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sessses e tan't let them hurt those little children and those viomen
up there. VWhen they ‘turned the fence to get to me we started pouring
that dynamite at their feet and everywherCeeecese

v an unwanted child but X enjoyed a fairly good life.. I_wgnt.'to ..
Zood gc‘h,izls such as Fredegigk Douglas School in East VWalnub Hill,Cincinatti,
Ohio where I was born in 1886, 7z sang all kind of songs agd tried to cover
up everything that would break a 1ittle childs heart, I didn't have the love
of my mother and father. Iy mother didn't really want me and she didn*t allow
ny father to hardly pick me up or touch me and that I craved so mucl:x to be
loved and picked up 2s other children were, I never had that blessing., But
I made the best of it. I swung in an old rope swing outdoors and got jolly
and rolled old hoops and old tires and made the best of my ch:.ldhood.. I was
the only child. I¥s a cube little thing happened to me: I hooked a piece of
chzlk from school and I hid it on som e of the rafters in the basement and I
measured myself everyday to see how fast I was growing up, so I could get out

of that mess I was in. I lived 3 blocks. from. Howard Tafts Fansion., His mens -

Sion vwas on Grandon Rd. Three blocks over where I lived was called the
ghetto, you know. The rich people, Alice Longvorth lived on one.corner, I
vassed by HowardiTeft's house every day going to school and you know he be~
came President of the United States. But I'm glad for that xperience be=.
cause I can understand people better this day, I can know peoples. problens
and things," ¥ can relate to people because I went through quite a bit of it.
And when I was 17 I ran =way with the show called "Holiday in Dixie",
I stayed with that show two years, At that time I had a pretty nice voice

and I sang, And after I came out of the show business and had to be forced . qwon

back home,I was 18 then and they couldn't keep me, And I later married BY
the name df Harrison Taylor from Columbia,South Carolina.: We had a fairly
nice.life for about 28 years and then he started drinkin' and running around
as most men do and then it got kinda dull, I promised him without a shadow
of a doubt if he ever hit me,..thet would be him, And I meant that from the
bottom of my heart., I kept my old trusty 45 where I knew it was at and T had
been taught to shoot by shoobing tomatoe cans and corn cans off of ‘bhe fence,

I vas a pretty good shotsman,

Finally Harrison worked with the Pitisburg Coal Company, . The Company
needed an airway drilled and cut through for theminers in Kentucky and they

moved him-dovm there and I moved with him. And T had took training as a nurse

and I was signed up with a nursing group. And I went from door ‘to door on a
mule there was no such thing as a car in Pike Co. Kentucky where they tell me
how the roads arefixed, In those days you hzd to ride through the creeks;

up the mountéins and all over the hills on a mule was the only way you could
get there, And I'd hang my bag on the saddle and away I'd go five miles back
in <the voods to help the doctor deliver a baby an

d vinatever happenedsy’ Hy hus~

band had sent back o Pennsylvania and got 15 black men to come o and help load

coal becuase they were short on coal loaders, -

But one night the whitesof that commwity decided that the black people
viere getting all the money, We heard an expression one day, "we're gonna run
211 +the nigeers out of town tonight." And right back my house on the ‘top of
the hill was +the Company Powder House..T only had the 45 and I had those ten

.a2h as borders and there was a German.amoung ‘them named Mikey,he and my husband

¥ind of buddied together. He was a good fellow.' He said , " I'11 tell you
what ve'll do.Taylor,we'll g0 up here and break in the powder house and get
the dynemite out. e don't have a lot of bullets and we don't have a lot of
ammunition,we'll get some," So he and my husband broke in +the powder house
and brought dovm 3 cases of dynamite what they call Foneybelle,” and the fuse
that went with it, So I had a little girl there about 17 who was my little
dishwasher and my little helper and I sat dowmn ‘there on the floor and taught
aer hogl 'f:o_zzut that fuse in Hwo srmall rieces four to five inches long--and
Feick itf.into that dynamites- ard out that dynamite half in two and pack it
' the boxes. I gave my husband and this man Iike 2 boxes to take up on the
2111, ’i'gese men were shooting into all the black peoples houses and as they
“ame up the road four or five miles dovn the road,we could hear then shooting
S they came, _Yhen they got to the burn of owr road my husband and Nike set
'Jff_‘_'bhls dynamite on the hill and it was Just rainin'rocks! One right after
--nouher--mgl.z.mom__mom ! It sounded like cannons going off, There was ab-
2t ten families abové my house and a lot of little children

z and those women up
arted pouring that dyn-~
: K As I looked over to the road thi
e éo soouihyay by hisself and I figured he was going to try ang ‘sﬂa’g 2:;:1'
T had anotoiet 011;25 %gg ;:ushoj: the 45, Tater the next morning T learnedrghat
Y periniendents, hat,to ny grea_'t: surprise. He called

(:F.- 2—(O2A




e

. P

1s5e1f tryi : e with the men,hov was I to know that? I had
a}ﬁzggifszg‘{lﬁgmtgigigetﬁgiggh that felt hat he had on. This happened about

11920 and I was about 33 years old. So we just poured that dynamite every

hi broke and ran back., I had saved those 10 families that
‘1’2%23 g%gvznge?h%he; had shot those others that lived there on the road.,.
shot through their houses and their men had run to the mountains and the wo-
nen were in the clothes cupboards and children ran under the 'l?eds and every-
where to keep from being shot, The next morning my husba.nd. - went dovn to
the Company Store to see how they felt about what happened, He heard 01d man
Belcher what lives in Pike Co. Kentucky been there for for years living only,
8 niles from the county seat and had never been to town, And with his country
hillbilly twang he says," I'll Just tell you there ought. '!;o_ be something
done to those niggers up on Red Row,they run my son last night +i11 his tongue
was hanging outit! ". Of course we got a kick out of that.. My husband immede~
iately went to+Jenkinsythats a company tovn,and bought alittle box car and we
‘loaded it that morning with all our belongings and put a padlock on it and .
got the 9:45 train én out to West Virgmg.a. . They tell me that the Judge said
if he ever got his hands on me he was going to make an example out of me,
But I certainly blew that town up that mght, .

Ve lived comfortably there in Coalwood;. W.. Virginia s right out of Welch
and not too far from BlueField .. One day my husband had an abscessed tooth
and the doctor told.me to take. him to Welch to have the tooth pulled, I was
driving an open Chevrolet,you have to- get out and put the curtains wp when it
rains., I took him over to get his tooth pulled and the Dr, lanced it 2nd
puiled it and. we headed back home,’ Now while I was gone the driver of the
Company Store Truck hiad comé and picked up $35,00 worth of empty pop cases,
I had this store called the "Elks Cozy Corner". I served sandwiches and home
‘m2de pies and cakes and candy and chewing gum: and things like that in the
store I sold., He had picked up those cases ang took them back to 4
‘hen T drove down to get my .credit for them he said I was a damn nigger liar,
that he didn®t pick them up,” But the Polish lady next door had seen him pick
then up.. I told the menager of the store whose nhame vas lir, Green ‘the best
way vie can prove this out is I jus$ had a 1ittle party at my store and I had
some bills ‘struck (hgndbills) that said Elks Cozy Corner on them. Some of the

storeroom and sure enough he found those bills and he counted them right on
down, FHe said,"Don",that boys name vas Donz® Don,X don®t know why you'd 1lie
like that", Heres Mrs,' Taylors bills in there showing that she did have these
cases. So he gave me the credit and I bought up the 35 dollars worth in can-
dy and chewing gum and Pop for my store, Now this box had called me a damn
nigger liar, »

Well I went back to my store and I had a gate that I let dovm to keep
people from coming back behind the counter. I let the gate down ang was stand-
ing there casually drinking a bottle of NEHT Pop. Tt.was one of them thick
fancy bottles they madé then. So Mr. Green had told-this boy Don that when
ever he picked anything up he was to give me a ticket and keedp one hisself)
saying what he left and what he picked up,’ And when he finished writing the
slip this day he says," Here nigger, tell the boss thatl" and when he saig
that he hit me with his fist up under my chin., And T popped him on up the side
of his head with that NEHT bottle and the bottle broke ang I kept the neck of
~he bottle in my hand and T cut him all in the top of his head with the neck
of that bottle, 0f course being in West Virginia something had stirred then ¥
Iverybody wanted to find me.

) Fow my husband was an Elk and the Elks took me ang my bab,
in 2 laundry truck right up against the cab with big bundles of
2ith sheets all up around me and left mé room enough I could get air, I had

z-took this baby and even nursed her from my breast until I bought her a cow
0 feeq her because she had a stomach problem, So I gave the baby one of those
-ranguilizer pills that the doctor had lef{ me when she'd hav(: those stomach
":rampS. I gave her one of thenm so she wouldnt't cry and she®d sleep as they

<
“rove me out of the county. They drove me over to Huntington W,V. where I Y
‘aught a train and came on in to another state, I brought the child and mny o
-usband came 3 mos., later, They promised if they ever got a hold of me o'oe v
~..they~ sa2id that guys head was cut up like hamburger,..well I had gotten mad
nd maybe I didn't realize what I was doing, But he had struck me up undexrmy . &
‘ln and called me a damn nigger liar. So these are some of the things that
2Ppened o me in my life, . :
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Fany Years later’ long after my husband was gone and I had come out to Los
rkzelesgcallfornia a’friend of mine came to me and says ," C'mon ,I want you
9 80 with me to hear a man named Jim Jones.* Well I want to say I had long
1nce fell out with 21l religion,' Those preachers weren't doing nothing, -




