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March 29, 1978

Michael B. Cartmell
681 Ellis Street # 675
San Francisco, CA 94109

Hon. -John R. Burke
United States Embassy
31 Main Street
Georgetown, Guyana
South America

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

Enclosed please find two sealed envelopes containing
letters to members of my personal family in the Peoples
Temple project in northwestern Guyana.

As you may recall, the Peoples Temple and its chief
minister, Jim Jones, have recently been the subjects
of media and governmental investigations in Califor-
nia. As a member of the Temple for some twelve years,
I can attest to the veracity of the accusations which
stirred the public's interest. Hence, you will appre-
ciate my concern for my family's well-being.

Moreover, in light of the heavy censorshlp to which all
personal mail going into the project is subjected, I am
apprehensive that any letters I might send directly will
never reach my family. For this reason, I reluctantly
ask that you or your staff ascertain. that these letters
are given to them privately.

Also, I shall be grateful for your comments as to their
appearance and apparent well-being.

Thank you for your assistance in this highly emotional
and personal matter.
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2 Dear Mr. Cartmell: -
) I refer to your letter of March 29 to Ambassador Burke. 3
14 ¥hen a Consular Officer visits the People's Temple —
] Agricultural Commmity he will deliver your letters b
S to your relatives and you will be informed of the re- .
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Dear Mike,

In the first place, nobody has told me anything about you; what

1 know is what I heard on the radio that day. .Don't insult my
intelligence. The fact is that nothing was said about dying until
you started on the radio. If you keep this stuff up, I guess 1'd
gladly die, alright. I can't imagine you being on the steps of the
Federal Bldg. with the Mertles! 1It's shocking that you'd be

part of what every socialist movement in history has gone through.
Just shocking!

Jim and Walter and Patty and all of us still love you, if you won't
destroy our love; but our destinies are inseperable. You haven't

gone as far as the others yet to hurt us, and I hope you won't,
because you were upheld highly here even to the point that there would
be an open door for you if you don't try to hurt us here.

I know that you know all about the mercenaries, and what they are
getting ready to do. I want to remind you that you'll be doing a
disservice to your own flesh and blood if you cooperate with those
people.

1 asked Harriet if she was "assigned" to you and she said she'd take
an oath that she wasn't and in fact she said you were more in than
she was, and if anyone would have been "helped" it would have been
her. She said it was totally laughable and untrue and she thought
you would have more sense.

For your information nobody took any risks for Jim xm.LyAws . The
idea that you would even question the thing down there when you
know what happened right outside the church not long before - -
where that was supposed to have happened so close to the church,
Dear, you must be wauting to believe what is comfortabled

Dr. Lapkass has Jim's records - - you can talk to him and find out
about Jim's health. But he is doing fine now. Don't.try to tell
me what he doesn't do! I've seen him risk too many times, and you
forget I was in New York with him and I saw how he tried to get

on a plane to come home then. You've really come along too late.

1 am glad you are all doing "fantastically" well., They sure get
paid enough., The idea of you with the Mertles is something 1 just
can't get used to. kemember what was done to Elaine Brown when
they got through with her. And don't forget too, that Tim insisted
John had to visit Guyana. 1 was there the night it was decided.

Ask Tim to be tested - - when you went out and Jim sent Mom after
you. Tim said then that you ought to be killed., Fut him to the

test on it. Obviously you're the one being taken in. It's stupid

to blame Jim for your marriage falling apart. I was there when

he asked Suzanne to stay with you. And Jim won't forget the mountain
side - - remember how first he went down after a baby? You've

really been manipulated. You know how they stand straight up and

lie about John! Even Cyrus Vance says this whole thing is a
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conspiracy! 1 knew all about Bhis thing'in L.A. and the two
letters that Dick McCoy gave us . . . and we know who set it up.
Just Keep in mind that your name won't be mentioned in anything
or anywhere as long as you don't talk about Jim or Patty in

any way.

Something you said in your letter contradicts the charges you are
making. You say you care about us, you are concerned that we are
likely to all die together if things don't go our way. 1I1f you're
really concerned, and if you believe that, then why do you keep
pushing us to a positien you believe would bring that about?

Then you say Jim may leave Guyana with all the money and leave

the People stranded. Jim could have left or died many times and
had peace, but he knew he would leave a lot of people behind untaken
care of, But if you don't choose to believe that, tell me how you
can on one hand say he might take everything and leave, then say
bhe is eager to die and take everyone with him? That doesn't make
any sense, °

Don't send me any more letters like that one. 1I'm not interested in
your assurances - - but it's obvious that someone is giving you
assurances. Jim did not talk to me about you, so don't you talk to
me about him. Mom and I do mean it! This is a beautiful place,
everyone is as completely happy here as anyone on earth can be.

You should check with relatives who have been here., You can even
check with Tom Adams to get their names and numbers. Also you -
should look up an article about us in one of the largest news .
agencies in the world -~ - I think you might know which one it is.
In regard to our friend coming here when he did, the only way he
could build this community was to come herc himself. Our enemies
are trying to tear things down here the same as they are trying to
do there., Of course they can't do it because we're here to stay.
We'‘re not going anywhere. '

I want you to be sure you hnow this is from me. HKemember what

you said some time ago to me - - "When you have a situation of
socialist commitment ano capitalist commitment, the two can't
function together, and one must be canceled.” I would have

liked to have just been able to communicate with you as sister

to brother about my life here. There is plenty to talk about. We
go swimming quite frequently. Last time Mom went with me, and

it reminded me of the time we all went swimming at the chrystal
swinming pool., But I'm not going to share with you all the good
things in my life while you are trying to seperate me from everye.
thing I love. By the way, I love my husband very much. You sounded
sarcastic when I told you about him. I don't appreciate that kind
of reflection on my marriage. I hope in the future we will have
more in common. That depends on you.

Sincerely,

Patricia
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Mike Cartmell
681 Ellis St. # 675
San Francisco, CA 94109
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To0M #5048 (CREIN) #5040 (auPr)

Dear Mike,

The enclosed picture is to tell you how much

I love it here, how happy I am and how well I

am doing, I know that with your deep committment
to the socialist principles and with your
interracial girlfriend, you would love it here too.

Love,

rlriwivw wlwlaulala
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