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Honorable"'Clement J>Wblocki, Chairman

Guyana Inquiry

Per my verbal instructions of November 24, 1978, and pursuant 
to H.Res. 981, you are to conduct a comprehensive inquiry into the 
international relations aspect of the activities of the People’s 
Temple and the tragic events that led to the murder of Congressman 
Leo Ryan and other members of his party and the mass suicide/murder 
of the followers of the People’s Temple that occurred in Jonestown 
on November 18, 1978.

The inquiry should focus on the following:

What did the Department of State know about the 
activities of the People’s Temple in Guyana?

Did the U.S. Government or the Government of Guyana 
have any evidence to suggest that there was a potential for 
violence at Jonestown?

Was the Government of Guyana ever requested to investi­
gate the activities of the People’s Temple Church? If not, 
why not? If so, was this information conveyed to Congress?

What was the relationship between the Government of 
Guyana, its officials and the People's Temple?

Was the Department of State, the U.S. Embassy in 
Georgetown or any other U.S. Government department or agency 
aware of the presence of firearms and ammunition at Jonestown? 
What coordination, if any, took place within the U.S. Govern- 
ment prior to the tragedy, and if so, was this information 
made available to Congressman Ryan?
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What did the U.S. Embassy and its personnel do to 
determine what was going on at Jonestown?

What efforts were undertaken by the U.S. Embassy in 
Guyana to insure that American lives and property of the 
Jonestown inhabitants were adequately safeguarded?

Was the U.S. Embassy in Guyana aware of any reports 
°f physical violence being directed against members of the 
People’s Temple Church, and, if so, was this information 
made available to the Department of State in Washington?

Did representatives of any U.S. Government agency 
interview individuals who had "defected" from the People's 
Temple Church in Guyana? If so, was this information made 
known to Congressman Ryan?

Other matters of interest to the Committee which might 
arise in the course of the inquiry.

In the conduct of this inquiry, I authorize you to seek the 
cooperation of all agencies of the Executive branch, particularly the 
Departments of State, Justice, including the FBI, and Treasury, and 
the Central Intelligence Agency.

You are also authorized to meet with and take statements from 
those individuals who have knowledge of the People's Temple and its 
activities who can contribute to your inquiry.

It is my desire that this inquiry be conducted as soon as 
possible so that your findings can be reported to the Committee on Inter­
national Relations in late January or early February.


