, Dwyne L. Anderson,
728 13th St.,Suite 206, Zip 93446, Phone (805)
238-6131, (See display ad)
REDWOOD CITY
Feusier Investigation, Stanley L. Feusier, 950
Regent Ct. §1, Zip 9406}, Phone (415) 364-3768.
(See display ad)
SAN DIEGO
John M. Hughes Detective Agency, John M.
Hughes, 2420 Uaiversity Ave., Zip 92104,
Phone (714) 296-1422, (See display ad)
F.E. Stonebrook Investigations, Freeman E.
Stonebrook, 110 West C St., Suite 714, Phone
(714) 234-3493. (See display ad)

{” SAN FRANCISCO

Mazor lavestigations, Joseph A. Mazor, P.O.
Box 99717, Zip 94109, Phone (415) 776-7232.
(S=e display ad)

William Sheppard Investigations, William J.
Sheppard, 167 Sickles, Zip 94112, Phone (415)
584-6920. {(See display ad)

VISALIA -

Criminal Investigation & Intelligence Agency, Ben
Ortiz, 1844 So. Mooney Blvd., Suite O, Zip 93277,
Phone (209) 733-0697. (See display ad) '

L-
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Zg CALIFORNIA

INVESHIGATORS o CONSULTANTS o ANALYSIS o VIDEO REPORTERS

_ CALL  ——
(415) 776-7232

1ICENSED — CALIFORNIA A-6187 - BONDED

.SRECIALI'ZING IN CRIMINAL
AND ASSOCIATED MATTERS

SAN FRANCISCO - WASHINGTON D. C.
HOME OFFICE ADDRESS: POST OFFICE BOX 99717,

SAM FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA %41

SAN FRANCISCO, CALlFORNlA 94112
167 Sickles o

(415) 58 4- 692 1]

wWilliam J. Sheppard

ALL TYPES OF IRVESTIGATION
® ClViL & CRIMINAL
& CHILD CUSTODY
. ® DOMESTIC
® INSURANCE
® MISSING PERSONS
® PATERNITY
® SKIP TRACING
® SURVEILANCE
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Taking The Offensive

Peoples Temple Investigates The Investlgators

As part of Peoples Temple's
campaign to expose and dis-
credit attacks upon it In recent
months, the temple is now
launching a thorough Investi-
gation of persons and organiza-
tions implicated In what Attor-
ney Charles Garry has termed
“*an  organized, orche-
strated, premeditated cam-

paign lo destroy 2 politically
progréssive church.”

A recent march downtown in
San Franclsco featured signs
that detailed the long history of
persecutions the temple has
sutfered for its members' bes
liefs and actlons in defense of
minorities and the poor--perse-
cutlon ranging from arson,

bombing attempts, and at-
tempted assassinations of the
group’s leader, Jim Jones, to
electronic survelllance, blacke
mail, the tampering with U.S.
mail, unexplained interference
by the U.S. Customs Depart-
ment, and the wihholding of
Soclal Socurily checks lrom

[§ $ living in

scrutiny Is how an Individuat

Building on Fifth Street several

like Mazor managed toobtaina - weeks ago resulted In a report
state Investigator’s lcense of only **70°"" pickets In an
aller his'release from prison In  article [n that paper. Now these
1976. The temple is pursuing members, exgressing outrage
many leads: If does nol plan to
stop until every phase of

Mazor's operation is cxposed.

Anolher piece of avidence

Guyana.

Under spacial Investigation
by Peoples Temple is Joseph
Mazor, whom the Barkelsy
Barb had exposed as having 3
long criminal record and as
having hired one of the far-
gest pubdlic refations flrms in
San Francisco to help him
orchesteale the attacks in the
media against Jim Jones and
Peoples Temple. He has not
revealed who has pald for such
a costly enterprise. but the
temple now has documented
evidenca that he Is a member
of th2 - *2-aatienal Police Con-
gress, an agjuncl to INTER-
POL, the notonrous Vozi-in-
fested international cr.minal
potice organization. Remarkab-
ly, there is also documented
evidence that INTERPOL has
been responsible I soreading
lies about the church in other

* areas of the world (hat bear

close resemblance to the media
smears coordin ~d by Mazor
inthe Bay Area.

Another point under close

d by the lemple In
recent days is the possession of
a U.S. Postal Service memo
distributed to San Frangisco
branch post oflices, directing
them to return Scilal Security
checks to HEW when there is a
forwarding address order for
Guyana, Elderly and disabled
residents of the temple project
in Guyana, all of whom have:
submilted approprlate transfer
documents to the Social Secu-
rity office. and who were
assured of transter with for-
warding of thesr checks in the
Interim, now face denlal of
benefits that they have worked
for, Peoples Temple strongly
protests what it considers an
outrageous denial of constitu-
tional and human rights, The
temple plans to pursue this
malter through fts legal staff
and by contacling elected
government officials,

Temple members bave sald
that thelr determination was
strengthened when the march
of some 500 people in front of
the San Francisco Examiner

at new developments, have
vowed 1o march and protest on
acontinuing basls if necessary,
so {hat 1he facts will reach the
public’s attention,
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THE LATEST SMEAR

Following the death by murder (which even the papers called myster-
{fous), of Chris Lewls, another viclous comment appearsd In tho news. | (3
was inferred that Chris was a hired bodyguard for Jim Jones, That lhan
outrageous lle] The Temple has never hired anyone, and Chris never
worked fot us (o this or any other eapacily.

He did make contrbutions (o the Temple by helping young people
joome off drugs. It was Jim Jones and the Temple that helped him with 3
driad thai he went throtgh some years sgo and bad gotlen Chrls off drugs.
‘His efforts on behalt of young people with drug problems are docutnented
‘and proven by the large number of youth llving happy, useful lives today
;who came through the Temple rohabllitation program.

Chris’ family were membars of the Temple. His mother lived and dled

n our church and was & very good woman. We halp the families and loved
'ones of membars; that is our standard practics. Though Chris himsetf did
ot follow our advice, he did help get many troubled youth off di
jwe know that for a fact.
« 1t the authors of the news article on Chris Lewls concluded that he was
'a part of us, then a lot of questions should be raised. Because the night of
his death a threatening phone call came to the Temple saying, “There will
be more, Tonlght was the finst.”
+ And it was undoubtedly these liss that he was 8 Temple “bodyguard”
that got him shot. We don't beliave this was a gangland murder, We be-
lieve the conspirators are responsible—there are those who would sactifics
anyone It [t served thalr purpose. We had to talk to some of his friends
oul.dtdo the chureh 10 keep them rom taking revenge. This murder we will
a0t forget. 4 .

A CAMPAIGN TO DISCREDIT JIM JONES?

Thare s only one reseon why some people would sttempt to paint such
1 blzame lmage of Jim Jones ss has been done over the pmt months. He
rares sbout ALL people. And he can do somathling about the plight of the
poor and oppressed. Reactl forces are trying to destroy his Image
se be Is the most persistent fighter for soclal justios. Next time you

this terribly bizarre, distorted sttention—think.
}" For months the distortions and lles have been and

+ ashad-

-

UPDATE: THE LATEST FROM JONESTOWN

Charles Garry lived with us savera! days and nights at the Temple pr|
joct In Guyana. He Is a man known to spesk the truth all the time—and
called Sonestown “"PARADISE" .

An article dated December 11, 1977, In the Guyang Chronicly, the
country’s leading newspaper, calls the Temple agricuitural project “s first
dass exsmpls of community Hife.” Written by & Dsntal Surgeon who
stayed saversl days at the project, the asticle further states: *} have naver
befors seen so many people of varying races working happlly together,
side by side, without a single spark of friction, With its own school, sew-
mill, electelcity, roads, houtas, end 10 on, all being scrupulously clean, |
could not help but be impressed.”

What was fust 3 “jungle outpost’’ a very few years ago is now a cantar
of productive activity. A Guysnsss officlal who visited recently wrote in
the guest book: “This is a modal community that should be emulated atl
over the workd.” We havs yst to get the first criticlsm from any govern-
ment leader or any delegation, and we have viiitors from the U.S., Europe,
and msny South American countries il the time. Our profect has been
praised by governmant leaders throughout the world. Recent visitors have
Included a delegation fi>m the Minlstry of Educastion and the Minister of
Interior Development. The Minlstry of Education dslegates ware thrilied
with our mursary and sducational programs, which include Instructlon in

several foreign fanguages, corractive work for many types of learning disa- :

billties, and mathematical and sclentitlc training.
The madica! department is eonsidersd by many to be the most unique

of Its kind for Ehll type 9"mmm«n!§v. ‘Tm n'm Includes s madical doc-

tor, 3 ph saversl nurse practl

A P P
tioners, and & number of RNs and LVNs plus many miedicat assistants, lul.

time health care workers, and trainess. There Is a physical therapy depai
ment, under the supervision of a llcensed thersplst. We conduct reqular
cancer cllnics, both In Jonestown and in nesrby communities. We have
also been sble to treat children from the surrounding area who have not
been 30 fortunate as to recsive skilled care previously.

Medical squl Includes two EKG machines, s i , ¢

hashed
but never a word Ja printed or spoken about the Iives salvaged and milllons
ot your tax dollars saved through Temple rehabilitation programs.

Perhaps some agencies {elt they had to discredit Jim Jones and Peoples
Temple in order to protect Lhe system. But when Paoples Templs endesv-
ors only to relleve soclety of Its many burdens, it Is tidlcutous that they re-
2018 0 such crue) and inhumane tactics. No one elss seems to be willing to
help. The fact that Jim Jones was appolnt d to the 8an Franclaco Housl
Comminion and elected head commissioner speaks for itself. Good citl-
‘zans would not have placed him In that posltion If he had been the type of
person the media has tried to smaar in the public mind, He has never done
anything fraudulent.

'YOU SHOULD HELP, BECAUSE NEXT TIME IT MAY BE YOU!

What follows are quotes from religi: polltieat and Ity lesders
Iwho have sesn through the les being spread about Jim Jones and have
ypoken out on behalf of this grest leader for soclal and racial justics. The
names of thess prominent officials are not used here, becauss we do not
want them to get the kind of haramment we have suffered,

“You are the q?ltalru of caring for humans, sharing and providing dasic
needs for each other, helping the sick and aofflicted and educating the youth.
Everyone’s strugale ls your siruggle; your flght for, human dignily i bayo
compare.

“Peoples Temple s targeted for di tion decause it ts a deter
imined effort to deal twith the most fundamental problem of our soclsty—
rppmulannf the poor.”

“One gels the mpression (at Peoples Temple) of being In the midst of
1ihe human roce at its best; a comnuinily of peopls whose rlmarzlconum
F"? love and to ssrve....Peoples Temple is led by & man of desp integrity

senitivity.”
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k and an | ‘Wa will s00n be getting an X-ray machine,
10 be operated by a ticensad technician with 20 years of axperisnce. All
fabwork such s urinslyss snd biood testing, is don by our fab tachniclan,

This i an environment where everything grows and thrives. We have *

Just cleared snother 200 ecres of fush Jungle land for planting—a contin.

uing process s our agricultural programs expand.. We have food stored

months ahaad of time, to prepare for saitsufliclancy of the project. Fre-

quently, too, we take lsrge amounts of food Into nestby communities to

distribute. To meet protain we sre acquiring mitk cows.

Alresdy we have two bulls ﬁ'" propagation of 8 herd. The pigs are thriving,
of chich

::d. tlold: of th ;dd p h‘:s‘!,un o d 2000 chicks from
ern Incubators to tg lts tion, We are 1 » number
1ebbits for food, poed . iro » n ot

A whols host of craft and cottage industriss have taken hold as the Indis
vidual talants of residents flower for tha collective good. Toys, furniture,
and handicrafts sre among the items made. The community Is very calor-
ful, & true modern village, 35 homes are being lsndscaped with frult trses,
gardens snd decarative fencing.

The axcallent heslth of residents hers apd the astounding growth of the

profect are glowing reflections of the splrit of soclallst cooperation. Evub

persan is motivated to function at their very best, s they sas their tale:

being usad directly to help othars. Almost nesdless to tay, averyone feels

vory securs and wall cared for Inan i like this. The experi

of Jonestown, and the Inspiration of Its founder-leader Jim Janss, Is butld-

ing happy and haalthy lives. We sre mote proud than we can say of what

:. _h-nkl:un able to sccomplish In such o thort time In this beautifut Jun-
s inteclor. :
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Whoa Nitler came for the Communlets, | didn’t speek up, or | wesn't 8 Communit,
an he arrested the Jews, | didn’t protest because | wen’t 8 Jew.

When the Necls arrested the trade unionlsts, | didn’t protest, for | wes not ia 8 unkon.
Then they ceme sfter the Outholics, but | 0idn't speek out becsuse | wes not Catholie.
e they came for me It wes TOO LATK... Thers wes no one et 10 stand up for me,
. =Rov. Mertin Nismostier

TEMPLE GOOD WORKS VICIOUSLY
ATTACKED WHILE EX-NAZI
BUTCHER GOES FREE v

Have you heard of the ex-Naxi who ordered the execution of §,000—
10,000 Romanlan Jews during Hitler's fascist relch who s living ia the
Unlted gula—-now the Blshop of an eatire orthodox denamination i thig
oountry .

Probably not. News of this butcher 1s scarce, oven thou’h he had the
bodles of tens of thousands of Jews stamped “Kosher meat™ and bung
from meat hooks In & slaughterhouse—even though be has baen Indicted
for lying to the U.8, Immigration Service In order to abtain hia U.8. cit-
senship—there Is hardly one word sald about him. He moves about freely,

Yot more and more “news”—outrageously blased articles and outright
liss—hare been printed about Jim Jones day after day.

Why? Wae think we have an Idea. Among the sources used In most of
the vicious storles against the Temple ls an admitted Naal, The Temple, in
fts community newspaper, the Proplss Forum, has openly E‘lnw the
truth about this ex-Nazl butcher who poses as a “man of God”. We hary
consistently sun articles exposing the activities of neo-Nazi groups In the
U.8. and right bere In San Francizco. We wi months ago not to
touch that subject or those people, Yet we have feit ptroagly that 3
body had to priat the truth about these NAZIS who are thriving oub

It 1s very stranpe that some of the people used as sources for the dispar-
aging articles weee outright sdvocates of terroris....And that some of the
harassment and threats we have besn subjected to we have traced to
NAZIS....And that the taciic of using the media to lay down & relentiess
barrage of bad publicity to destroy was perfected [n NAZI Gor
many by Hitlet's propaganda mi Josaph Goebbet o

BLACKMAIL ATTEMPT: Dennis Banks' - .
Is Offered a Dedl for His Freedom, .~ .\

i

‘The following are from the persopal teotimony of DRNNM -,
BANKS, Americaa Indian Movement leader; B T
“He (David Conn) sald that my asoclation with Peoples Tempie could *
reflect very badly on my extradition. He then sked me to make a publie
denunclation of Jim Jones, Ho ascured me that if I made such & denuncia” .
tion, the rulings In my extradition would go In my.favor, . ‘ *

“Conn was obviously trying to make a deal with me, and I was being
blackmalled. Conn let me know that besides working with Tressury agentsy
and other government agents, that he was already working with ex-mem-
bers of the Peoples Temple, such as Grace Stosa....

““Conn pressed hard for mae to meet with s U.9. Tresaury Deparimaent
agent alone that very night, These agents alt knew 1 had 8 fot hanging over
me, Besldes the extradition (which to me le certalnly a life and death
caatter), 1also had & case In Federsl Court In which the Trassury Depert-
ment was Involved, 3

“It was not Just & mn&:: .of Qona lndluuntg:‘lw 1t would go weli vllw

me IL I coop d, but s it 1 didn’t cooperate,
would go badly for me, "
“Conn also sald that he In no way wanted this information revealed for
foar that It would ‘blow thelr cover’ and ruln any possible mesting between
mne u_xd the Treasury agents.” algned, DENNIS BANKS

-t e emsnnke e

T
mnm—wn' ol P
seolel padd anied
i PR el
h ,-,!‘ Sk 3R k-
K740 Towpie jun Rap Fronsieonl g Hoin!

i "'h red m'm‘"?m ‘ -‘ ‘

e ““'m....,‘:'mmkf'ﬁ’*ﬂ?’“f o '__‘m,m.
Py hay b : 2
e e el e ot s A

v ,w-n‘.wa : RIEE £
mimas.bﬂ.h‘umau
APERPETRATED AGAINST-JIM

v

7

US. CUSTOMS SEIZES TEMPLE CARGO

In August, 1977, seven agents of the U.8, CUSTOMS (DEPARTMENT
OF THE TREASURY) broke into crates of nugoplln belng shipped by the
Templa to our sgricultural muaslon In Guyana, South Amaeriea,

The Customs agents refused to give any explanation or probadle csuse
for thia sudden search and Interuption of our shipment, 1
When Attornsy CHARLES GARRY demanded an explanation of the
U.B. Customs Department, they replied they were “Exempt from diselo-

wre' and refused to provide any answer,

TAMPERING WITH U.S. MAIL

A mall package g Imp d and church-related
buslness documents arrived at the Ban Francisco Tmple Headquasters
from Guyans completely dastroyed. The package had besn opened, tam.
pered with and its plately rulned, A subst
scent of wine had been poured all ovsr the papers. Legal documents and
affidavits were lost.

Latters requasting an explanation from the Post Office have o~/

SURVEILLANCE

When MRS. UNITA BLACKWELL WRIGHT (hlack woman Mxyoe of
Mayersvitle, Misluippl and fellow traveller with Shirley MacLalne (o Peo- 1,
ples Republic of China), came (o speak at Peoples Templs, two men were
caught spying on the mesting.

‘Thay were found standing In the narrow corridor beside the Templs
with large briefcases,and they fled when they were approsched by a cur
lous Temple member.

Their license plate traced them to Blloxl, Misslesippl, and then to Kees-
lor Alr Force Base, where thay were confimed to be high-tanking goven-
ment employees and electronlcs experts.

Lattars from Congresmaen got only vague answers from the Departzent
of tha Alr Force: “The alleged activities are not within the Aty Porce's In

} Jurisdiction. We uad 3 your eoncern and regret we
bs of more sstlstance.”

FREEDOM of RELIGION VIOLATED
The Boclal Bacurity checks of hundreds of sealor cltiens, members of
hop:u Temple weiding at the Tompie's Guyana ralnion, are belng dellb-
srately withheld,
Guyana i3 a counlry where one may legally recelve Ol‘l'l aoc}d Bocumy
! hno?h The Soclal Security ;;thondpknt to
transfer the checks on request .
: Each and evary one of the saniors who are Soclal Securlty recipients [
flled for autosiatic transfes of thelr checks to Guysna.
‘ m:“umolﬁmo!donmmdmdn&lhnhm
withheld,
We have located & memo which was circulated by the local Post Office
[ demanding the “retum of all 881 (gold checks) and Soclal Sscurity (green)
to the Depariment of H.E.W, (Health, Education and Welfare) when there
¢ leat ding ardes for G Guyana, Bouth America” R
Congremmen ﬁd attorneys have written on our behalf and have so far [,
s baen ignoted by HE.W. It appears to be & flagrant move to deny subsis-
oa antvh tance funds to the slderly, blind, and dlsabled, and to cut off thelr econo-
onlieg) thy mic lifelioe. ‘The Temple also questlons If this does not constitute a viols:
wrervens ‘whp tion of Its First Amend rights of religlous freed that
* supsly religious preference should In no way preempt U.S. citizens fro
reselying benafits they labored for, and which is thelr legal due,

]
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( LAW OFFICES OF ( .

MARSHALL R. BENTZMAN °
1256 MARKET STREET
BAN FRANCISC, CA 94102

———

(415) B64-3131

June 29, 1978 -

Mr. Jeff Young, Investigation Branch -
Federal Communications Commission

1919 "M" Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re; Peoples Temple
Dear Mr. Young:

This confirms our. telephone conversations of June 26 and
June 28, .1978, in which I informed you that as of Saturday, June
24, transmissions emanating from WB6 MID/8R3 in Jonestown, Guyana,
have been obstructed. You informed me at that time that both
stations in Guyana,l) WB6 MID/8R3, Jonestown, and 2) WB6 MNH/8RIL,
Georgetown are in fact legitimate operating stations in good stand-
ing and since they are not within the border-s of the United States,
they are not within the jurisdiction of the Federal Communications
Commission (F.C.C.). .

Since our conversations of June 26, I have received further
clarification of the nature of the interference. Each time amateur
radio station WB6 MID/8R3 has tried to utilize services of the Mari-
time Mobile Net (14,313 Kilohertz) for phone-patch traffic, the
operator has been denied service. He has been informed each time
by a man who called -himself a "Net Coordinator" that the Net could
not and would not help him because th:y had been informed by the
F.C.C. that WB6 MID/8R3 was operating illegally. They were further
informed that a letter would be forthcoming from the F.C.C. veri-

fying this.

vou further informed me that no such interference was author-
ized by the F.C.C. and that the interxference was not caused by the
F.C.C. -

My clients (Peoples Temple) , operators of these Guyanese
stations, are participants in a church Agricultural and Medical
mission. They have used the Maritime Mobile Net over the past se—
veral years in locating and contacting medical doctors to assist
them in medical emergencies. - There are no telephones available
jrito this remote South American jungle region. The. health and safe-
ty of well over 1,000 mission residents and the success of their
medical outreach program to the entire northwest region of Guyana
are seriously jeopardized by being deprived of this vital amateur
radio service. Tt is the only means of communication for emergency,
life and death medical traffic.

[
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| Mz, Jeff_foupg p.2 ' June 29, 1978

We would appreciate your informing the members of the
Maritime Mobile Net that stations WB6 MID/8R3 and WB6 MNH/8R1l are
in fact legally operating stations and also convey this to the
Net Coordinatoxs who are selecting out and blocking their phone-
patch requests so they will understand that- they have been misin-
formed about the status of the two stations.

Please be informed that Peoplus Temple is hereby registering
a complaint with the F.C.C. for these interferences with their
txansmissions,

R Yours truly,
s ] ,
Wlwstiy K Lofpre.,
MARSHALL BENTZMAN
MB/eg’

cc; Peoples Temple
F.C.C., San Francisco, CA
F,C.C., Legal Advisory & Enforcement Division,
Washington, D.C. )
F,C.C,, Monitor Station, Livermore, CA
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RN _ _ May 4, 1978

PR

: Police Chief Charles Gaines
¢ ’ . San Francisco Police Department
N . Hall ‘of Justice
: -850 Bryant Street
San Francisco, CA.

Re.: People's Temple
Dearlchief Gaines:

Last night, People's Temple at 1859 Geary held
a free concert for its members and invited the public.

(j' That concert ran from approximately 7:30 P.M. to 9:00-P.M.

. An attorney associated with this office ana.in'
. attendance last night observed the following events along
with several members of the People's Temple:

1) About 9:30 P.M. members of the People's
Temple reported that a uniformed police officer
- in an unmarked car was parked in the parking lot
next to the People's Temple at the corner of Steiners
and Geary. That car was a blue two-door Honda,
California license No. 998-RNB.

2) The attorney from this office along with
poth membexrs of the People's Temple approached the
officer and asked why. he was spying and eavesdropping
on the People's Temple. The officer denied any such
actions and would not explain his presence. The offjicer's

badge number is No. 2583,

3) One of the members of the People's Temple
+hen took four photos of the officer.

4) The officer then left his car and approached
the three men and stated he was.on a stake-out for
a 211. That there had been robberies: of several "Fish
and Chip" restaurants that night, and that this was the
last one in the city, and that he was waiting for the
robber. )

-
-
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. Police Chief Charles Gaines:
- Page Two
May 4, 1978

5) Xt was also reported that another man
who talked to this officer was seen next to the
People's Temple outer wall and appeared to be
eavesdropping with,K some sort of eguipment.

This whole matter appears to be another example
of Gover..ment harassment of the People's Temple.

Very truly yours,

i’y }%%WVV -

ARLES R. GARRY

\ CRG)lh






