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19th September, .

Dear Mark,

I send herewith a Synopsis of the Chapters of my biography
and the Introduction. This is the work of Fred Archer who
has written several books and who is seeking a publisher in
the United States. If you could send this copy to your agen:
on the basis of finding a suitable publisher and if the arr.ne-
ments are satisfactory to the author Fred Archer, 126 01d bope
N “fffg_—-;> Road, Kingston 6, Jamaica, W.I., then such sum as is agreed
a ﬂpr‘ betveen your agent and Mr. Archer will be payable out of the
nyx’ proceeds.

I would prefer that all arrangements be conducted between your
agent and Mr. Archer as I do not wish to be invo}veﬂ(financially.

There will be a wide market in the entire Caribbean for my book.
Already the Sun newspaper, the Trinidad!Guardian are seeking
rights of republication. I have no doubt the papers in Jamaica
and indeed the entire Caribbean will be making the same approzches.

From the U.X. point of view my own contacts - Lord Cudlipp
formerly of I.P.C. and my B.B.C. and I.T.¥. contacts in London
will be given an opportunity of using the material under suitable
arrangements. .

We are concerned with getting a reputable agent who could do the
ground work and enter into some agreement with Mr. Fred Archer
for the U.S. market.

—— ~ ton &

It was a pleasure meeting you and I look forward to our renewed
association in the near future.

Yours, .

L

-
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e ki a of Sir iy one Jmokhuo

by ¥red Aivhex

Symopsis of chapters:

The Cage of the Conguering Counsel

Meét the real-life Perry Mason! The world's most successful lawyer

213
(vide Guinness Book of Records), he has to date defended 2 clients

oharged with murder and has not lost a single case. Six cases lont pt
first trial he won on appeal, two before that ultimate legal tribumnl,
the Privy Council. He has defended in the U.K. and most of the Britis
Caribbean Countries - except Trinidad where the then Bar Association
objected. Was it felt he would monopolise oriminal practice?
The Case of the Dubious Doctor

Son of Guyana'§ first Indian Solicitor, nephew of first Indian K.C.y
he and his two brothers (both now eminent lawyers) played court trial
games as children. Started school debating society, anéd argued first moot
80 peruuéaivnly that even'his opponent Joined in unanimous vote. Family
had too many members in law already (present total, 16 Judges and lawyers),
and insigted Lionel should become a dootor. Two years of medical study
at Bart's in London ended abruptly when, witnessing his first opexation,
he fainted-at the sight of blood. Sent baock to London to do law he got
through 18 months' work for bar finals in three months.

The Case of the Unexcelled Uncle

His unole, J.A. Luockhoo, was the country's leading trial lawyer, and had

defended in 50 murder cases without defeat (69 outof 71 was his final total..
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The goldrmiih's wile buG ¢Lled altex driviting a poisoned glas. o1l mijk.
A previous wife had died 3y a simiiiar oiroumstances. For the first Lime
Lionel Luokhoo heard the death eentenoce pronounced on a olient, There w.
then no right of appeal. E¢ fought up to-the Privy Counail for a hearing.
When leave was granted and he won the appeal his thirteenth murder can..
that had seemed to be dead unluoky, established his reputation and gained s
place in the lav books. At a celebration party the olient offered him a
ceremonial drink - a glass of milk.

The Case of the Xing-of-all-Trades

Fo less likely Trade Union boss could have been imagined than the suave
young lawyer. Yet four workers' unions in turn invited him to become
President. He won them benefits without strikes, and defended a worker
accused of murdering a wife-seduoing estate manager,

The Case of the Counterfeii Coiner

faking time out from murder, Lionel Luckhoo has fbught many unususl
_ oriminal cases. In one of these stories orime paid double because the

money was genuine -~ £t was the 'coiner' who was ocounterfeit!
The Case of the Archdemon Rum

Rum has triggered murder many times. In one oase it became the agent of
s Bleaaic *frame-up' that Lionel Luokhoo prevented in the last dramatio
moments of the trial.
The Case of-the Unseen Hanpman

Four men had been seen to attack the viotim tha% morhing, leaving him
prostrate dbut alive. Hﬁ;huevé;ihg came his dead body was found hanging

from a tree ==~ but no one had seen the hangman.

o
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dhe Conp of $ho Galle. “uglagor

Leadine hectio 1iio in politios and sport, Liorel is four times inyor
of Qeorgetown, Iresident of Turf Club for 15 years: membexr-of thr Teogialative
Counoil, Minister without PFortfolio, President of the Olympio Asroociation
and much more. Kis reforms as Mayor and an original theoxy of horse-
breeding.

Phe Case of the Murderous Malady

Fo one knew why he had committed the murderous attack until Lionel Luckhoo

propounded the theory that the diseaze_had driven him to kill.

The Case of the Cagey Communigt

Prime Minister Cheddi Jagan (like Fidel Castro) did not adnit he wvas
& Communist when he came tc pover. A four-hour cross-examination in Court

by Lionel Luckhoo forced the admission from him for the first time.

?he case of the Dying Bridegroom

The prominent U.S. politicten ab;oonded to the vést Indies with a suitcacse
full of money and a gold-digging girlfiiend. Luockhoo's ocross-examination
of a priest caused their death-bed marriage to be annulled.

The Case of the Dupliocate Piplomat

¥o looks like Napoleon, but has the diplomatic flair of a Talleyrand.
A; High Commipsionexr to London, Ambassador to Paris, Bonn and the Hague, ho
was the only diplomat to represent two couniries, with two flags on his car
and two separate missions. When the Queen met him she would ask, "Whioh hat
are your wearing today, Sir Lionel?" The oritical and amusing situations

this dual representation brought about. His reminiscences of de Gaulle,

eadera.

¥

Narold wWileon and other jpolitiocal 1
[

o
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greviest Comyf baciee 7 - lu Lo oustouy frev an kEnglish wife becer  on
Engitop Judué. Aftor wiiu viuinry a ucw olient confessold he had snt “ice
to hia own house murxdering his wife and two children = the orl~ o:. - Imabhou
ever turged dovn fLlat. 55$glehandedly, he has raised his four ohiiuren
since the divoroe. Miu 16-year-old daughter maid recently, "Daddy, you are
the best father and mother in the wbrld." o
The Case of the'Disappearing Double

-The,cbnntry boy oame to the big oity and found himself acoused of rape
and murder. Lionel Luckhoo proved that the street lamp the witness claimed
{0 have seen him by had not bee 1it - and the 'double' of the accused he
pointed out to the jury.made a hurried exit from Couxt.

The Case of the Political Cow

Politiocal enemity between a Prime Minister and an ex-Prime Minieter leads
to a Jegal wrangle over a Cow. ,bionel Luckhoo has represented the Prime
Ministers of four countries in oivil aotipns. One says of him, "Hoé the
worldts most successful lawyer but the world's biggest sucker!" - because of
tﬁe nodest fees he charges. ‘

The Case of the Blindfolded Witness

‘The counixy's biggest bank rodbbery, e guerd murdered, five employees held

‘as hostages. Only one of the witnesses had been blindfolded, but it was

she vho vas oexrtain she oould identify the aococused.

ThL Case of the Offending Hands

Even after-they chopped off his hands the thieving giant wgs still th?

nost dangerous man in the community.
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ihe Cape of h _Jdvijels 5itcwos

after many times deolining, Iionel Luckhoo sct_pled an aproinin-nt nu o
High Couxrt Judge - and found himself otill = .:; as defence ocounsel whrn
relavant questions went unasked or unanqu;ed. Despite hie fairness, one
natavrious oriminal blamed and - vatened him after being convioted'- then
engineered a daring escape by leaping from a court window to a confederate’s

motor-cycle below.

The Case of the Dumbstruck Defendant

Back at the Bar, Lionel Luckhoo had to decide how %o defend a man aooused
of murder who had lost his powei of speech.

The Case of the Angry Amazon

She was gigaﬁéfestatuesque, had flirted with the Prince of Walen'(later
Duke of Vindsor). so strong that she could 1ift up two men ard throw them
out of a bar-room. Then she was found deaﬁ with 24 cuélass slashes on her
b;dy, and her diminutive husband was accused of, murder.

The Case of the Constant Christian
Lionel Iuckhoo as a firm, not fanatioal, upholder of the Christian faith.

He writes on religion from the layman's point of view, and spekks in churches
of all denéminations.

A
The Case of the Vicarious Viotor

A legal case that is unique. Becaus; Lionel Luckhoo is tinavailable and
go will acoept no other.oounaol, a man aoocused of masterminding a plot to
ki1l hic miptress's huabané defends himself on a charge of murdexr. ILuckhoo
viaits him in hie prison cell during the three weeks trisl, advises him on

the oross-examination of witnesses, what arguments to put to judge and Jury
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hie Jatest tiiumiie,  ur vae Tirsd uvefeate The case cuntilnuen.

Fot lieted above but to bg iholuded are the cases of the headlers corpse}
the parents charged with the ritual mui&er of tﬁeir childy the uncle who
framed hie boy nephew for murder; the man freed of murder whq wvgs awarded
a rgrple Ieart; the men who killed his best friend in defending hig fr#h.-
the wedding night muxrders; and others,
Also Lionel Luckhoo's commente on his cases end his views (am told %o the
writer) on oriminals, judgec; Jurles, prosecutors, wiinesses -~ formed
during 38 years as a‘trial lawyer with an unrivelled record of success.
Illustrations ’ .

Many photographs are available, including Lionel Luckhoo being knighted
by Queen Elizabeth (the first time a pictuxe of the oceremony was alloved),
with de Gaulle and other world-celebrated figures, with family, and with

grateful clients freed of muxder charges. Aleo scenes of orimes and court
oxhibits,

Lengths
'100,000 words approx.
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1. The Cave of ihs Conguering tovunsel

Who oan matoh his record of triumphant advoocaoy
and the wonderful verdicts he won from the Juries? ~

-~ Lord Birkett on Sir Edward Marshall Hall

%he feud with the neighbours had come to orisis point. Blood was
ahout to run. -*Me. to00.0ld,' Karamat said to his son. ‘You kill ‘em,
Jne-ona. Me got money. Me take Lionel for you.'

Young karamat went out and ki}led. Two people died.

Inocitement to mur@er? That was what the prosechtion called it. Voxds
8 witness claimed to haYe overheard became the main basis for charges of
wilful homicide.

Whatever else they might mean, those words include one of the highest
tributes ever paid to & lawyer. 0ld Karamat and his son wexe willing to

gamble their 1ife on Lionel Luckhoo's ability %o save then from the.gallovs. ’

Cage Ho.2 The eminent Guyanese lawyer, wealthy landowner and former
Cabinet Minister va; about to be arrested for murder. Two eye-witnesses
were ready to swear that he had shot an unarmed man at point-blank range.
Bis‘vifo said she would go to Engleond to find him a lawyer. 'I want you
‘40 have the best lawyer in the world.'

The husband said, 'I agreo with you. I need the best lawyer in the
woild., Déh't‘go:to‘nngland. Got me Lionel Luckhoo.'

#This and other cases referred %o in this chapter are dealt with

more fully later on.
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Froole e weae L a0 Ale e 2 viowin game 40, wier « Da
huwe nt night. Shey o, 2iced to pay double the brisf fee be wenla i &
for defending the acauserd ;L he agreed to relinquish the camre., He tol12
then it vanunot rossible. .

'Very well,' they safi. 'We undersiand you have to apfear. We will
lfill pay you any fee you.name, and all we ask is give a little slack.'
Keaning, don't try your hardest.

Seither heaven nor hell issue statistics. God alone know; the numbers
of 9ouls His vicars on earth have speeded on their upward flight, or saved
from atumbling into the fiery furnace. As with priests, so with doctorss
their worst mistakes are quietly buried; and to trumpet success is forbidden
by & professional ethio that makes a pretence to equality the keystone of
oonspiracy. By oontrast the work of a trial lavyer is on public display.
When two sides are in opposition there must be a losexr for every winner.
Toss & coin a million times and you will get an equal division between
heads and tails. Similarly‘it‘can be predioteq that over & long run the
absolutely averase lawyer will show an absolute 50% record of success and

~t?11uro. A lavyer who wins 60% of his ocases must be good, with a 75% score
he becomes outatanding, and at 90% ... vhat shall ue say? Phenomenal?

. vhat word then is left to desoribe Lionel Luckhoo, who has won the verdiot
to‘ the defence in 269 nurder trials vithouv & single defeat?

Haybo it is simpler to illustrate it as an instance of faot having'
outdistanced fiotion. Erle Stanley Gardner, a lawyer himself, vas often
no;used pﬁ stretching the bounds of goaaibility by allowing Perry Mason
to win overy case. Literary licence was the only ples his oritice would
consider in mitigation of the offencc. Yet Gardener, in his novels,
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comiputsbed Pery o Sacough Jover ihen 70 courtroom trlw e 0]
tceld. Lionel Tuckhoo's unbroken run of suocess in mur?  =aser ir
. throe timen ﬁhut numbes.

SThe first of many morninge I spent in LIonel Luckhoo's office wae
3ike walking into the beginning of a Perry Mason story. His secretexy,
‘Miss Indira Singh, comes him and cajoles him in Della Street fashion into
;eeing en unexpected client. Two people entored, husband and wife. The
husband has shot an unarmed man ihe night before, and is ;xpécting to be
oharged with murder. o

Luckhoo gives the advice Mason might offer; *Go home, If the police
oomo and arrest you, don't make any ata%ement. If they hurt you, even
if they use @ tourniquet, still say nothing; They won't kill you == gnd
it's your neck you are qaving, remember! Tell them only, “"When I have
geen my lavyér I will meke a full statepent.” Just keep repeating that.
Nothing more.'

" Phe man looks scared and doubtful. .

'Dén't worry,' Luckhoo reassures him. 'You won't afterwafda have to
nﬁke the full statement. Once I am called the onus for refusing will then
be on me.' Ne adds a last warning. 'Doq't tell me later you have made
.a statement saying how the killing tock place, or how you believe it
happened.*® .

Ne turns. to the wife. 'If the police take him let me know at once, I
will £ind out where he is being held and go vee him., Were there any
vi;necses?' A . '

The wife, & handsome vomaﬁ, ig calmer than her shaken husband. B5he

. says theore wvere aovoral.vi?nesse' whom she knovn.‘

'Give me their names. Probably the police will have taken statements
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e fhoom o ell hy nowe Al VN'é havé X can't iaku statemen- - IF eyl
not given any statementis I can fnduire into their version.'
There are invesfigators «= ex-police deteotives and law clerks -- b
"uses part-time for leg-work. Kow he calle one of them and instructs him
to interview the witnesses the wife of the olient has named.
But sgain like Fexry Ha;on {the repcated comparison just cannot be
avoided), and unlike any other p¥actising lawyexr one can think of,
Lionel Luckhoo cannot resist takinz part 1nx1nvestigation9 hsﬁself. Once
he walked 15 miles to find andinterview workers in the fields who might
.hsvo seen & fleeing suspect. In a dozen or more murder cases his own
investigations at the scene of the crime have played a decisive part in
vinning & verdict. Sure enough he later went to view the scene of the shootin;
in whioh his new client vas involved. It was & pool room behind a bar-
restaurant. ILionel noted from the bloodstains the dizection.in which
the body had fallen. He estimated the distances from doors and tables
that night prove to be impoxtant, the widih of the meshvork round the
bar that obstructed the view from eér?ain angles. When the time ocame to
cr?hs-cxamine witnenses in oourt he would know what they oould or could
not, should ox Bhould.not, have aeen; . )
The second olient that morning is a man accused of forgery. Middle-aged,
.rospaotable, his whole career now in Jeopardy, he weeps and literally
- kneels before the desk as he pleads ;1th Tionel Luockhoo to esave him. The
tears are not uncommon in that office, but the kneeling is more than Luckhoo

6an stomach. 'Get up!' he says harshly. 'You kneel only to God, not %o

me.' . :" 7 ’ : : N
The thirxd and fourth are both oivil cases. One concern§ a dispute over
a will, the other a matter of habeus corpus. Apari from the last, so

startlingly unususl that it could make legal history, 1%t {s all fairly

typiocal of & morning when he is not in court. At this time Lionel has
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. gt ninrder oanes pcaﬁlh;, wibich {8 aboul averego. Onow. v = tie w;.
co=ee avalting trisl bed shot up to twenty, he stop) -d taking rew canvy,
but re-umed when the number dropped to sixteen. Ne is vastly overvorked.
Wilh 70 cases in hand altogethexr, half of them o¥1minai, he decide? that

vexy week to take no more until the list wae reduced.

Except for murder.

.g. ) .' e

Lionel_huohhoo ie eapy to describe. Ne looks like Napoleon., Wwhen he
wes ¥igh Commissioner %o the Court of St. James, the London Preas
photographeis agked pim to put hie hat on sideways and stick & hand inside
his Jacket in the traditionsl pose. Such flummery was éuperfluous.

Without props or make-uf he is a closer lookalike to the Emperor than
Brando, Boyer or Steiger ever aohieved on film. In repose, after vorking
on a brief until weary, it is the dbrooding look of a Napoleon in exile.

Yet in a way the comparison is deceptive. xwhe stern, unyielding and
imperious Napoleonic traits are seldom.iﬁ evidence, and when evident are
merely assumed ror‘courtréom effeot. Eis natural powers a charm and gift

" of persusaion méro reminiscent of a Talleyrand.

‘When he determined to 'set his ‘cap', as ho puts 1%, at being a great
davyer, Lionel took stop of his physical assets. They did not please him
as being of éhe kind that oould dominate a ocourtroom. Ne was five feet
fiye-and-a-half inches tall. Ee could not forget the half foot that was
lacking, not even the half inch. Tha oommanding height of a Marshall
Bail had boon~don1ed him, Reither.ig:;hose days did he have a frontal
bulge he oould decorate with a gold watoh-chain. (That.touchod.of Napoleonio

" embonpoint has been added since!) So what had naturo.given him? A candid

ENTET
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and he likes people to iike him, Hie ocoummon greetins: YHell  my friend;’
nokee those he meets feol that it is more than a formal salute. F;ionﬂlin00=
does not ;1n Gaaec in court, but it keeps judges and juries in a mood to
listen,
Fonetheless, he does domipate the courtroom. KNormally with a witness
he is coéxins rather than combative, Heédlesa belligerance oan rebound
4f a vitness made defiant then withholds the revealing answer. fet when
_it 18 called for the velvety voice can change, can pierce like a stiletto.
Lionel treate Jndses with an old=-world courtesy that haa gone out of fashion,
. KEven vhen angered he does not loge his tempexr, but he has been known to
respond té blatantly bad rulings with smooth sarcasm., Qne Judge, after
much prevarication o;er'a submission, ended by saying, 'I'm afraid I must
rule against you.' Ne vaa~ansvered: 'You are perfeotly right to be afraid,
. !ou¥ Nonour. When this matter is considered by a higher tridunal your
fears will bve fully Justified.* They were.

One day a man came into Lionel Luockhoo's office. _'Ia talking to &ou
1iko .tadking to a priest?' he asked. ‘'Nothing I say can be repeated?’

' *  Lionel conf;rméd that their conversation had absolute privilege.
'Then name your fee. I'll pay you anything. I wvant to get rid of
my wife. Just tell me how to do it safely, and I will do it.'

" That was one time Lionel Luckhoo.did lose his temper and threatened to
call the police. Ke was incensed at being asked to devise a foolproof
method of murder. Yet when another would-be olient walked in and confoased,
'I have just killed my wife!' Lionel nffered the sheerful comfort, 'That's

‘a minor otfenoo.; I¢ may have ‘been just vhat the man needed to pull him

‘ together. Othervise the seeming flippanoy ig out of charactexr foxr he is

" the least callous of men.
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out in unlikely plaves., To believe that to be sexious is 4o be
is a confusion of triviai minds. The first time he was knighted hy
Quesn Elizabeth (he has been knighted twice; once for legnl, once for
€iplomatic ;erbioea), shie said to him after the dubbing. 'You looked
vexry grave, Sir Lionel,®
" *Yes, Ma'am,' he replied. 'I was thinking of what would happen if
You took a short cut from one shoulder to the other with the -eword.'
ﬁis most harrowing momenis are while vaiéing for the Juxy‘to bring
in a verdict.” He passes the time doodling and reviewing the evidence
" for an apreal -- just in case. Six times Lionel has heard the death
sentence pronounced on clieéts. and has then won the cases on appeal.
Twice, to achieve vioctory, he hAs had {0 go before the.ultimate legal
tribunal, the Privy Council in London. Far morxe often, of oourse, after
the harrowing oomes the immediate reward of hearing the foreman of the
3q:y declare,.'Not Guilty.* .
Lionel Luokhoo has never kept a judge walting. It upsets him 1f‘he has
.%o rush into court at the last moment. KHe likes to arrive early, get his
" books and papers in oxrder, and settle down for at least five minutes before
the court is in session. Whether the issue is large or small, Lionel is in
a state of nerves, like an actor awaiting'his opening line, until the
" moment oomes for his to rise and say, 'Your Honour, I represent the defendant.'
Then the tension vanishes and he ia completely immersed in the case ... until
next morning when it starts all over again. After all the years, the
. hundreds of cases, 'It's still a he;};pf a thing,' he says; 'To know that
& man's whole future may be deoided %y your presentation of hBs care -~ no
malter vhether 1t's a question of money, im?riaonmenf,‘pr saving him from

being hanged.' s e e e -
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' "It was charged agsinst Sooraiea that he made the worse appeaxr the
bettex oaee; Demosthenes, Cicero, every advocate in every age, has had
" %o face the acousation. Why do you defend an unworthy cause? Beyond all
doudbt, many a guilty man has owned his freedom %o a clever counsel. And
lav-bidaing oitizens, who cannot imagine they ever will bein need of a
defender, find this disturbing %o their peace of mind. Inevitably, the
question came before Dr. Samuel Johnson. 8ir William Forbes had said he
thought an honest lawyer should never‘undertake a cause which he was
latisfied.vas not a Just one. Boswell records the blunt answer.

*S8ir,' said Dr. Johnson, 'a lawyer has no business with the Ju;tice
or injustice of the ocause vhich he underitakes es.. The Justice or injustioe
éf the ocause is to be decided by the Judge. Consider, Sir, what is the
purpose of ocourts of justioce? It is that every man shall have his case
fairly tried by men appointed to {ry causes ..es & lawyer is not to-usurp.
the province of the jury or the judge and determine what shall be the
effect of thé evideyoé or the result of legal argument.... If lawyers
vere to undertake no such causes un%il they were sure that they were just,
a man night be precluded ~altogether from a trial of his olaim, though
uere it judicially examined it might be found & very just claim.'

The greatest of English advocate Thomas Erskine, put i% as plainly
- when he defended Tom Paine. 'If the advooate refuses to defend from what
he 'may think of the oharge or the defence. he assumes the character of the
Judge nay, he assumes it befors the hour of Jjudgment «s.s and puts the .

influence of a perhape mistaken opinion into the scale against the accused.'*

*#Lionel Luckhoo's vicws on how many of his clients were guilty, and the

proper roles of defender, proseocutor, judge and ju:y wvill appear in

other ochapters.
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Und-~x theg rulé of lev u éeﬁ is legully innocent until.a Jory pes
decided he is guilty. Every accused is allowed a defender, whoso duty it 3o ¢
say for him what he would say for himself were he able., If the Siate, with
- all its resources pitted ag-inst a lone advocate, oannot then prove to any
tvelve ordinary ocitizens that the accused is guilty beyond a resonable doubt,
‘surely he is entitled to éo free. .

What the defender should be, ﬁnd seldom %B, given credit.for is the
salvation of those who, deprived of his advocaoy, might have been wrongfully
-convic$ed, Under the best legal systems there are more miscarriages of Jjustic:
{than moet.of us ocare to remember. Such lists should be immeasuradly
longer if we had to add the innocence freed through fine and fearless
advooacy; oonversely, they wou1§ be shorter if the best counsel had been
_available to all.

While admiring the art of the advocate it is easy to lose siéht of the
faot that human lives and happiness depend on his every performance.
Lionel Luckhoo does not forget it nor could he if he would. To walk down
the street with him, to pass through any town or village in Guyana, is
sure to bring a remindex. ' .

.A young man oomes hp to him, 'Yoﬁ dontt knéd me.; he says, 'But you
. got my father off a murder charge. If you hadn't I wouldn't be here,
because I wasn't born then.'
' Two middle-aged men oome from two hundred miles up-country to bring him
a’gift of pavepaw, a fruit he speoially likes. Years ago they were Jointly
ao&ueed of murder, and his skill saved them from the xope. They still

remember,
Eis car stops outside a country store. The group of men standing there
beoome wildly excited. They call out to someone insides 'Come quiokly,

George! 1It's the man.ﬁﬁo goé }éu off the murder chnrge. It's Lionel.'
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Buch roenes ere enscied wherevexr he goes. The {three bes?i jae- o

_¥n Quyana wust be those of Iorbes Burnham, The Prime Ministexr, Cheddl Jagm:-.

the lLeader of the Opposition, and ILionel Luokhoo. Ile, too, has been in
ﬁolitios. In the nineteen-fifties when Bgrnham and Jagan were allied he
formed a party to oppose'boﬁh, and met with disastrous defeat at the polls.
It is a deepér and more personal Tecognition than that awarded to the
political figure which he néwv receives. HKe is greeted as the Iriend of
people in trouble, the defender vho won freedom for them, thei¥ relatives
or their friends, when a situation seemed hopeless. ’
The Victoria Law Courts, scene of so many triumphs are across the street,
8ireotly faocing ﬁionel Lﬁckhoo's office. But even today he will travel
the breadth of the countxry for a-preliminary inquiry into a capital charge.
It is not for the money. Errol Barrow, vwhen hé was Prime Minister of
Barbados, once said to Lionel, 'You are not the Qorld'e most successful
lawyer but the world's biggest sucker,' as a comment on the fees he charges.
Foxr a long time now, judges,~law$ers and friends have been asking.

Lionel Luckhoo why he does no% stop and so preserve an undefeated record.

v?azily his pride will not allow him o ease up, or to weight the odds by

taking only the less diffioult oases ==~ at least two of the trials now

‘pending are likely to rahk among the toughest he haus faced. But the real
.answer, I think, is that he can resist neither the human appeal nor the
- challenge of his skills.

Tionel's own oomment on his stupendous record is, 'I think I have an

.inoredible amount of luok. It has stood me in great stead over a number

of cases and over a number of years.' 'No_déuht luok, by whatever name

: . 2D
you oall it, does play a part in 1ife. It does not come 209 times in
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averasgion. 1f luok v-nt his way on soue cases, they are countext -y need

by othere in which §t secemed, as with Sieera, that even the stars ju
their oourses were against him.

Cexrtainly anyone booked on a murder charge needs-either luck or
Luckhoo. It may be bettexr to have both, but given a choioce .... well,

Lady Luck is an inconstant nymph, Luckhoo is ever indomitable in the
fight for victory.

a J—& vh
Two _hundred and nine: That number will be out of date before you

read ft. Will it still be rising, higher .and highex? Oxr will the

"longest 2in of suocess in legal histoxy have come %o an end?
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