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Stillzto Be typed:

e,

Clara Johnson ~ the rough draft has blanks throughout

Tigsh - what is the name you want to put there; couldnt
find her to ask

Where is Kay Nelson's?




AFFIDAVIT OF CLARA JOHNSON:

My name is Clara Johnson. I am a school teacher and I have been employed by the

Los Angeles Unifidd School “4strict xiomx for yearse I am now the Headmistress

of the Jonestown Commniyt School (a part of the public school sysbém of Guyana)

located in the 'orth West Region of Guyanas I am years of age. Mabel Medlock

is my aunt. Wade Medlock is my uncle by marraige. I have known both of them

since .

We all began to attend the Peoples Temple of the Discinles of Christ ("Peoples

Temple®, fthe church") during the of 197_ . Yyring the year of 197__
we became members when the church was established in Los Angeles. My uncle Wade
was much taken with the church, He involved himself in church work including
many money raising projects, and insisted that Mabel do so as well. In fact,
Mabel did most of the worke :

I recall that :ometime in 1972 Wade and M-bel donated several hundred shares
of stock to the church, Wade also wanted to to donate their two parcels of
real property, and, beginning early in 1973 repeatedly about his desire to donate
his oroperty to P.T. and retire to Guyana. He would say that he was old, did
not need much, and wanted the money to go to a good purpose rather than to his
relatives who wo 1d do nothing good with it. He was not able to get Mabel to
agree and several times asked me to talk to Mabel about it. When I refused to
do so he became beligerant. I was pre;ent at one occasion during this period
vhen he spoke to one of the church attorneys, Bugene Chaikin about divorcing his
wife so he could give his share to the church. I remember Mr. Cha kin advising
him to xmsdie consult with the church counselors and staff concernig the ok
divorce and saying that he did not know if the church wonld be willing to accept
a donation obtd ned under those contiditons. ‘I remembet that Wade was very irr-
itated with Mr. Cahikins response to hisrequest. (’Wm.s%(n.' 3|
During this same period of time Mr. Timothy O. Stoen/would come to los An-

geles every other weekend. Often he would stay with the Medlocks, Mabel was
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very pleased to have the Cahirman of the Board of the Church stay with them and
took very good care of him. I remember Wade telling me that he had talked to
T¢m Stoen about "turning the property over to the church® early in 1973.
Sometime in the summer of 197{ Wade spoke to some members of the Church

Council about his desire to donate the oroperties to the church, about my refusal

- and Mr. Chaikins unwillingness to do ad.
to assist him by talking to his companion/ and about bis frustration that the
church was not doing anything to assist him in making the donation possible, I

sanctuary
was there on that occasion. As I recall it took place inthe main 6f60f the church
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in Los Angeles and Kay Nelson and Archie Ijames were there. He then stated, as

he had done on many prior occasions, that if he could not get it done any other

g\ way, he would divorse Mabel and force a sale of the proverties and donate his

g g share to the church., He was very angry at what he considered a "lack of cooperation"
< on the part of the church officials and attorneys.

§ That same night in the office of the s me church a meeting was held &t which
:§ thesubject was discussed. Present, among others, were Enola M. "Kay" Nelson,

»
§°§ myself, Tish le Roy, Timothy O. Stoen, Archie J. Ijames, and Jim Jones. After

the whole matter had been discussed Tim Stoen formulated a solution whereby they
the situation expiained

3‘3 would each be called in separately, counselled and asked to deed the property over

8 sk WP (R g .

. j to the chgx:ﬁ with the understanding that the deeds w be used at a later datey - reeatd
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j e meantime the Medlocks would 1live in the properties and dealwith them as

y z they always had. The next day, In the presence of myself, Tish LeRoy, Kay Nelson
g‘s

§ and others, Timothy O, Stoen called them in individually, explained the situation
’é and a sked each of them to sign deeds that he ~rovided. E;ch of them did so.

=)
During the ensuing year Wade always sooke of being satisfied with the arran-

&
3 gement but Mabel was displeased. She often said that she was satisfied with hav-
i ing made the donation, but did not like the fact that she and Wade were spoken

$ to eparately about it. I never undserstoof her point because of the deldcacy of
~ the divorse situstion, and because she signed the deeds after Wade did, and she

% i{ % signed the same papers he signed (deed forrs) so she clearly knew he had already
g ~ signed the same t hing that Timotly Stoed was asking her to sign.
3 ?

Iater, during the winter € 1976 and spring of 1977 when Kay Nelson was Shmn% 1%
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then selling, both of the vroperties the Medlocks were eager to go to Guyana.
Theyspoke to me ¥ery positively about goinge I assisted them in £illing out
applications for passports and took them to the passport agency to get their
passports which they obtined. I accompanied them on several shoppi_ng trips
vwhere they bought clothing and personal items in preparation HHr the trip.
After their residence was sold they mooved to a church woned avartment which I
then managed, J'hey' pd d the first two months rent. At their request I assi-
sted them in selling much of their personal property which they would have no
further use for because they were going abroad. These events took place in
Los Angeles periodically throughout the spring and summer of 1977

Originally, I guess it was in the fall er winter of 1977 but maybe as
late as February of 1978, Mable did not want to go to Guyana. Her objection was

who then resided in Houston Tex.

that she could not take her aged mother/with her. She did not went the donation
to be completed, she said she needed her share of the funds to take cahe of her
mother; Wade could go to Guyana, she was going to Houston, she saide. Accordingly,
whenthe sale documents were signed ( I was there at the business office of the church)
the instructions were made out to give her one half of the vroceeds to Mable. #n

:Lhe church agreed. Later, when Mabel was told that she

could take her mather with her to Guyana she no longer had any hesitancy about
going and signed papprs to turn ikeher share of the sale proceeds over to the
church, Iachewxtiock )
Texas

Later that summer Mable and I went to Houston/and got her mother, ahd ret-
urned to los Angeles with her, in preparation to taking her to Guyana with the
Medlockse Before they completed their arrangements to go to Guyana Mabel's
mother died. xAfRt “ometime after that, and in first began tospeak

to me about the return of their funds.

I was present at each occasion that church officials spoke to church officials

(exceot when Timothy O. Stoen was at their home) about the donation of their pro-
perty. They were never threatened or coerced. As a matter of fact thechurch off- ?g p
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ered to return the deeds on several occasions when Mabel said she was upset with
the transaction, but she always refused them, In addition the church in fack
gave Mabel her share back by allowing the sales to proceed Hr the properties
rather than recording the grant deeds. For years the church had refused those
deeda, vwhen given they were never used. Yhe transaction originated because there
was -the desire that the church not mme between a marriage that had b sted for
years. later, the Church only ageeed toaccept the donations when it was
clear that the Medlocks sincerely planndd to go to the Church commmity in Guyana.,
where the funds would be used, in part, for their benefit.

Not only did Wade .nd Mable donate the proceeds from the sales of their real
properties, theyalso donated stock and from time to time sums of cash, They assis-
ted for years in fund raising projects. In addition, Wade was instrumental in
obtaining donations from several other persons, including from my aunt Scyola’
Williamse
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